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TO  THE 


READER 


It  has  been  most  unfortunate  for  the  fol- 
lowing volumes  that  their  appearance  was 
retarded  till  they  lost  the  protection 
under  which  they  were  permitted  to 
claim  the  public  favour.  Hfr  Grace 
the  late  Duchess  of  Devonshire  had 
accepted  their  dedication  ;  and  while  the 
Genius  of  literature  droops  for  that  light 
by  which  she  has  so  long  been  invigo- 
rated, the  author  of  this  work  has  deeply 
to  lament  the  individual  loss  she  lias  sus- 
A  3 
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tciined.  Separated  from  her  native  coun- 
try, and  consequently  from  friends  and 
connections,  she  onl}^  dared  to  plead  for 
notice  through  an  interest  so  absolute 
and  a  name  so  powerful ;  but  deprived 
of  this  shield  from  censure  and  obscurity, 
she  must  entreat  for  indulgence  where 
she  wants  talent  to  please. 

That  this  indulgence, has  on  a  former 
occasion  been  accorded,   she  must  with 
gratitude  acknowledge  ;    but  the  errors 
which  in  a  first  production  might  hope 
for  pardon,  must,  in  a  second,  be  wholly 
condemned.     Amongst  the  readers  Avho 
condescend    to    peruse    Novels,     many 
will  be  heard   to   pronounce  against  this 
story  as  romantic,   and  the  characters  as 
unnatural. — To  the  first  charge  no  refu- 
tat:  n  can  he  opposed  as  it  is  solely  the 


Ml 

child  of  imagination ;  but  the  last  will  be 
unfounded :— the  characters  are  but 
drawings  from  living  originals,  and  the  vi  r- 
TUES  which  may:appearoAer-coloured,  are 
(the  author  boasts  to  say,)  no  exaggera- 
tion of  those  practised  by  the  revered  and 
beloved  friends  who  now  daily  surround 
the  fireside  of  her  respectable  Father  and 
Mother. 

To  the  Duchess  of  Devonshire  this 
assertion  had  been  unnecessary :  the  ex  i  s  t- 
ANCE  of  magnanimity  could  have  excited 
neither  her  doubt  or  her  suiprise  ;  and 
can  it  be  deemed  a  seiti-.li  sorrow  to  de- 
plore having  lost  at  once  a  PiiO(»F  of  ihat 
existance,  and  a  certain  passpoi  t  to  gene- 
ral success,  and  general  appr  >l>ati')ii  ? — 
Ala^i!  the  loss  and  the  c^I^uppointment 
will  long  be  univei  sally  and  severely  felt ; 
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for  what  author,  having  obtained  such  a 
patronage,  could  submit  to  the  mortifica- 
tion of  wishing  for,  or  sohciting  any  less 
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THE 

STRANGERS. 

CHAP.  L 

INTRODUCTION    TO    SOME    PUINCIPAL 
CHARACTERS. 

KJF  all  professions  in  the  list  of  pro- 
fessions," said  the  reverend  Doctor  Est- 
lake,  ^^  I  certainly  wonder,  that  any 
man  of  humanity,  as  you  are»  preferred 
the  army." 

"  Surely,  Sir,"  returned   Colonel  Bel- 
Hard,  "  there  is  nothing  more  inimical  to 
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humanity  in  that,  than  in  many  other 
situations  of  hfc.  A  Physician,  for 
instance?" 

*^  Your  instance  does  not  support  your 
argument ;  a  Physician  often  risques  his 
life  to  preserve  the  hves  of  others ;  a 
soldier  hazards  his  with  a  contrary  in- 
tention." 

'^  Pie  is  too  frequently  compelled  to 
do  so,"  answered  the  Colonel ;  '^  but  you 
must  admit  that  when  duty  calls  him 
into  danger,  he  merits  approbation  rather 
than  censure  for  braving  it  ?'' 

''  Yes,  in  a  right  cause  ;  but  you  will 
lind  it  veiy  difticult  to  persuade  me  that 
the  wound  from  which  you  are  just  reco- 
vered, was  not  given  in  a  \vrong  one," 
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''  At  least  it  was  with  a  right  inten- 
tion." 

*'  Believe  me,  Charles,"  said  Doctor 
Estlake,  "  you  are  one  of  the  few  young- 
men  for  whom  I  feel  not  only  affection, 
but  respect;  yet  I  cannot  help  shaking 
my  head  ^vhen  I  remember,  that  you 
have  suffered  so  much  on  account  of  a 
woman  for  whom  you  assert  you  never 
felt  a  passion." 

"And  I  asserted  tridy,"  he  rephed: 
"  is  it  not  possible  to  admire  and  esteem 
a  woman  without  also  being  in  love?" 

''  At  my  time  of  life  I  answer,  yes ;  at 
your  age  I  would  have  answered,  no." 

"  And  at  any  age  I  flatter  myself  your 


conduct  would  have  been  similar  to 
mine  :  my  friend  Waltheim  injured  lus 
fortune  by  the  most  extravagant  follies, 
and  fancying  himself  desperately  in  love 
with  Miss  Arnault,  endeavoured  to  w^in 
her  affections  without  reflecting  on  the 
consequence/' 

*'  I  should  wonder  indeed  if  he  did 
reflect." 

''But  in  an  affair  of  this  nature,"  re^ 
sumed  the  Colonel,  "  there  is  no  excuse 
for  an  unthinking  head  without  incur- 
ring the  censure  of  a  faulty  heart.  Had 
he  succeeded  with  xMiss  Arnault,  her 
father  never  would  have  pardoned  such  a 
disappointment  to  his  pride  and  avarice. 
1  told  Waltheim  so,  and  he  resented  my 
intcrferei]ce;  but  as  I  had  been  his  in- 


troduction  to  the  lady  I  could  not  avoid 
infornuiig  her  of  his  real  situation.  She 
saw  her  danger,  and  frankly  acknow- 
ledged obligation  for  the  prevention: 
Waltheim  was  foiled  in  his  pursuit,  and 
I  declared  myself  the  author  of  his  dis- 
appointment. The  event  that  foMowed 
was  but  in  course ;  we  met,  and — yoa 
know  the  rest." 

"  I  know  you  suffered  severely:  but 
how  does  it  happen  that  the  man  who 
thus  deliberately  played  the  part  of  a 
scoundrel,  still  retains  your  friendship?" 

'*  Because  with  all  his  follies  he  is  not 
vicious ;  his  temper  is  volatile,  his  pas* 
sions  warm,  and  his  mind  weak :  but  I 
have  a  stronger  motive  of  attachment 


tlian  mere  personal  regard.  I  know  him 
from  a  boy,  and  truly  respected  his  late 
father,  Avho  formed  such  an  advantageous 
opinion  of  my  character,  that  on  his 
death-bed  he  wrote  to  recommend  his  son 
to  my  guidance  and  friendship.  To  this 
letter  I  returned  a  solemn  promise  of 
compliance,  and  will  fulfil  it  whatever 
uiay  be  the  event.'' 

^'  In  you  this  conduct  does  not  sur- 
prise me,"  said  the  Doctor:  *'  in  mc 
his  proceedings  have  excited  only  dis- 
gust." 

"  That  is  hardly  fair  my  dear  Sir,"  cried 
Belnard,  "  when  he  himself  acknowledged 
his  error:    besides,    I   am  persuaded   he  _ 
believed    himself    irretrievably    smitten, 
and  could  have  made  her  the  happiest 


'^  woman  existing.      He   is  ever   in   ex- 
tremes.'' 


^'  Yes,  truly, "Returned  the  Doctor ;  ^'  I 
thought  so  the  day  you  were  wounded; 
I  really  feared  he  would  have  shot  him- 
self in  horror  for  the  mischief  he  had 
occasioned,  but  the  moment  your  safety 
was  declared  he  flew  off;  and  though 
it  is  four  months  ago,  he  has  written  to 
enquire  for  you  only  once,  and  his  letter 
of  a  few  unintelligible  lines  is  without 
date  of  time  or  place." 

Colonel  Belnard  was  much  hurt  at  the 
persevering  thoughtlessness  of  his  young 
friend,  but  endeavoured  to  laugh  at  it, 
and  was  expressing  his  anxiety  to  know 
where  he  was  rambling,  when  Mattocks, 
the  Doctor's  old  servant,  entered  the  room, 
b4 
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with  a  message  from  Mrs.  Iliggins,  en- 
treating he  would  make  haste  to  read 
prayers  for  a  sick  lady,  one  of  her  lodgers. 
He  brought  in  his  master's  hat  and  stick, 
and  Colonel  Belnard  taking  up  his  own 
accompanied  his  friend  on  the  walk. 


CHAP.  II. 


A  SUBJECT  FOR  PHILANTHROPY, 


THE  Vicarage-house  of  Doctor  Est- 
lake  was  situated  near  the  town  of  South- 
ampton, and  the  lodging-house  of  Mrs. 
Higgins  at  a  little  distance,  and  close  by 
the  beach.  The  reverend  and  humane 
clergyman,  though  not  now  a  resident  of 
the  parish,  was  much  beloved  by  his  for- 
mer neighbours,  and  often  applied  to  on 
emergent  occasions  when  he  paid  his 
annual  visits.  He  knew  Mrs.  Higgins, 
and  as  he  knocked  gently  at  her  door, 
desired  his  young  friend  to  wait  in  hex 
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parlour   till    his   return    from   the  sick 
lady. 

'^  Ah,  Sir  l"  said  Mrs.  Higgins,  who 
opened  the  door;  "  you  are  too  late :  she 
is  dead  !" 

*'  Dead !— why  did  you  not  send  for 
me  sooner^" 

''  I  don't  know,  Sir  :— this  Mr.  Tech- 
nical has  quite  bewildered  me. — I  wish 
your  reverence  would  speak  to  him." 

Curiosity  in  this  instant  became  half 
as  strong  as  humanity;  the  gentlemen 
willingly  followed  to  the  parlour,  and 
the  clattering  of  heels  on  the  stairs  an- 
nounced the  descent  of  Mr.  Technical, 
>vho  stumped  after  them,   stroking  the 
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back  of  his  great  grey  wig  a3  he  a-hcm'd 
through  his  nose,  a  salute  of  professional 
dignity. 

Doctor  E^tLike  and  his  friend  coolly 
bowed,  but  the  naan  of  physic  not  easily- 
intimidated,  shook  the  hand  of  the  fonner 
with  both  his,  and  eager  to  obtain  his 
approbation  exclaimed  in  a  sonprous  ac- 
cent, **  Worthy  Sir !  I  am  rejoiced  to 
obtain  your  co-operation  with  me,  in 
administering  a  remedy  on  this  occa- 
sion." 

"  For  the  sake  of  heaven!  Mr.  Tech- 
nical," cried  Mrs.  Higgins,  '*  don't  go 
for  to  make  a  noise  in  my  house  about 
aucli  an  unpossible  stoay:  tiie  poor  young 
ladies  liave  grief  enough  without  going 
for  to  say  suspicious  things." 
B   G 


K.^".^*. 
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"  My  good  neighbour,"  he  snufflingly 
returned,  ''you  don't  comprehend  the 
law  in  this  case." 

^'  It  is  neither  law  nor  gospel  in  my 
mind;"  she  replied;  ''his  reverence  can 
tell  you  that." 

"  If  Mr.  Technical  permits  me  to  speak," 
$aid  the  Doctor — 

*'  O  most  worthy  Sir — "" 

*' I  would  ask,"  he  continued  ;  ^'  an  ex- 
planation of  the  cause,  and — " 

"  Then  study  the  effect;"  added  Tecl>- 
nical:  *'  that  is  the  modus,  good  Sir." 


IS 

'^  The  lady  wishes  to  speak,  Sir;"  said 
Colonel  Belnard,  authoritatively. 

The  apothecary  looked  surprised,  and 
Mrs.  Higgins  took  courage  from  the  re- 
spectful epithet  assigned  her. 

"Why  gentlemen,  you  must  know,'* 
said  she,  ^^  that  just  ten  days  ago  a  lady 
and  her  two  daughters  came  here,  and  the 
lady  was  very  ill  indeed ;  and  1  was  so 
frightened,  that  of  my  own  head  I  sent 
for  Mr.  Technical^  and  because  he  was 
not  let  to  see  her,  he  wants  to  make  out 
that  she  died  suddenly,  and  says  he  will 
bring  the  coroner's  inquest  into  my 
house." 

**  Is  it  not  harsh  Mr.  Technical,"  said 
Doctor  Estlake,   "  to  agitate  uneasiness 
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to  tlie  afflicted  daughters,    unless  there' 
are  grounds  for  a  pubhc  enquiry?** 

"  In  a  christian  country,  worthy  Sir^ 
we  ought  to  be  careful  how  people 
die." 

'*  And  pray  is  there  no  other  than  a 
christian  reason  for  this  exercise  of  your 
sagacity,  Mr.  Technical  ?  demanded  the 
Colonel" 

"  GK)od  reason.  Sir;  operative  reason. 
Women,  valuable  Sir,  are  well  known  to 
be  artful  designing  people,  and  have  some 
plan  in  every  thing  they  do.  When  I 
went  up  stairs  to  visit  the  deceased,  tlie 
young  woman  her  daughter  refused  to 
tell  me  her  name,  place  of  abode,  or  cause 
of  her  dissolution." 


"  Probably,'*  answered  the  Colonel, 
*'  she  thought  your  questions  imper- 
tinent" 

Technical  a-hem'cl  very  lou  J,  and  took 
snuff. 

'^  And  possibly,"  added  Doctor  Est- 
lake,  ''  as  the  old  woman  her  mother  is 
actually  dead,  the  young  woman  her 
daughter  thought  your  interrogatories  at 
least  superfluous." 

"  She  explained  as  much  good  Sir  " 

^*  She  was  certainly  right,'*  observed 
Colonel  Belnard,  "  and  you  ought  to 
remember  that  it  is  very  dangerous  to 
attach  suspicion  where  there  are  not  suf- 
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ficient  grounds  to  establish  what  you  may- 
think  proper  to  assert." 

**  Assert?  my  good  Sh',  I  asserted  no- 
thing; only  that  I  think  it  very  extra- 
ordinary." 

'*  In  an  old  woman  to  die  ?" 

'*  She  was  not  old,  Sir,"  said  Mrs. 
Higgins  ;  "  she  was  young,  and  almost 
as  handsome  as  her  daughters." 

''Do  you  know  nothing  of  them?" 
-isked  the  Doctor. 

"  Nothing,  Sir ;  only  that  they  came 
here  last  Tuesday  was  a  week  ;  the  driver 
told  me  they  came  from  Cowes,  and  were 
going  to  London,  but  the  poor  sick  lady 
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could  not  bear  the  carriage,  so  they  stop- 
ped here,  and  work  enough  we  had  to  get 
her  up  stairs.  I  thought  she  would  have 
died,  she  looked  in  such  pain,  but  she 
never  complained,  and  strove  to  keep  it 
from  her  daughters." 

"  Something  odd  in  that?  worthy 
Sir." 

'*  Peace;"  commanded  the  Colonel. 
'*  Would  it  not  be  well  Doctor  to  offer 
your  services — " 

"  And  protection  ?"  added  the  Doctor. 
**  Surely ; — Mrs.  Higgins  will  request  for 
me  the  honor  of  being  permitted  to  speak 
to  them," 


18 

Mrs.  Higgins  willingly  carried  up  the 
message,  and  Mr.  Technical  a-hem'd  with 
additional  cadence. 

'*  Good  Sir/'  said  he,  '^  these  women 
will  impose  on  you.  When  th«y  see 
your  cloth  they  will  study  how  to  make 
the  application.'* 

"  You  pay  my  cloth  a  compliment,'* 
said  the  Doctor  coolly;  *^  but  as  you  in- 
sinuate the  necessity  of  ascertaining 
J'orainst  your  suspicions,  this  gentleman 
nhki  iccompany  me  to  witness  the  lega- 
lity of  my  enquiries,  and  his  evidence 
will  be  found  at  least  as  respectable  as. 
your's." 

The  operator  of  the  pestal  spread  his 
hand  on   his    bosom,    and    bowed  low 


ifnougli  to  certify  the  trutli  of  this  re- 
mark. 

Mrs.  Iliggins  now  appeared,  and  de- 
sired the  gentlemen  to  walk  up,  adding, 
that  the  lady  requested  Mr.  Technical 
would  go  with  them  and  repeat  what  he 
had  before  said^ 

*'  She  wants  to  take  the  law  of  me,  I 
suppose,"  said  he,  *'  but  I  have  betrayed 
no  symptom  to  that  effect." 

''  You'd  be  badly  off  in  that  case," 
said  Mrs.  Higgins ;  ''  my  life  for  it  she 
has  friends  to  stand  by  her:  she  looks 
as  if  she  never  was  used  to  be  contra- 
dicted." 

**  We  follow  you,  Madam,"  said  the 
Doctor. 
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The  good  woman  remounted  the  stairs 
followed  by  the  champions  and  accuser. 

On  reaching  the  first  landing-place  she 
threw  open  a  door,  and  discovered  a  bed, 
on  which  were  seated  two  female  figures 
loosely  habited  in  black.     The  face  of 
one  was  concealed  in  the  bosom  of  the 
other,   who  bent  over  her  in  the  attitude 
of  consolation.     The  lifeless   body  was 
wholly  covered,    but  the  impression  of' 
are  mingled  with  this  scene  an  interest, 
which  the  Doctor  and  his  young  friend 
experienced  in  full  force. 

''  The  gentlemen,  Madam;"  said  Mr$i 
Iliggins. 

The  weeping  girl  started,  and  pressed^ 
her  handkerchief  to  her  eyes  while  her 
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•ister  arose  to  receive  the  expected  visi- 
ters. 

Prepared  as  tliey  were  for  something 
extraordinary,  the  Doctor  and  Colonel 
'Bchiard  were  yet  astonished  to  behold  a 
countenance  which  the  majesty  of  heaven 
had  marked  for  its  own  !  and  her  figure, 
:tliough  carelessly  wrapped  in  a  loose 
gown,  betrayed  in  every  motion  her  in- 
ternal superiority.  No  tear  obscured  the 
calm  lustre  of  her  eye;  her  dignity  was 
that  of  a  celestial  spirit,  which  in  con- 
descending to  take  a  mortal  form,  cannot 
stoop  to  the  weakness  of  human  nature : 
Init  her  pallid  cheek  strongly  evinced  that 
tiiough  beyond  the  reach  of  pity,  she  had 
not  forgotten  she  was  a  daughter. 
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^^  I — I  beg  pardon,  Madam;"  said  the 
Doctor  in  confusion — ^'  we  will  retire." 

'^  I  hope  not,"  sherepHed  with  a  smile, 
in  which  anguish  of  heart  was  trium- 
phant; '^  from  your  profession  I  may 
expect  humanity." 

'^  You  hear  that  ?"  cried  Technical ; 
"  I  told  you  Doctor  how  it  would  be . 
but  it  is  justice  we  want." 

"  You  want  nothing,  Sir,"  said  Belnard, 
glowing  witli  indignation  ;  *'  your  intru- 
sion is  altogether  unnecessary." 

"  I  am  careless  of  it  now,"   said  the 

lady,      ''  my    mother    cannot    be    dis- 
turbed." 

^^  Observe  1"    still  persisted  the  apo- 


thecary;  ^*  you  observe  Sir;  a  medical 
man  refused  admittance  ?  How  the  de- 
ceased came  by  her  death  is  the  ques- 
tion?" 

The  lady  turned  her  eyes  full  on  him  ; 
but  they  expressed  neither  surprise  or 
resentment 

"  What  do  you  dare  to  utter  ?"  ex- 
claimed Colonel  Belnard. 

*^  Worthy  Sir ;  good  Sir ;  I  only  wanted 
to  save  the  Doctor  trouble  by  recommend- 
ing a  few  questions." 

"  I  perceive  your  innuendo  Mr.  Tech- 
nical," replied  the  Doctor,  ^'  and  if  you 
cannot  certainly  substantiate  it,  you  will 
do  well  to  withdraw." 
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*'  Certain? — I  cannot  be  quite  cer- 
tain.—' 

The  Colonel  could  no  longer  suppress 
liis  indignation ;  he  drew  the  apothecary 
and  Mrs.  Higgins  to  the  window  and 
spoke  to  them  in  a  low  voice,  but  with 
wonderful  effect ;  they  became  instantly 
submissive,  and  in  silent  dismay  obeyed 
his  orders  by  precipitately  leaving  the 
room. 

''  Will  you  now,  Madam"  resumed  tho 
Doctor,  affectionately  taking  her  hand, 
**  permit  me  to  offer  you  our  best  and 
kindest  services  ?  for  the  world  I  would 
not  intentionally  wound  your  feehiigs, 
but  a  few  enquiries  are  necessary  to  sa- 
tisfy others — not  myself" 
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*'  Your  voire  is  that  of  kindness,"  she 
replied;  *'  I  will  answer  you,  Sir,  at  least 
uith  truth.*^ 

lie  advanced  to  the  bed,  and  raising  a 
napkin  discovered  the  face  of  a«  woman, 
about  the  age  of  forty,  ^vhich  strongly 
resembled  her  who  had  addressed  him, 
and  which  though  in  death,  was  infinitely 
lovely.  He  took  up  the  hand  that  lay  on 
the  quilt  and  fdt  the  pulse. 

**  She  Is  gone  forever  said  he;  but — '^ 

A  faint  shriek  fvom.  the  weeping  girl; 
interrupted  him;  she  started  up,  and. 
tlu'owingher  arms  round  her  sisters  neck 
wildly  exclaimed,  *'  O  Olivia  1  must  it 
be  ?" 

VOL.    I..  C  ■> 


26 

'*  Marcella  !"  she  answered  in  a  com- 
iiian cling  tone,  '^  in  such  a  monient  as 
this,  weakness  is  but  self-intlulgencc.'* 

•'  You  arc  in  the  right,"  repHed  tlie 
younger,  resuming  her  scat;  **  I  will 
command  myself." 

The  Doctor's  curiosity  was  strongly 
excited,  but  something  hke  suspicion 
obtruded^ 

**  Will  you  pardon  me,  Madan"i,  for 
pursuing  this  subject,"  said  he;  **  uhat 
was  the  complaint  of  which  this  lady 
died?" 

*''  A  slow  fever  and  consumption." 

•'  And  why  did  she  refuse  assistance  ?'*  . 
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**  \V'c  were  t>'oing  to  London  to  obtain 


jt,  Sir. 


''  But  you  have  been  here  some  days  : 
there  are  persons  of  skill  in  Southamp- 
ton :"  then  suddenly  recollecting  himself 
he   added;  ''  forgive  me,   Madam?  the 
means  might  be  wanting," 

'*No;"  replied  the  fair. stranger;  '*  I 
may  evade  your  questions,  but  I  will  not 
deceive  you  ;  the  means  were  not  want- 
ing, but  my  mother  wished  to  die  un- 
known and  unnoticed  :  in.  London  she 
might  have  mingled  with  the  crowd  ;  here 
^t  would  be  impossible." 

""'  She   wished   then    to   elude   enqui- 


lics?" 
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^^  General  aiquhics,  Sir.** 

^*  Was  she  of  this  country,  Madam?,'*' 

*'  Yes,  Sir." 

**  Of  what  part,  may  1  ask  ?'* 

"  I  do  not  exactly  know,  Sir  :  forsorte 
time  she  has  resided  abroad." 

**  And  you  with  her  f" 

^*  Part  of  the  time." 

*'  Yowr  accent  is  not  that  of  x  fo^ 
reigner?" 

*'  It  is  not :  but,  Sir,"  she  added  with  an' 
expression  of  feminine  gentleness,  that 
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took  from  the  scveritj'  of  her  reproach  ; 
^'  are  these  questions  necessary  to  the 
point  in  suspense?'* 

''  Perhap3  not  altogether ;  hut  I  confess 
to  you.  Madam,  that  I  wish  you  could  con- 
fide in  us/' 

"  So  far  as  I  can — "  sh«  replied^  '*  I 
mrnst  be  indeed  ungrateful  to  <leclLne  your 
benevolent  interference;  I  will  theijeforec 
freely  inform  you  that  we  have  not  lately 
resided  in  EnglaiKi,  but  circumstances  o£ 
a  most  distressing  nature  compelled  us-  tor 
return  to  it.      My  mother  in  a  foreign 
country  received  the  assurance  of  a  pliy- 
sician  that  her  recovery  was  impossiblcii 
and  she  believed  herself  justified  in  refur 
sing  further  advice/' 
€3 
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*^  Was  it  consicIeratioTis  of  heaUh  that 
induced  her  to  visit  this  kingdom?'' 

*'  No,  Sir;**  and  then  she  added,  faintly 
snnling,  "  permit  me  to  assui-e  you'thart 
my  evidence  will  not  be  found  contra- 
dictory, though  I  do  not  promise  it  will 

be  candid.'* 

The  Doctor  was  confounded  at  the 

reproof,   and  doubly  astonished ;  and  his 

young  friend  yet  more  surprised  that  he 

Appeared  incredulous  of  the  stranger's  jus^ 

tification, 

*' We  have  suffered  much,''  shercsu- 
131  ed,  '*  even  in  this  country;  our  ship 
was  wrecked,  and  every  soul  on  board 
perished  but  my  mother,  my  sister,  and 
xayself :  and  in  this  |>rcservation  of  our 


lives  we  also  saved  some  valuables  which 
enabled  us  to  think  of  getting  for u  aid 
to  London.*' 

-*'  Good  God!"  exclaimed  Belnard ; 
''  so  lovely,  so  persecuted,  and  so  friend- 
less !" 

**  Are  you  wholly  unknown  in  Eng- 
land, Madam?"  still  pursued  the  Doctor.  " 

"No,'*  she  replied:    "  the  gentleman* 
who  nobly  risqued  his  life  to  preserve 
ours  is  gone  to  London  to  prepare  for  o\ir 
arrival" 

*'  I  grieve  indeed,"  said  Doctor  Est- 
lake,  "  that  he  is  not  here,    as  the  neces- 
sity of  satisfying  even  ignorance  is  appa- 
rent.   Without  proof  I  cannot  do  this  '^ 
c  4 
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biit  so  persuaded  am  I  of  your  escape 
from  blame,  tliat  I  will  myself  call  in  two 
surgeons,  who  will  at  once  answer  for  you 
to  the  public,  and  take  every  precaution 
that  no  respect  to  the  body  shall  be  neg- 
lected/^ 

** Is  this  alternative  inevitable,  Sir?— 
does  the  law  require  it?"  there  was  a  com- 
.i)ination  of  anguish,  dignity,  and  sweet- 
^ness  in  the  countenance  of  the  fair-speaker, 
a3she  pronounced  these  words., 

**  My  dear  young  lady,"  answered  the 
'Doctor,  ^'  the  law  does  require  a  certainty 
respecting  the  manner  of  death  of  every 
individual." 

''  Then,  Sir,  I  will  at  once  inform  you, 
that  my  angel  mother  died  of  a  wound/* 
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Both  gentlemen  started  back  in  horror, 
and  the  weeping  girl  energetically  clasped- 
her  hands. 

*' But,"  resumed  Oh  via,  with  an  air 
that  imposed  the  solemnity  of  truth ;  '*  it 
was  jiot  inflicted  by  my  hand  I  *  ■,  i>  y  i^l 

**  What  demon  of  m&lice  could  sup- 
pose it  ?'*  murmurred  Belnard. 

**  Circumstanced  as  lam,'*  she  placidly: 
returned,  "  I  may  expect  to  be  accused 
of  hprror ;  I  can  submit  to  the  atoncmetit, 
but,"  and  she  looked  indignantly ;  ^'Idcr 
not  deser52C54bfe  6tigma  1" 

";0,  my  mother!"  exclaimed' the  af- 
filctcd  Mercella,   "  it  is  for  my  sake  you ' 


^e  no  more,  and  tlie  life  of  you  Olivia  is, 
perhaps,  endangered." 

*  Bewaue V — repeated  Olivia,  sloyfly; 

J   '^  ;  rftini  lo  riinmeioa  sriJ  b*^ 

*^  My  dear  and  adnutaWe  young  lady/' 
cried  Doctor  Estlake,   *'  allow  me  to  re- 
present to  you  the  consequence  of  perse- 
vering in   this  mystery?   without  other, 
fproof  than  your  own,  all  my  efforts  can- 

I-ioi^iinoD  ^d  01  JD'^qz^  xstr. 

^  ''^jirknow  it,-'  she  replied  ;  **  and  since 
you  have  learned  so  far,  I  willehti*ust  to 
you  the  onljv^roof  I  possess.— In  this- 
paper  is  written  the  solenin  oath  of  my 
nlOther,  tiikeri  asa pfdcautionagftinst^any 
consequences  that  might  possibly  accrue' 
to  me  on  an  investigation.  It  is  signed 
by  her  oAvn  band,    and  witnessed  by  a. 


S5 

gentleman  who  will  answer  for  the  trutk 
of  it  when  called  upon.'* 

The  Doctor  and  his  friend  cast  their 
eyes  over  the  lines,  and  started  at  the  sig- 
nature of  the  witness.  The  words  were 
as  follow : 


"  I  the  undersigned,  who,  for  important  reasons, 
have  assumed  the  name  of  Vere,  do  solemnly  swear 
in  the  presence  of  heaven,  and  the  Almighty  disposer 
of  rewards  and  punishments,  that  the  wound  by  wliich 
I  now  suffer,  and  which  I  am  assured  will  ultimately 
cause  my  dea,th,  Mas  inflicted  by  the  hand  of  a  man 
who  can  never  be  traced  or  discovered,  as  the  perpe- 
tration was  committed  in  the  presence  of  persons 
bound,  by  the  most  indissoluble  ties  to  conceal  the 
criminal  from  justice:  and  I  solemnly  abjure  all  those 
who  may  become  acquainted  with  the  circumstance,  to 
avoid  all  intimations,  direct  or  indirect,  which  caa 
lead  to  a  suspicion,  or  implication,  of  tlie  guilty  per- 
son!" (Signed) 


«  OLIVIA  VEPwE," 
<^  Arthur  Belnardj 
■aercLant,  residing  j.    ^'  Witness.** 

ia  Amsterdam/ 
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'*  It  ii  my  uncle's  name  and  place  df 
abode,"  said  tlie  Colonel,  '^  and  is  fully 
satisfactory." 

^'  Your  uncle  !"  repeated  Miss  Vcre. 

"  Yes,  Madam !  unhappily  I  iio  ^not 
know  him,  but  his  naane  will  in  itself 
secure  you  the  protection  and  services  of 
Xivery  individual  of  his  family," 

^^  Why  ?  Madam,"  cried  Doctor  £st- 
lake ;  "  why  did  you  not  shew  me  this 
Itefore?  it  would  have  saved  enquiries 
equally  mortifying  to  you  and  to  me." 

r  **  Because,"  she  answered,  **  Ihoped  to 
have  stifled  those  enquiries,  which,  if  pur- 
sued, can  only  lead  to  new  mystery.  It 
is  repugnant  to  my  nature  thus  to  act  in 
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the  shade ;  but  my  obhgations  to  it  arc 
60  sacred,  that  could  you  know  thcni,  I 
might  hqpe  for.your  approbatioiv" 

"  You  have  it  already,  incomparable 
and  inexplicable  woman  !"  warmly  ex- 
claimed the  Doctor,  "  Your  manner 
carries  conviction  irresistable  of  your 
exculpation." 

J  i  1 ' 
"  May  lightning  blast  the  miscreant 

who  rendered    it  necessary!"    fervently 
repeated  the  ColoneL 

"No!"  returned  Olivia,  impressively, 
"  let  me  rather  bless  the  land  where  the 
steel  of  the  assassin  is  sheathed  in  the 
terrors  of  justice;  where  innocence  is 
protected  from  the  grasp  of  vice,  and  the, 
oppression  of  avarice !" 
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•*  6,  that  my  mother  now  lived,  to 
know  the  security  of  her  children!'*  ex- 
claimed  the  sister  of  Miss  Vcre,— *'  only 
for '* 

**  Providence  !"  interrupted  Olivia; 
'*  we  must  submit  to  his  decrees.*' 

Doctor  Estlake  and  his  friend,  with 
difficulty,  suppressed  their  sentiments  of 
surprise  and  admiration  in  the  awful  pre- 
sence of  the  lifeless  mother,  and  her  inex- 
plicable daughters ;  but  they  recollected 
how  essential  might  be  their  services,  and 
offered  them  with  equal  delicacy  and  ear- 
nestness. 

'^  To  their  proposals,  for  conducting  th« 
funeral,  Miss  Vcfc  most  gratefully  ac- 
ceded, on  the  exprc::s  condition  that  no 
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pfGuniaiy  obligation  waa  added  to  the 
<lcbt  of  kindness.  "It  is  not  pride,'* 
^aid  she,  "  that  urges  me  to  refuse  your 
generosity ;  believe  nic,  •  in* this  instance, 
my  motive  is  superior/' 

•Her  voice,  her  manner,  her  counte- 
aiance,  were  all  convincing  proofs  that  her 
resolutions  were  founded  on  principles 
too  solid  to  be  easily  shaken.  She  also 
refused  to  leave  the  apartment  while  it 
contained  her  mother;  and  her  wonder- 
ing sfaid  admiring  new  friends  were  obli- 
ged to  'acquiesce  with  merely  her  per- 
mission under  certain  restrictions,  of  pro- 
viding the  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  interment  of  the  deceased,  which  was 
settled  to  take  place  on  the  third  day 
fc^lowing;  and  in  the  mean  time  they^ 
vPCTc  entreated  not  to  take  offence  at  her  ' 
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requesting   tliat  till    after    that    period, 
they  might  not  ask  to  see  her. 

The  gentlemen  promised  every,  thing, 
and  filled  with  admiration,  astonishment, 
esteem,   and  compassion,   took  leave  of 
these  interesting  and  mysterious  Stran- 
gers. 

Technical,  who  had  departed  from  the. 
chamber  of  the  deceased  in  obedience  to 
very  persuasive  commands,  could  not, 
however^  resist  the  invitation  of  Mrs, ! 
Higgins  to  step  into.,  her  parlour,  and 
marvel  a  little  on  the  .obstinacy- of  the 
old  lady  in  refusing  his  efficacious  nos- 
trums;  and  so. intent  were  tlwy  i^  con- 
sidering the  state  of  the  case,  thalL  the 
Doctor  and  his  companion  had  nearly 
reached  the  bottom  of  the  stairi^:.l^fp*«\ 


"fhey  heard  the  crocking  of  shoes,  ^vhich 
instantly  struck  them  with  patiic.  The 
lapothccary  whipped  nimbly  into  the  china 
closet,  and  was  as  nimbly  locked  in  by 
Mrs.  Iliggins,  who  regained  her  seat  and 
■her  knitting  by  the  time  the  gentlemen 
completed  their  entrance  into  the  room ; 
'but  in  shutting  in  the  corporeal  part  of 
^er  squat  associate,  ^e  unfortunately 
shut  out  his  skirts ;  and  the  raven  black 
cloth,  and  japanned  black  buttons,  being 
iustantly  recognized  by  Colonel  Belnard,- 
Ihe  raised  his  voice  sufficiently  to  he  lieard 
by  the  prisoner,  whose  car  he  concluded 
to  be  at  no  great  distance  from  the  ex- 
tremity of  his  raiment. 

'*  We  are  glad  to  find,  Mrs.  Higgins/' 
said  he,  ^^  that  your  conduct  to  these 
ladies  has  obtained  their  approbation,  and 
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rpv^iicst  you  \v\\l  do  your  utmost  to  i-eiiJcr 
Your  house  as  comfortable  as  pos^iblc  to 
tlieni  uhile  they  R^niiiu.  As  for  that 
medtliing  gentleman,  Mr.  Technical,  you 
may  inform  him,  that  if  he  {wesumcs 
again  to  intiiide  or  cause  them  the  least 
uneasiness,  Sir  Thomas  shall  hear  of  the 
insult  he  has  offered  to  two  ladies  w  ]\o  ar« 
nearly  connected  withnrv'  family." 

"Lord,  be  good  to  me.  Sir!"  cried 
Mrs.  Higgins;  **  for  certain  we  neither  of 
us  knew  that.'' 

**  Kno\r  it  now  !"  said  he;  "  they  arc 
Wards  of  my  uncle  who  resides  abroad; 
take  care  you  do  not  displease  them  ;  for 
so  surely  as  rou  do,  so  surely  you  w  ill 
repent  it." 


•••  As  Ihopc  formercy,  Sir,"  slie  replied, 
^  I  would  -not  offend  Sir  Thomas,  nor. 
your  uncle,  noT'One  of  your  name/' 

The  entrapped  hero  of  the  bolus  echoed 
Bke  assurances  -in  a  sH^ifiiing  groan. 

-^*  You    will   tell    Teehnical    to   keef^- 
quiet,"  -said  Doctor  Estlake ;   "  as  a  fi iend 
I  advise  him  not  to  incur  the  resentmeat* 
lof  such  a  family." 

Mrs.  Higgins  gave  her  protestations  of 
<<very  thing  demanded,  and  opening  the 
tioor  with  a  profound  curtsey,  more  of 
fear  than  love,  she  saw  them  depart ;  but 
in  returning  to  the  parlour,  her  alarm 
for  herself  obliterated  all  recollection  of 
the  prisoner,  till  the  sonorous  sounds 
pf—  "  for  the  love  of  G— d,    worthy 


Ticiglibour,  let  me  out  !'*  started  her  from 
her  reverie,  ai>d  she  hastily  reUeved  tiic 
perspiring  delinquent,  whose  fears  by 
no  means  originated  in  fancy.  Sir  The* 
nias  Behiard  was  his  landlord,  and  arrears 
of  rent  stared  him  in  the  face  with  more 
eloquent  impressions  of  silence  than  all 
the  injunctioas  the  most  learned  orator 
could  possibly  deduce  for  his  convic*^ 
tion*  J  -ju-jfii  i)i  :tof. 
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DOCTOR  ESTLAKE,  at  the  age  of 

sixty-five,  possessed  strength  of  feeling 
Httlc  inferior  to  that  which  aiiiinated  the 
bosom  of  Colonel  Belnard  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven-  and  in  undertaking  the 
fiineral  of  Mrs.  Vere,  he  had  secretly  de- 
termined to  become  the  friend  and  pro- 
tector of  her  daug:liters.  To  this  reso- 
lution he  was  actuated  by  motives  very 
different  from  mere  curiosity ;  he  beheld 
a  woman  young,  lovely,  and  unfortunate; 
■whose  manners  impressed  esteem  and 
commanded  respect,  left  in  a  situation  as 


■unhappj  as  unprecedented;,  and  who 
appeared  ^vholly  destitute  of  all  conso- 
lation or  assistance,  except  that  which 
she  derived  from  her  own  sense  of  rec- 
titude and  firmness  of  resolution  to  over- 
come evils  that  must  sink  a  mind  unsup- 
ported hy  religious  confidence.  His 
]H'rsuasioii.  of  this  last  sentiment  was  in 
itself,  sufhcient  to. secure  his  frienclship: 
his  heart  was  at  all  times  the  seat  of  urba- 
nity and  benevolence;,  and  kis  temper, 
tJiough  impatient  to  a  fault,  was  enliiely 
free  from  the  bitterne3S  of  resentment,  ox* 
the  malice  of  revenge?  and  much  more 
irritable  to  the  injuries  of  those  he  loved 
than  any  that  could  be  otlered  to  himself. 
His  affection  for  Colonel  fielnard,  was 
that  of  a  father,  who  having,,  w^th  uiir 
wearied  attention,  moulded  the  mind  oi* 
his  pu])il  according  to  the  model  of  hi^ 


47 

own  wlslies,  glories  ia  the  work  lie  has 
aclilcvcd.  He  had  bccft  his  private  tutor, 
to  which  circumstance  he  owed  liis  for* 
tune,  and  centered  in  this,  his  favourite, 
the  warmest  sentiments  his  heart  could 
boast. 

That  in  tliis  extraordinary  occurrefice 
their  ideas  should  ab^^imilate  must  be  sup- 
posed, but  the  age  aiKl  profession  of  the 
one  gave  to  liis  offers  of  attention  the 
characteristic  of  a  father,  and  obtained 
for  him  an  evident  p4'efefence  in  the  intei- 
view  they  had  with  Miss  Ycrc,  Colonel 
Belnard  could  not,  however,  suppress  a 
wish  that  his  uncle's  name,  to  the  importj 
ant  exculpation,  might  entitle  him  to  i 
share  in  the  offere  of  friendship;  and  wheu 
he  canvassed  the  subject  with  his  old 
-friend,  and  they  mutually  agreed  to*oifc* 
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these  strangers  an  asylum,  Bclnard 
warmly  contended  for  the  right  of  no- 
minathig  his  father's  house.  Doctor 
Estlake  was  more  inclined  to  offer  his 
own;  but  as  he  coakl  not  dispute  the 
authority  of  the  Colonel's  claim,  lie  pro- 
mised to  leave  the  election  to  the  choice 
cf  the  ladies  themselves,. 

But  as  no  step  could  be  taken  till  after 
the  interment,  they  were  compelled,  as 
yet,  to  endure  the  suspense.  The  day  at 
length  arrived  for  the  awful  solemnity, 
and  both  gentlemen  attended  as  chief 
^lourners :  the  persom>  for  whom  they 
i'cre  thus  actively  employed  did  not  ap* 
^ear,  but  Mrs.  liiggins  brought  a  message 
^o  Doctor  Estlake  frouL  Miss  Vere,  re- 
questing, if  he  could,  with  convenience, 
spar©  half  an  hour  m  the  evening,,  that 
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she  might    have  the   honor  of    seeing 
him^ 

Colonel  Bclnard  felt  half  mortified, 
half  offended,  at  being  omitted  in  this 
invitation ;  but  when  the  Doctor,  at  the 
time  appointed,  prepared  for  his  visit,  he 
walked  with  him  to  the  house  of  Mrs. 
Higgins,  and  willingly  agreed  to  sit  in 
her  parlour  while  his  friend  remained 
above  stairs. 

The  good  woman  was  extremely  anx- 
ious to  convince  this  heir  appar         f  hef^-,^^ 
landlord,  that  she  had  paid  due  c  .^        nee 
to  his  mj unctions,  respecting  the  ladies* 
for  whom  he  was  so  interested ;  but  -'-h^ - 
could  not  help  expressing  something  oj 
her  surprise  at  the  singularity  of  ihci 
conduct.     She  could  make  no  discov  . 

VOL,  I.  p 
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or  form  no  conjecture,  of  who  tliey  were, 
or  of  any  circumstance  attaclied  to  them  ; 
and  perceiving  that  she  was  now  heard 
with  moFC  anxiety  than  displeasure,  she 
ventured  to  speak  more  freely. 

^'  Tor  my  party  Sir,"  said  site,  *^  I  would 
have  been  glad  at  heart  to  comfort  Mis», 
hxit  I  felt  quite  foolish,  as  it  were,  when 
I  went  to  speak  to  her  about  grieving, 
'when  she  don't  grieve  at  all,  as  I  can  see. 
Yet,  if  she  was  not  sorry,  why  would 
she  sleep  all  night  beside  the  corpse  with 
-Jier  arm  thrown  over  the  neck  ?  Lord, 
•  iceep  us  I — I  wondered  at  her  courage!" 
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The  .Colonel  looked  surprised, 

'**  It  is  true,  Sir,  I  assure  you,  tliough 
I*m  not  quite  sure  that  she  sleeps  neitlier, 
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for  every  morning  she  looked  so  weary, 
and  so  pale,  I  used  to  think  she  was 
going  to  faint ;  but  she  always  said  she 
was  very  well,  and  the  only  thing  that 
seems  to  make  her  uneasy  is  her  sister 
fretting  so  much.  The  poor  thing  doe*; 
indeed,  take  on  sadly,  and  refuses  to  eat 
or  drink,  though  Miss  makes  me  get 
every  thing  nice  artd  comfortable  for  her : 
they  have  money  enough,** 

''  Certainly,''  said  the  Colonel.  ''  They 
are  of  family  and  fortune,'* 

Mrs.  Higgins  feared  she  had  gotie  too 
far;  and  the  Doctor  soon  after  descciiding 
from  his  visit,  his  young  friend  departed 
with  him. 

*'  I  am  afraid,  Charles/'  said  ihc  old 
D  2 


gentleman,  as  they  proceeded;  ''I  am 
afraid  you  will  be  half  angry  with  me ; 
I  have  prevailed  on  these  strangers  to 
come  to  my  house  without  once  menti- 
oning  that  of  your  father." 

*'-  And  why  ?  my  dear  Sin** 

**  I  will  tell  you  truly;  they  are  both 
4ovely  women,  and  evidently  of  more  than 
common  rank:  to  you  they  would  be 
i^angerous.  companions. " 

^*  You  ought  to  know,  Sir,"  said  Bel- 
jiard,  smiling,  to  conceal  his  disappoint- 
jncfit;  ''  that  I  am  not  susceptible/' 

''  If  you  were  1  should  not  think  pre- 
caution so  necessary  to  preserve  you  from 
forming    an    inconsiderate    attachment 
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Were  you  like  Waltheim,  to  become  the 
victim  of  every  pretty  foot  and  well-turned 
elbow^  a  remedy  might  easily  be  found  in 
a  new  object  of  admiration;  but  where 
nature  and  refinement  combine  their  most 
exalted  eftbrts  to  render  a  woman  equally 
captivating  to  the  ey^  and  the  under- 
standing, her  powers  of  conquest  are  too 
-certain  to  be  imprudently  braved.  Such 
a  woman,  once  beloved,  can  never  be  for- 
gotten ;  and  your  heart  once  surrendered, 
would,  I  fear,  be  irrecoverable. " 

**  Why,  in  that  ease,  would'  you  fear 
it?'' 

'*  Because  I  suspect  that  tlie  eldest, 
who,  though  less  beautiful  than  her  sister, 
is  more  suited  to  your  taste,  is:ahcady 
engaged." 

d3 


Behiard  started* 

*'  I  would  rather,"  resumed  the  Doctor, 
*'  that  your  conviction  of  the  necessity 
for  avoiding  Miss  Vere  M'as  derived  more 
from  theory  than  experience.  If  she  is 
the  woman  I  believe  her ;  if  the  elegance 
of  her  external  attractions  are  derived 
from  internal  excellence,  your  case  wouid 
be  desperate.'* 

**  Even  were  she  ens^aoced?" 

*'  Ah,  Charles  ! were  you  tempted 

to  7'egret  her  engagement,  you  at  once 
commit  a  crime  and  incur  the  punish- 
ment!'' 

**  I  have,"  continued  the  Doctor,  find- 
ing his  companion  silent;  *'  I  have  oifered 
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them  ft  residcnee  ia  my  lodge,  and  Mis& 
Vere,  who  answered  for  both,  acceptecj 
k  with  gratitude,  for  a>  time ;  but  her 
confusion  in  pronouncing  these  words 
excited  my  suspicions  that  she  will  not 
be  long  her  own  mistress,  and  if  my  con- 
jccture*  are  well  founded,  I  candidly 
declare  to  you  my  earnest  wishes,  that 
your  first  interview  with  her  may  be  th^ 
last.'' 

"  lam  not  such  a  slave  to  my  passions,** 
said  Celnard,  **  or  so  accustomed  to  sub- 
mit to  their  impulse,  as  to  make  myself 
unhappy  for  an  object  which  I  know  to 
be  unattakiableJ' 

"  I  believe  so,  indeed,"  answered  the 
Doctor;  **  and  if  you  can  affirm  to  me 
that  the  sight  of  Miss  Vere  has  excited 
p4 
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j\o  otlier  interest  than  that  arishig  from 
curiosity,  I  will  no  longer  insist  on  the 
danger  of  your  investigating  her  cha- 
racter." 

Belnard  coloured  deeply,  and  laugh- 
ingly answered,  that  the  election  of  fancy 
could  not  fairly  be  termed  a  choice  of  the 
heart. 

*'  It  is  at  least  a  step  towards  it  ^v^lich 
I  would  caution  you  against;  and  though 
I  must  regret  the  temporary  privation 
of  your  society,  I  dare  not  venture  so 
greatly  to  risque  your  peace  of  mind  as 
to  desire  it,  while  these  incognito's  are  my 
guests." 

i 

*'  Plavc  you  actually  settled  for  their 
removal  ?'*  he  gravely  demanded. 
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'*  I  have ;  my  sister,  you  know,  is 

violent  in  her  friendships  as  in  her  detes- 
tations, and  her  daughter  is  her  echo ;  if 
fancy  leads  them  to  a  preference  I  shall 
rejoice;  if  not,  I  can  certainly  secure  their 
attention  and  respect,  and  will  by  this 
night's  post,  write  to  tliat  effect." 

*'  But  have  you  no  apprehensions  that 
^Irs.  Crank  may  be  displeased  at  the  in- 
trusion of  two  pretty  women  in  the  very 
orbit  of  her  daughters  conquests  ?" 

*^  No;  for  these  women,  even  if  they 
do  appear,  are  not  of  that  class  in  which 
Sophia  will  find  competitarsi  and  I  can 
venture  to  promise  her  a  thousand  com- 
pliments, where  these  two  sisters  will  net 
leccive  one." 
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**  Your  description  is  contradictory.'* 

*'  No,  my  dear  fellow;  few  men  will 
aspire  to  my  protegees ;  those  who  are 
capable  of  the  elevation  will  not  easily  be 
induced  to  abandon  it.'* 

"  It  is  not  safe  to  listen  to  you,  Sir  ;'* 
said  Belnard,  endeavouring  to  rally; 
'*  when  do  they  consent  to  make  you 
happy  in  their  society  r" 

*^  In  the  course  of  a  week,  by  which 
time  Mrs.  Higgins  will  have  completed 
tlie  purchase  of  their  mourning." 

The  conversation  was  now  dropped, 
and,  as  if  by  mutual  agreement,  not  once 
again  renewed.     Doctor  Estlakc  appeared 


16  repent  having  said  so  much,  and 
Colonel  Belnard  that  he  had  listened  so 
attentively^ 

But  on  the  evenhig  of  the  fifth  day, 
when  these  two  fi  iendsr  were  sitting  ovef 
their  wine,  conversing  with  their  usual, 
confidence  on  every  subject  hut  the  one 
which  perhaps   both  thought  of  niost^ 
Mattocks  kought  in  a  note   addressed 
to  his  master,  which,  he  said,  required 
an  immediate  answer.     The  Doctor  open- 
ed it,  and  on  seeing  the  signature  eagerly 
read  the  folbwing  :•— 


"Can  yoir forgive  mc,  Sir,  for  trespassing  on  th 8^ 
VinJness  yon  have  already  so  largely  bestowed,  and 
forbear  accusing  me  of  caprice  in  requesting  to  know 
if  we  may  hope  to  obtain  the  asylum  you  promised, 
two  days  earlier  than  out  own  appointment  ?  a  gen- 
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tleman  Iia«  taken  lodgings  in  this  house,  and  made 
some  enquiries,  which  alarm  us  into  the  resolution 
of  leaving  it  the  first  moment  you  grant  us  permission 
to  do  so.  As  yet,  Sir,  I  feel  myself  responsible  to 
your  good  opinion  for  every  step  in  which  I  maj/ 
take  your  advice  and  guidance.  Need  I  re-urge 
you  to  observe  a  silence  which  this  event  renders 
doubly  necessary,  and,  alas  I  donWy  pamful  ?" 

*^  Pardon  me,  if  under  these  disadvantages,  I  dare 
hope  your  esteem  will  not  be  denied  to^ 

"DearSio 

**  ever  with  gratitude, 
"  Your  most  obedient, 

«  OLIVIA » 


''  I  believe,"  said  the  Doctor,    after 
perusing  the  letter  twice;  "    I   believe 
I  must  shew  it  you,    as  the    best   ex- 
cuse I   can  offer  for  so  suddenly  leaving 
you." 
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Belnard,  with  afTected  carelessness,  ran 
his  eye  over  the  lines,  and  requested  that 
no  apology  might  be  offered  as  he  could 
as  easily  return  to  Bclvalo  that  evening 
as  two  days  later.  The  Doctor  accord- 
ingly made  his  arrangements  without 
further  consultation,  and  his  young 
friend,  with  more  regret  than  he  wished 
to  acknowledge,  in  less  than  an  hour  after 
assisted  him  into  his  chaise,  in  which  he 
had  previously  settled  to  call  on  his  new 
companions  and  already  much  beloved 
guests. 

Colonel  Belnard,  for  the  first  time  in 
his  life,  felt  afraid  of  his  own  reflections, 
and  entirely  dissatisfied  with  himself  for 
being  so;  to  elude  them  was  his  only 
remedy,   and  he  determined  on  setting 
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eut  for  Belvale^  whicli  was  situated  near 
the  little  town  of  Br.ochenhurst,   on  the 
Lorders  of  New  Forest,   and  not  more 
than  seventeen  miles^  distant  from  Souths    , 
ampton^  ! 

He  gave  orders  to  his  servant  to  follo^v 
with  his  horses,  and  proceeded  on  foot 
through  the  town;  but  in  passing  near 
one  of  the  principal  Hotels  he  felt  his- 
arm  arrested,  and  turned  to  see  by  whose 
hand^ 

*^  Hah,  Colonel !"  said  a  gentleman^ 
who  he  did  not  in  the  moment  recollect  j 
*^  upon  my  soul  I  am  glad  to  see  you." 

.Belnard  now  recognized  one  of  the 
many  friends  of  the  inconsiderate  Wai* 


thelm;  and  the  possibility  of  learning 
something  of  him  suddenly  recurring,  he 
submitted  to  the  famihar  grasp  of  Mr. 
Dimple,  and  when  the  customary  salu- 
tations were  concluded,  asked  if  he  knew 
where  Waltheim  had  hid  himself? 

**  Hid  himself!  that  is  the  exact  term, 
my  dear  Colonel,"  lisped  Dimple,  with 
a  smile  of  approbation.  ''  Waltheim 
has  been  hiding ;  and  to  some  purpose 
faith." 

**  May  I  ask  where  ?  and  for  what  ?" 

'*  Surely ;  and  I  am  happy  to  give  you 
every  possible  intelligence ;  I  caught  him 
about  a  fortnight  ago  in  London ;  as  busy 
as  any  man,  hiring  a  house." 


"  A  house  r'a.uidc 
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*'  Yes,  faith ;  he  is'  going  to  be  mar* 
rietl;  you  did  not  know  that  ?" 

-r".     t^ii  j^tiii  j.iO)  ^i'j^t    . 

"  No,  really ;  ^  replief3'  th*e'  Colonef, 
carelessly. 

*^  r  thought  so,"  answered  Dimple^ 
^'  and  spoke  to  him  very  severely  on 
committing  such  a  folly  Avithout  your 
permission." 

"My  permission!"  repeated  the  Co* 
lonel;  '^  I  only  presumed  to  give  him  my 
advice." 

"  O  !  1  know  that;  but  it  is  the  ge* 
neral  phrase,  you  know,  for  advice ;  and 
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pon   my  soul,  poar  Waltheim  wants  ad- 
vice; he  is  not  very  deep,  as  I  guess, 

hey  ?" 

♦*  You  could  hardly  discover  that,  Mr. 
Dimple." 

'*Why,  certainly,  my  dear  ColoneV 
replied  the  pliant  lii;per,  wholly  unwound- 
ed  by  the  point  of  satyr,  *'  I  did  not 
actually  ascertain  the  fact — I  guessed  as 
much,  and  it  is  possible  I  may  be  mis- 
taken." 

''  Very  possible ;  but  what  fact  did  you 
ascertain?" 

<'  That  he  is  going  to  be  married  to  a 
a  very  fine  woman,  whom  I  shall  have 
great  pleasure  in  introducing  you  to  r " 
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\ 
•'  Has  he  left  her  in  your  protection  ?'^     ' 

''  Not  absolutely ;— but  something  like 
it — he  told  me  wkere  to  fiiid  heiv" 

''That,  no  cToubt,  is  a  permission  to 
such  a  maix  as  you,  Mr.  Dimple*'* 

•*  Exactly  so.  Colonel;  Waltheim  i^ 
one  of  the  best  fellows  in  the  world.'* 

>'  He  i&  nat  very  cunning,  at  least."^ 

"  That  is  precisely  my  idea  of  him ; 
you  shall  breakfast  with  me  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  1  will  present  you.  to  this  lovely 
creature." 

^'  You  are  very  polite/*  answered  the 
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G)lond ;  *'  but  I  am  now  ou  my  way  out 
of  town." 

•*  Where  are  you  going  r"  asked  Dim- 
ple. 

**  Why  do  you  enquirer** 

'*  Because  Waltheim  is  gone  to  your 
father's  in  search  of  you,  and  I  thought 
^ou  might  contrive  to  make  that  you? 
way." 

'*  Belnard  looked  mucTi  surprised. 

'*True, 'ponmy  life/'  lisped  Dimple: 
**  to  tell  you  my  opinion  of  the  affair,  I 
think,  that  without  your  advice,  he  may 
cut  but  a  shabby  figure,  marr^nng  the 


6s 

devil  knows  who,  that  he  picked  up  by 
chance  at  the  Land's  End;  *pon  my  faitb 
it's  a  fact." 


\ 


"  Yet  you  seem  to  know  the  lady  ?'^ 

*^  At  least  as  well  as  He  does;-  and  be- 
fore this  time  to-morrow  I  shall  know  heci 
a  great  deal  better/* 

*  4-    'err       irr^.-r 

"  You  give  yourself  too  miicfi:  troulile 
on  his  account ;"  said  the  ColoneL 

J*  Pshaw !  my  dear  Colonel  I  to  serve 
a  friend  so  essentially  I  would  do  any 
thing.  It  was  on^this  principle  I  engaged^ 
'Lady  Senegal  and  her  two  si'sters  in  his 
favour,,  arid  'f  <?ati.  safely  promise  y6u5 
&2>eedy  iuforn^afrnnj' 
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^'  Lady  Senegal  Is,  no  doubt,  a  power- 
ful asiiistaiit.'' 

*'  I  thought  so;  in  this  way,  admirable  ! 
jshe  sets  every  engine  to  work,  and  it 
is  impossible  fojvany  one  to  escape  her/* 

^^  Was  Sir  Sentiment  joined  in  your 
friendly  plans?" 

**  Sir  Sentiment ! — why  sure  he  is  gone 
on  an  expedition  ten  months  ago  to  the 
river  Amazons.  On  my  soul  it's  a  fact ;" 
lie  li;spingly  reiterated  ;  *'  he  is  gone  on  a 
very  important  discovery." 


**  Under  the  direction  of  government, 

[suppose?" 

ji  :> 

**  That  is  the  probability:  you  know  Tic 


h  a  very  intelligent  man,  and  quite  fit 
for  the  business;  he  is  gone  to  find  out 
whether  the  women  there  are  such  -^reat 
monstrous  creatures  as  they  are  reported 
to  be,  and  whether  they  live  together  in 
herds,  or  mix  with  the  men  of  their  owit 
nation." 

Belnard  laughed  aloud. 

''  It's  rather  a  foolish  plan,  ia  my  mind,'' 
resumed  Dimple,  *^  and  I  advised  him 
strongly  against  it;  but,  Hke  all  men  of 
his  way  of  thinking,  he  is  very  obstinate 
in  his  own  opinions." 

*'  I  thought  he  was  rather  obstinate  in 
his  wife's  opinions;  at  least  wheu  she  is 
present  he  dare  not  utter  his  own," 
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'^  No ;  'pon  my  soul  you  judge  riglit 
there ;  I  have  hiirted  as  much  to  hira  ;  but 
he  is  a  worthy  man  in  his  way,  and  I 
have  known  him  to  give  some  very  good 
<linners.'* 

*^  He  is  then  a  valuable  friend,"  said 
JBelnard  diily.  ^ 

**  Certainly ;  but  must  you  go  to-night, 
uny  dear  Colonel?"  cried  Dimple;  '' wc 
shall  have  a  petit  soupe  at  her  Ladyship's, 
:and  if  you  come  I  will  give  you  the 
choice  of  her  sisters :  it  is  quite  the  same 
to  me  to  which  of  them  I  pay  my 
devoirs." 

'*  I  thank  you,  good  Dimple,"  said 
Colonel  Belnard;  *«  but  as  my  horses 
have  overtaken  me,    and  I  must  over- 
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take  the  night,  to  your  offers  of  either 
I  am  compelled  to  answer,  neither.'* 

*^  He  !  he  !  he  !  Colonel ;  'pon  my  life 
that's  a  good  one ;  but  harkee  !  don't  tell 
Waltheim  I'm  on  the  look  out  for  him ; 
he  is  a  testy  fello^v-,  but  I  love  him  too 
well  to  quarrel  for  mere  sport.'* 

**  I  believe  you,"  replied  Belnard,' 
"  good  evening.'^ 


CHAP.  IV. 

INTRODUCTION  TO  A  FAMILY. 


THE  father  of  Colonel  Belnard  was  a 
gentleman  of  respectable  rank  and  fortune, 
and  yet  more  respectable  character.  Early 
in  life  he  had  married  against  the  approba- 
tion of  his  family,  who  avenged  their  pride 
by  every  effort  of  illiberal  abuse ;  but  as  the 
eldest  son,  he  could  not  be  deprived  of  his 
legal  inheritance,  and  by  a  series  of  events, 
he  was  at  this  time  next  in  succession  to 
the  title  and  estates  of  a  distant  relation. 
He  had  been  bred  to  the  bar,  but  finding 
the  study  of  the  law  too  tedious  for  his 
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disposition,  and  the  contumely  of  his 
wealthy  relations  too  galling  to  his  spirit, 
he  retired  with  his  family  to  his  paternal 
estate  in  the  farthest  part  of  Hampshire, 
and  devoted  his  time  to  the  improvement 
of  his  farms,  and  the  education  of  his 
children. 

A  considerable  time  elapsed  without 
,  any  interruption.  Jtiom  his  former  acquaint- 
ance, when  Sir  Thomas  Belnard,  the  owner 
of  the  family  castle,  and  hereditary  honors 
of  the  Behiard  name,  among  otherlof  (the 
wliims  which  sometimes  occupied  his 
toain,  took  the  singular  one  of  visiting 
]iis  cousin  at  Bel  vale.  Sir  Thomas,  when 
a  young  man  was  much  esteemed,  though 
always  considered  eccentric;  butiaii  un- 
fortunate perseverance  in  every  resolution, 
and  a  determination  to  gratify  every  wish, 
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however  diiVicult  might  be  the  attain- 
ment,  had  deprived  him  of  the  affections 
of  all  his  associates.  Early  in  life  he  had 
devoted  his  heart  to  a  very  lovely  and 
accomplished  woman,  who,  except  in 
fortune,  was  e\'ery  way  his  superior  :  this 
consideration  lie  however  deemed  suffi- 
cient to  ensure  success,  aiid  with  a  person 
very  ill  calculated  to  inspire  the  tender 
passion,  persecuted  her  Avith  addresses 
which  she  steadily  refused.  Her  gentle- 
ness of  character  he  mistook  for  wayward 
modesty,  and  urged  her  father  to  enforce 
authority  in  his  favour;  some  very  violeiit 
measures  were  adopted,  and  the  yoiln^- 
lady  eluded  all  his  offered  advantages' t)f 
fortune  by  an  elopement.  This  M'as'  an 
injury  he  never  forgave;  his  house,  whidi 
had  been  prepared  for  her  reception  va  all 
the  pomp  of  expence  and  riclmes;s  of  taste 
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peculiar  to  tliat  time,  was  quickly  dis- 
mantled of  its  furniture,  and  even  licr 
name  was  never  afterwards  pronounced 
in  hk  hearing ;  he  plunged  himself  into 
the  most  extravagant  dissipations,  his  for- 
tune became  endangered,  his  health  lost, 
and  his  peace  of  mind  mote  than  ever 
destroyed.  It  was  supposed  that  he  had 
severely  repented  the  persuasion  of  suc- 
cess which  prevented  his  adopting  more 
lenient  measures  to  win  the  hand  of  the 
lady,  but  he  ever  from  that  period  exe- 
crated the  sex,  and  on  retiring  to  retrieve 
his  broken  fortune  and  constitution,  he 
lived  like  a  gloomy  discontented  penu- 
rious old  Misanthrope;  The  tyranny  and 
caprice  of  his  temper  daily  became  more 
firmly  rooted,  and  he  might  be  truly  said 
lo  answer  the  descriotion  of  the  outcast 
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n£  society,    hh  hand  teas  against  every 
manj  aiid  tvery  man's  hand  against  him^ 

The  good  qualities  which  had  once 
marked  his  character,  were  by  Mr.  Bel- 
Bard  still  remembered ;  he  was  besides  a 
relation,  which  secured  to  him  an  aifec- 
tionate  and  warm  reception,  and  the 
infle:^ibility  of  his  temper  insensibly  gave 
way  to  the  undeviating  serenity  of  his 
cousin's  family,  AW  there  was  peace  and 
unanimity ;  they  quarrelled  not  with  his 
caprice,  but  they  never  adopted  it,  and 
he  had  at  least  the  generosity  to  rejoice^ 
that  since  he  had  no  children  of  his  own 
to  inherit  his  possessions,  they  were  to 
descend  to  the  children  of  him  whom  he 
respected  entirely,  and  loved  as  well— as 
he  could, 
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To  the  youngest  of  Mr.  Belnard's  Uvo 
sons,-  he,  m  a  sliort  time  evinced  the  most 
pointed    partiality.      The  little    Charles 
was  ever  certain  of  being  Avell  received  at 
the  castle,    and  often  sent  home  with  a 
trifling  present :    at   length  he    made  a 
formal  proposal  of  adopting  him  as  his 
own,   and  though  the  title  and  annexed 
estates   could  not  be  alienated  from  the 
direct  successor,  he  had  wealth  sufficient 
to  render  the  offer  in  this  respect  alto- 
gether unexceptionable.     In  every  other 
instance,  alas  !  it  was  not  so ;  Mr.  Bel- 
nard  saw  very  much  to  object,   but  he 
feared   to  refuse,   and  having  consulted 
with  his  wife,  who,   with  tears  of  bitter 
reluctance,  consented,  lie  committed  his 
little  Charles  to  the  entire  guidance  of  Sir 
Thomas.     The  baronet  was  vain  of  his 
young  charge,  and  spared  no  expence  on 
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hh  education  ;  but  he  knew  not  the  feel- 
ings of  a  father,  and  exercised  an  austere 
authority  which  severely    mortified  his 
young  dependant.    The  natural  nobleness 
of  Charles  spurned  the  oppression  equally 
distributed  to  vice  and  virtue,   and  such 
at  last  was  tlie  disgust  occasioned  by  the 
relentless  sternness  of  his  patron,  that  he 
one  day  left  the  castle  in  the  determi- 
nation never. again  to  become  its  inmate. 
He  pursued  his  way-  across  the  fields  to 
his   father's   house,    resolving  boldly  to 
declare  his  intention  ;  but  on  entering  the 
parlour  he  found  his  mother  in  tears,  and 
his  little  sister,  then  but .  two  years  old, 
endeavouring  to  console  her.     He  learned 
that  his  brother,  then  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, had  j^een  dra.wn  into  a  society  of 
hojI'^^jOQke)^  ;\thO  had  involved  him  in 
djet>|»!wWdj  jJais. .father:  must  pay;  .and 
e4 


80 

what  was  yet  more  deplorable,  the  lad 
himself,  far  from  offering  an  atonement 
for  his  errors,  had  joined  a  company  of 
strolling  players.  **  You  see,  my  son," 
said  the  afflicted  mother,  **  the  event 
which  I  so  deeply  lamented  was  designed 
by  Providence  as  a  blessing.  I  grieved 
too  much  at  resigning  you  to  Sir  Thomas, 
whose  manner  of  thinking  is  so  different 
from  that  of  your  father;  but  the  educa- 
tion and  profession  he  will  give  you,  will 
enable  you  to  provide  for  your  sister  when 
we  are  gone.  Henry's  debts  even  now 
affect  the  estate,  and  when  it  becomes 
his  own  I  can  have  no  dependance  on  his 
justice  or  humanity." 

Charles,  young  as  he  was,  (then  only 
twelve  years)  was  struck  dumb  with  grief 
and  indignation ;  he  returned  to  his  lately 
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abjured  home  in  a  state  of  mind  widely 
different  from  that  in  which  he  Ixad  left 
it,   and  secretly  resolved  to  become  one 
day  the  protector,  not  only  of  his  sister, 
but  of  his  family.     From  that  moment  he 
bent  his  thoughts  to  the  completion  of  his 
purposes,    and    the    peculiarity    of    his 
situation,  though  often  extremely  painful, 
had  the  happiest  influence  on  the  conduct 
of  his  more  manly  years.    His  heart  glow- 
ing with  the  affections  of  nature,  and  in- 
spired with  the  energy  of  hope,    conti- 
nually looked  forward  to  the  period  in 
which  he  might  be  enabled  to  secure  an 
independence  to  those  he  so  truly  loved ; 
his  mind  acquired  a  degree  of  strength, 
and  his  judgment  a  solidity  far  beyond 
his  years,    while  the  persevering  determi- 
nation of  his  temper  preserved  to  him  a 
continual    command   over  himself,    and 
E  5 
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regulated  lils  conduct  as  he  advanced 
in  life.  In  the  vicissitudes  of  a  camp,  and 
the  temptations  to  dissipation  which  sur- 
rounded him,  he  undeviatingly  pursued 
the  plans  he  had  projected  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  his  design ;  and  though  often 
subject  to  the  severe  ridicule  of  his  com- 
panions, he  ever  obtained  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  To  a  warm 
heart  he  united  a  sound  head  and  a  highly 
cultivated  understanding,  and  though 
easily  excited  to  contempt  or  indignation, 
he  was  slow  to  emotions  of  resentment  or 
revenge.  Prudent,  but  not  mercenary; 
generous,  but  not  ostentatious  ;  firm,  but 
not  unfeeling;  and  just,  but  not  severe.  To 
a  taste  for  simple  and  domestic  pleasures  he 
joined  an  elevation  of  soul  and  a  refine- 
ment of  sentiment  that  turned  him  from 
vice,  and  attracted  him  to  virtue;  and 
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t}iese  qualifications  were  concen toed  in  a 
person  eminently  handsome  ;  to  manners, 
eminently  polished,  and  rank  both  of  birth 
and  profession. 
:i;d  ,fn 
The  early  vices  of  his  elder  brother  had, 
happily  fqr  his  family,  brought  him  to  an 
early  grave ;  but  his  father  had  been  com- 
pelled, tp  curtail  many  of  the  comforts  of 
life^to  pay  the  debts  the  dissolute  youth 
had  contiacted  :  to  make  up  these  priva- 
tions the  young  soldier  perseveringly 
denied  himself  the  gratifications  of  selfish 
indulgence,  and  not  only  cleared  his 
father  from  all  incumbrances,  but  secured 
to  his  sister  a  suitable  independance. 

.  Though  now  heir  apparent  to  the 
honors  and  wealth  of  his  flimily  name, 
these  acts  of  duty  were  much  too  liberal 
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for  the  contracted  spirit  of  Sir  Thomas  p 
wlio,  ill  a  fit  of  caprice,  withdrew  his 
favour.  The  Colonel  acknowledged  gra- 
titude for  the  education  and  profession 
he  had  received  from  him,  but  asserted 
his  own  right  to  devote  both  to  tlie  ser- 
vice of  those  from  whom  he  had  received 
his  being.  Expecting  concessions,  Sir 
Thomas  could  ill  brook  this  independance 
of  his  will  and  authority ;  he  threatened 
vengeance,  but  >vithout  effect ;  his  young 
relation  was  still  the  same,  and  whil-e  he 
opposed  his  wishes,  behaved  to  him  with 
the  attention  of  a  son.  The  storm  of  the 
old  man's  temper  gradually  lessened, 
though  Charles  could  no  longer  boast 
his  partial  favour  and  aifection,  but  the 
loss  of  this  was  largely  supplied  by  a  ten- 
fold increase  on  the  part  of  those  he  had 
so  highly  benefitted,  who  exultingly  glo- 
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lied  in  the  son  and  the  brother;  and  these 
dear  and  beloved  friends  now  received  , 
him,    not  only    Avith  the    affections  of 
natuie,    but  the  overflowings  of  grati* 
tude. 

It  was  late  at  night  when  the  Colonel 
arrived  at  Belvale,  and  his  entrance  w^$ 
doubly  welcome  for  being  unexpected. 
The  mutual  congratulations  were  warm 
and  sincere,  and  Avhen  they  had  a  little 
subsided,  he  enquired  if  Waltheim  had 
lately  made  his  appearance  there.  His 
sister  replied,  that  he  came  two  days  be- 
fore, and  expressed  the  greatest  disap- 
pointment at  not  meeting  his  friend. 
*'  We  wanted  him,"  added  she,  **  to  go 
to  Southampton;  but  he  did  not  like  en- 
countering the  Doctor,  and  has  taken  a 
trip  to  Weymouth  to  pass  away  the  time 
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till  your  expected  arrival  here.  .  He  is 
certainly,"  pursued,  Constance,  laugh- 
ing, *^  labouring  with  some  terrible  secret 
^^hicb  I  wanted  him  to  confide  to  my 
good  keeping,  but  I  annoyed  him  too 
much,  tod  to  vex  me  he  made  the  effort 
of  keeping  it  to  himself*  we  shall  have  it 
all  no  doubt  in  an  hour  or  two  after  we 
sec  him  again." 
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A  NEW  CHARACTER. 


THE  first,  the  second,  and  the  third 
day  elapsed  after  the  arrival  of  Colonel 
Belnard  and  no  Waltheim  appeared;  but 
at  the  end  of  a  weelc  when  the  family 
were  sitting  down  to  supper,  they  heard 
a  ringing  at  the  house  bell,  and  immedi- 
ately, the  person  expected  was  announced. 
He  started  in  as  much  amazement  at 
seeing  his  friend  as  if  he  had  supposed 
him  in  another  kingdom,  and  was  so 
earnest  in  his  self-congratulations  on  this 
iinlooked  for  happiness,  that  IMrs,  Bel- 
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Hard  at  length  reminded  him  that  supper 
cooled :  his  apologies  were  now  offered 
in  equal  profusion,  and  he  added  as  he 
took  his  place;  **  You  know  Ma'am  how 
anxious  1  have  been  to  see  Charles." 

t 

**  We  know,"  said  Constance,  gravely ; 
*'  and  I  have  been  telling  him  so  this 
week  past." 


"  Why,  for  heaven's  sake,   Colonel/' 

exclaimed  Waltheim,     **   are  you    here 

so  long?  How    damn'd   unfortunate  I 
was !" 

'*  Come,  come;"  said  Constance, 
^'  don't  drop  your  jaws,  or  you  cannot 
cat;  and  I  am  sure  you  are  hungry." 

*'  That  is  true,"  he   replied  eagerly, 
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Tcsuming  his  knife  and  fork ;  "  I  am 
devilish  hungry,  for  I  eat  nothing  since 
I  left  Bristol." 

Bristol !  \ !  repeated  all. 


"  Yes;  I  have  l^een  there  these  two 
days ;" — ''  but  what  have  you  been  doing 
with  yourself  since,  Belnard?  It's  a 
plaguay  long  time  since  I  heard  from 
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*^  That  is  because  you  did .  not  enquire 
forme." 

**  Pardon  me,"  retumcd  Waltbcim; 
**  I  wrote  to  Doctor  Estlakc  about  you, 
but  he  had  not  the  politeness  to  answer 
mv  letter." 
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"  Because  you  forgot  to  mention  ^vlicre 
he  could  address  you." 

Poor  Waltheim  was  so  overwhelmed 
with  shame  at  this  rebuke,  that  not  even 
Constance  could  enjoy  a  laugh  against 
him. 

*'  Gome,"  said  Belnard^  **  the  past 
shall  be  forgotten;  we  may  now  begin  a 
new  account.'* 

^*  Upon  my  soul,  Charles,  you  are  very 
kind  to  me,"  answered  the  confused 
culprit ;  *'  but  I  was  so  engaged  I  did 
not  know  which  way  to  turn  ;  I  will  tell 
you  all  to-morrow." 

"Tell  it  now;"  said  Constance. 
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And  you   present?   trust  inc   1  wil 


lot. 


^' Itdont  giguify  to-night,"  said  she; 
*'  you  may  consult  me  to-morrow." 

^  Waltheim  looked  quite  angry,  and  Mrs. 
Bchiard,  to  turn  the  conversation,  asked 
him  Avhat  amusements  he  found  ia 
Bristol? 

^-^None;''  he  replied;  ''  I  wmt  with 
poor  Forfair,  who  has  hurst  a  blood 
vessel,  and  is  very  ill  indeed," 

*'  Is  there  any  hope  of  his  dying  r'' 
said  Constance. 

''  Hope  ?"  repeated  Waltheim  ;  "  if 
you  could  see  him  you   would  not  ask 
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that  question;  he  is  an  object  of  com- 
passion." 

"  Not  a  worthy  object;''  said  the  Co- 
lonel, ''  he  treated  his  biotlier  cruelUv" 

"  Yes,  so  he  says;  and  his  death  has 
^   made  him  q^uite  miserable.'' 

All  looked  aghast !: 

"True,  indeed,"  resumed  Waitheim ; 
"  poor  Frank  lost  his  life  in  less  than  a 
month  after  he  landed  in  the  West  In- 
dies.'^ 

Gaiety  no  longer  presided  at  the  table- 
of  Mr.  Belnard;  every  face  was  clouded 
'with  concern,  and  Constance  having 
vainly  struggled  with  her  teajs,  hastily 
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left  the  room.  Conversation  was  en- 
tirely suspended.;  and  the  party  imme- 
diately broke  up. 

The  character  of  Walthcim  was  too 
Avell  kn«wn  to  his  friends,  for  any  act  of 
thoughtlessness,  to  occasion  lasting  dis- 
pleasure; they  had  seen,  and  heard  of  a 
thousan<l  giddy  occurrences,  none  of 
-which  ever  betrayed  meanness  or  selfish- 
ness ;  aiKl  though  he  incessantly  sinned 
and  repented,  offended  and  asked  par- 
don, he  had  always  evinced  an  affection- 
ate and  grateful  heart ;  while  the  gaiety 
of  his  disposition,  and  the  good  natured 
attention  of  his  manner,  in  the  general 
routine  of  intercourse,  won  upon  the 
feelings  and  against  all  caution  of  wisdom 
and  gravity,  gained  upon  esteem. 
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The  next  morning,  -svlien  he  appeared) 
he  was  therefore  greeted  as  usual,  and  as 
usual  took  a  very  large  portion  of  thc' 
conversation.  Constance  had  apparentl}/\ 
forgotten  her  grief  of  the  evening  before,, 
and  the  name  of  Forfair  was  not  again 
mentioned  to  disturb  her  vivacity.  j 

''  Well,  Mr.  Waltlieim;"  said  she, 
when  breakfast  was  nearly  concluded; 
"  are  you  prepared  to  make  your  con- 
fession?" 

^'  How  do  you  know  that  I  have  one 
to  make?"  he  replied. 

''  There  is  no  question  of  that,"  sh^ 
answered,  ''  I  will  speak  with  you  about 
it  presently." 
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Waltliclm  stared. 

^'  I  have  been  settling  the  aifair  in  my 
own  mind,"  she  resumed,  **  and  you  will 
find  me  an  excellent  iassistant." 

*'  In  what,  pray  ?" 

*^  In  the  aforesaid  confession ;  I  can 
'help  y6ii  out  where  your  memory  fails." 

^'  You  must  be  wiser  than  I  suspected," 
he  repHed  ;  ^'  but  you  are  just  fishing  to 
find  it  out." 

""No,  trust  me;"  she  carelessly  an- 
swered ;  ''  I  have  not  now  to  learn  it." 

"Nor  ever,"  he  retorted;  ''trust  7?ie 
for  that." 
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''Then  m%  did  you  tell  it  to  Peter; 
^vho  told  it  to  Stephen ;  who  told  it  to 
Betty;  who  told  it  to  me?" 

Walthcim  fixed  on  her  a  stare  of  va- 
cant amazement;  "  but  she  gravely 
nodded,  and  repeated  the  word, "  why? 

*•  Because,"  said  Belnard,  "  he  has  a 
great  deal  to  boast  of,  and  no  man  could 
have  acted  with  more  moderation  under 
such  circumstances." 

The  stare  was  turned  on  the  Colonel. 

*'  I  hear  she  is  a  squaw ;"  resumed  Con- 
stance, 

"  She  is  a  very  fine  woman,   notwith- 
standing, said  her  brother." 
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*'  And  very  much  impiovcd,  since  shr 
took  the  ring  out  of  Iver  nose,  and  sub- 
stituted a  riband  sash  for  a  belt  of 
wampum,"  added  Constance. 

M'altheim,  thoroughly  convinced  that 
his  secret  was  discovered,  affirmed  with 
a  dreadful  oath,  that  she  never  wore 
either  ;•  and  Constance  no  longer  able  to 
k^ep  her  countenance,  burst  into  an  im- 
moderate fit  of  laughter,  which  agaii^ 
excited  his  suspicions  that  she  was  only 
in  jest,  and  he  looked  at  her  doubt- 
ingly. 

•*  At  all  events,''  cried  the  Colonei-, 
lising  from  table,  '•  I  am  glad,  Wal- 
theim,  you  were  not  obliged  to  leave  the 
kingdom  in  search  of  a  wife;  and   that 
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your  progress  was  arrested,  though  at  the 
very  Land's  End." 

Walthcim  was  again  amazed,   and  his 
friend  left  the  roam. 

^^  Follow  him/*  said  Constance ;  "  now 
is  your  time." 

*^  I  believe  so  too/'  he  replied,  and  In- 
stantly disappeared. 

Belnard  had  expected  this  pursuit ;  he 
was  going  to  walk  across  the  fields  on  a 
visit  of  duty  at  the  castle,  and  invited 
Walthcim  to  stroll  that  way.  Already 
ap])rized  by  Dimple  that  something  was 
in  airitation,  he  was  now  convinced  that 
it  must  be  something  important,  and  re- 
solved   to  investigate    the   matter  tho- 
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roughly,  and  treat  it  with  seriousness,  if 
not  with  severity. 

*'  Come,  my  friend,"  said  he;  ^^ confide 
in  me  freely  :  you  shall  not  find  me  hasty 
in  my  judgement ;  but  if  you  wish  for 
cither  my  advice  or  assistance  in  any 
difficulty,  I  must  be  acquainted  with  the 
'whole  affair,  without  the  reservation 
single  circumstance.'* 


*'  I  hope,"  cried  Walthelm,  ^^Bad^ 
'not  suppose  me  capable  of  deceiving 
you?'* 

|,.j  **  No,  believe  me  !  I  am  fully  persuaded 
you  never  even  attempted  to  deceive  me, 
though  you  have  often  succeeded  in  de- 
ceiving yourself." 

V  ^ 
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^^  Do  you  allude  to  the  present  case  ?*'" 

'^  No ;  because  I  am  unacquainted 
with  it :  when  you  inform  me,  you  shall 
have  my  serious  and  sincere  opinion/' 

**  Then  where  shall  1  begin?''  Cried 
Waltlieim.     ^^  I  am   half  afraid  of  you 


Eeghi  your  narrative  where  you 
•^cglWjpur  adventure  ;  I  will  listen  witli- 
<3iit  interruption,  and  then  deduce  my 
.conclusions/' 

^^Well,  then  :  I  will  say  nothing  oFyoui 
illness;  I  hate  to  think  of  it,  and,  tt 
avoid  seeing  it,  I  resolved  to  go  an  ex'- 
cursion  through  some  of  the  counties  \ 
had    not    before    visited.     Sometimes  J 
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rambled  on  foot,  son^etimes  on  horse- 
back, but  always  alone;  and  I  never  was 
so  happy  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life. 
I  have  taken  memorandums  of  every 
place,  and  when  they  are  arranged  you. 
shall  see  them." 

Belnard  well  knew  he  had  no  reason  to 
apprehend  a  speedy  perusal;  and  Wal- 
tlieim  proceeded.- 

*^At  last,  my  dear-  friend,  after  tra- 
Yelling  a  long  zig  zag  journey,  I  found 
myself  in  Falmouth,  and  since  I  had 
gone  so  far  I  resolved  to  visit  the-  extre- 
mity of  the  Kingdom.  Accord mgly  I 
wandered  down  to  Lizard  Point,  where  I 
easily  procured  a  fishing  smack  to  carry 
me  across  the  bay  to  Land's  End,  where 
I  landed,  and  took  up  my  lodging  at  the 
r  3 


village  of  Trevescan,  exactly  three  hiin-^ 
ilrcd    miles    from    London.     From   this 
place  I  rambled  about,  when  the  v/eather 
permitted ;    but    it   was    the    month   of 
March,  and  of  course  not  very  serene." 

**  I  had  been  here  but  a  few  days,  when 
one  evening  the  wind  suddenly  rose,  and, 
before  night,  blew  a  rank  storm.  I  could 
see  from  my  window  a  wide  expanse  of 
ocean,  and  as  the  thick  heavy  clouds 
rolled  over,  they  often  emitted  a  gleam 
of  light,  which  discovered  to  me  the 
jnountainbus  waves,  dashing  forward  ia 
tremendous  majesty.  At  last  I  heard  a 
signal  of  distress  fired,  and  went  out  to 
see  what  was  going  forward  for  the  assist- 
ance of  the  sufferers.  A  number  of 
persons  were  assembled  on  the  beach, 
from  Mhom  I  learned,   that  a  vessel  had 


just  struck,  and  every  soul  on  board 
perished.  To  a  sight  like  this  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  place  were  well  accustomed, 
and  I  could  easily  observe,  that  hope  of 
plunder  predominated  over  feelings  of 
humanity  ;  but  had  I  even  been  able  to 
procure  help  for  those  who  still  continued 
to  demand  it,  the  raging  of  the  sea  pre- 
vented all  possibility  of  being  of  service, 
and  by  the  time  morning  broke,  the 
firing  had  ceased,  and  nothing  was  seea 
but  the  foaming  flood.'* 

'*  To  lament  was  no^v  useless,  and  I 
walked  forward  without  knowing  where ; 
but  soon  finding  myself  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  town,  I  was  about  to 
return,  when  I  observed  a  number  of 
persons  assembled  on  a  ridge  of  rocks 
that  projected  into  the  isea:  concluding 
f4 
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at  once  that  something  was  the  matter,  I 
hastened  towards  it;  but,  good  God  1 
how  shall  I  describe  that  moment?  or 
can  you  imagine  the  sight  of  a  vessel 
thrown  upon  the  point  of  an  immense 
rock,  and  deserted  by  one  wave  only  to 
give  place  to  the  dreadful  shock  of  ano- 
ther? such  was  the  situation  of  the 
vessel  I  beheld.  The  rock  she  was  thrown 
on  was  separated  from  that  on  which  we 
stood ;  but  though  the  distance  was  short, 
the  men  surrounding  me  declared,  that 
no  boat  could  live,  and  nothing  could 
save  the  miserable  creatures  who  clung 
to  the  shattered  rigging.  At  length  a 
huge  wave,  advancing  its  black  front, 
passed  entirely  over  the  ship,  and  those 
about  me  uttered  a  shout  of  horror  in  the 
belief  that  all  was  lost ;  but  in  a  moment 
we  again    distijiguishcd    that    the  part 
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which  had  hitched  on  the  rock  still  re- 
mained, and  on  this  wc  beheld  three 
figures,  whom,  from  the  white  dresses 
they  wore,  we  plainly  ascertained  to  be 
females." 

•*  My  sensations  of   agony  amounted 
in  this  instant  to  madness,  and  springing 
into  a  boat  which  was  fastened  in  a  little 
creek  immediately  below  me,   I  drew  out 
my  watch  and  offered  it  to  the  first  who 
would  assist  me  in  preserving  their  lives. 
All  stood  motionless,  till  one  man,  more 
daring  than  the  rest,   said  he  would  try 
what  could  be  done.     He  coiled  a  rope 
round  his  own  waist,  and  another  round 
mine,  and  throwing  the  ends  to  his  com- 
panions,  directed   me  to  hold  him  fast 
with  one  hand,  and  keep  fnm  to  the  boat 
with  the  other,  while  he  managed  it;  then 


watching  an  opportunity,  \v'e  affected 
our  purpose,  and  reached  the  unhappy 
sufferers.  It  was  in  fact  the  work  of  a 
moment  The  women,  wlio  were  chng- 
ing  to  each  other,  and  keeping  to  the 
wreck  by  the  remains  of  the  foremast, 
were  instantly  in  our  boat,  and  the  suc- 
ceeding wave  lifting  us  to  meet  the 
clouds,  threw  us  witli  violence  on  the 
shelving  steep,  from  whence  we  were 
speedily  rescued.  All  were  more  or  less 
stunned  by  the  shock,  but  the  man  and 
I  soon  recovered,  and  conveyed  the  ex- 
hausted sufferers  to  a  cottage,  where  we 
gave  them  every  assistance  the  place 
afforded,  and  I  at  length  had  the  hap- 
piness to  see  them  restored  to  their 
senses." 

*'  The  habitatiou  wc  were  in  was  how- 
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ever  too  wretched  to  provide  even  a  suf- 
licicncy  of  cloaths  to  relieve  them  from 
the  wet,  and  I  proposed,  difficult  as  might 
be  the  removal,  to  endeavour  to  get  them 
forward  to  Penzance,  which  was  the 
nearest  place  where  medical  and  other  aid 
could  be  procured.  They  willingly  as- 
sented to  the  necessity  of  making  the 
exertion ;.  a  chaise  was  brought  to  us 
with  unhoped  for  expedition,  but  the 
task  was  even  more  difficult  than  I  ima- 
gined ;  the  eldest  of  the  ladies  could  ill 
bear  to  move,  and  when  we  at  length 
got  her  into  the  chaise,  her  two  daugh-* 
ters,  with  extreme  caution  and  tender- 
ness,  supported   her.- Belnard  !        >■ 

^vhat  is  the  matter  ?"^ 

*'  The  heat,— it  is  quite  overcoming,"^ 
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he  replied  ;   '^  let  us  sit  under  the  shade  of 
this  oak.—" 

He  threw  himself  on  the  green  turf, 
and  Waltheim  being  seated,  resumed  his 
story. 

'^  In  fine  the  journey  was  accomplished. 
I  rode  beside  the  chaise  and  saw  what 
the  mother  suffered  ;  but  at  Penzance  we 
got  to  a  comfortable  inn,  and  she  was 
put  to  bed,  where  she  remained  nearly 
a  month  attended  only  by  her  daugh- 
ters :  for  though  I  proposed  sending  to 
Falmouth  for  a  physician,  if  she  doubted 
•the  skill  of  those  the  town  afforded,  she 
declined  all  assistance.  Her  daughters, 
in  her  sufferings,  forgot  their  own,  and 
finding  no  probability  of  her  recovery  in 
that  place,  or  no  possibility  of  her  under- 
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taking  the  land  journey^  I  proposed  hiring 
a  small  vessel,  in  which  they  might,  at 
such  a  season,  coast  it  with  convenience 
to  London.  This  plan  was  entirely 
approved,  and  in  a  fortnight  after  we 
all  embarked.  And  noA\^,  Belnard,  comes 
my  confession." 

**  Proceed ;"  he  replied. 

**  I  had  seen  but  little  of  the  ladies 
while  at  Penzance :  the  illness  of  Mrs. 
Vere  precluded  my  visits,  but  when  wc 
got  on  board,  and  found  the  weather  de- 
lightfully favourable,  she  thought  herself 
relieved  by  sitting  on  deck,  where  she 
and  her  daughters  passed  most  part  of 
Qvery  day,  and  I  had  the  happiness  of 
sharing  their  society.  Had  you  seen 
ihem,  Belnard,  you  would  not  condemu 
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my  rashness ;  when  in  their  presence  I 
was  the  happiest  man  in  the  world ;  when 
they  retired,  tlie  most  miserable :  but 
though  both  the  daughters  were  lovely, 
my  heart  soon  made  a  choice;  and  may 
I  own  to  you? — my  tongue  soon  told 
it." 

*'  By  you  who  are  unacquainted  with 
the  violence  of  love,  this  precipitancy 
may  well  be  condemned.  I  had  however 
little  reason  to  doubt  tlie  respectability 
of  the  alliance,  even  independent  of  their 
manners  and  conversation,  wlrich  were 
far  beyond  any  that  I  had  before  deemed 
elegant;  they  had  saved  about  their 
persons  some  very  valuable  jewels:  but 
had  Olivia  been  cloathed  in  wretchedness- 
and  poverty,  I  could  not  have  resisted 
her  attractions.     Her  expressions  of  gra- 
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titucle  were  to  the  last  degree  affeeting, 
and  when  she  blessed  nie  for  preserving, 
the  lives  of  her  mother  and  sister,  I  dared 
to  ask  herself  for  my  reward. — " 

*'  And — you  obtained  it?"  faulteringly, 
asked  Belnard. 

*'  You  shall  hear.  As  we  proceeded 
on  the  voyage  I  found  I  hourly  gained  in 
the  good  opinion  of  Mrs.  Vere,  of  Avhom 
I  ventured  to  demand  her  daughter;  you 
will  one  day  see  Olivia,  my  friend ;  and 
not  only  excuse,  but  sanction  my  choice. 
Her  conduct,  as  a  daughter  and  a  sister, 
furnishes  evidence  sufficient  of  that  she 
-will  adopt  as  a  wife ;  and  the  beauty 
of  her  person,  the  elegance  of  her 
manners,  the  commanding  reserve  joined 
to  the    most^  bewitching  softness,  and 


heroic  coufage,  in  the  form  of  feminine 
dehcacy,  at  once  assured  me  that  I  was 
securing  my  own  happiness  and  your  ap* 
probation.  You  are  silent,  Belnard;, 
ah'cady  am  I  condemned  ?"^ 

***  No,  uo; — pray  proceed.'^ 

'*  Such  was  the  woman  whose  hand  I 
demanded,  without  being  ascertained  of 
any  one  circumstance  attached  to  her. 
All  the  intelligence  I  could  obtain,  was, 
that  they  came  in  a  Swedish  vessel,  but 
from  what  part  of  the  world  they  guard- 
edly suppressed  informing  me :  I  was 
desired  to  ask  no  questions;  to  make  no 
enquiries,  for  they  could  never  be  satis- 
fied •  and  yet,  such  is  the  impression  of 
BIGHT,  they  carry  in  the  most  mysterious 
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words,   that  it  is  impossible  a  moment  to 
suspect  them  of" wrong." 

'*  And  you  were  accepted— —withaufc 
hesitation?'* 

"  Ah  !"  answered  Waltheim, — "  I  wisb 
I  could  say  without  hesitation ;  I  cannot 
indeed  avoid  believing,  that  at  first  I 
owed  my  acceptance  more  to  Mrs.  Vcre  » 
influence  than  my  own ;  but  I  must  pro- 
ceed regularly.'* 

"  The  poor  sick  mother  told  me  that 
I  had  her  wishes  for  success  with  Ohvia, 
and  advised  me  to  let  the  matter  rest  till 
some  more  favourable  symptom  appeared; 
in  the  mean  time  I  should  have  oppor- 
tunity for  continuing  my  assiduities ;  but, 
unfortunately,  Mrs.  Vere  became  so  ill 


she  could  no  longer  bear  the  motion  of 
the  ship,  and  we  were  compelled  to  land: 
at  the  Isle  of  AYight.  Weakened  and 
exhausted  by  fatigue,  we  feared  she  could 
not  survive  many  hours;  it  was  then  I 
urged  my  suit,  and  then— I  Avas  ac- 
cepted." 

''  When  she  came  a  little  to  Rerseliv 
^he  had  a  long  conversation  with  Olivia- 
after  which  I  was  summoned-  to  attend- 
she  was  suj^ported  on  the  sopha  by  piU 
lows,  and  her  daughter  sat  beside  her; 
both  had  been  weeping  excessively,  but 
they   dried    their  tears    to   receive    me. 
There  was  a  solemnity  in  their  manner 
that  even  sickened  me,  and  I  found  my 
emotions    impossible   to   be    restrained: 
Mrs.  ^^cre  was  much  aifected  ;  she  gave 
'me  her  hand,  aud  endeavoui-cd  to  speak. 
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but  for  some  moments,  her  voice  failed  : 
her  words,  when  she  cQuld  utter  them^ 
sunk  for  ever  on  my  memory."' 

**  I  have  spoken  to  Olivia,"  said  shr, 
*'  on  the  subject  you  have  so  earnestly 
urged :  she  is  sensible  of  your  merits,  and 
of  our  obligations  ;  but  it  cannot  be  sup- 
posed, that  surrounded  and  crushed  by 
calamities,  much  greater  than  you  are 
aware  of,  she  could  devote  her  heart  to 
the  passion  of  love.  If  you  think  your 
future  conduct  will  entitle  you  to  her 
esteem,  you  may  feel  assured  she  will  not 
withhold  from  you  her  affections;  but  if 
your  conscience  cannot,  in  the  presence 
of  the  Almighty,  answer  that  you  are 
worthy  of  her,  leave  us  at  once  to  his 
mercy,    which   will    continue  to   guard 
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and  bless  my  children,   as  lie  has  ever 
doner" 

'^  I  merely  tell  you  the  words  she 
uttered,  Belnard  ;  for  to  do  justice  to  her 
manner  would  be  impossible.  I  felt,  iii* 
deed,  that  all  my  hope  of  happiness  I  was. 
receiving  from  her,  and  gloried  in  claim- 
ing  by  the  most  solemn  engagement,  the 
hand  of  a  woman  who  appeared  frieiidles?^ 
unallied,  and  forlorn  l" 

"  You  are  then  married^'^  quickly  iix*- 
terrupted  Belnard. 

'  "  No;— not  yet;  but  in  the  presence 
of  her  mother  she  sacredly  pledged  me 
her  hand,   and  the  fervent  blcssmg  of  a- 
parent  was  equally  bestowed  on  us  both. 
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The  scene  that  followed  tliis  was  tenify- 
ing;  Mrs.  A^ere  was  thrown  into  convnl- 
sion  fits  by  the  agitation,  and  we  believed 
her  expiring;  but  she  gradually  became 
better,  and  at  length  composed." 

From  this  period  Olivia  s  manner  en- 
tirely ^changed  ;  hitherto  she  had  appear- 
ed frequently  constrained,  and  even  cold 
'\vhen  addressing  me  on  any  subject  but 
that  of  gratitude;  but  now  she  became 
studiously    attentive.      She    seemed    to 
"keep  a  guard  on  herAvords  and  actions, 
that  she  might  in  every  instance  please, 
and  her  manner  was  now  not  only  fami- 
liar  but    affectionate.       This    alteration 
gave  me  reaso'n  to  hope  that  I  had  ob- 
tained her  heart,  and  I  ventured  to  press 
for  our  marriage;    but  she  steadily  re- 
fused, ■  till  her  mother's  .health  should  be 
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entertain  some  expectations,  as  she  daily 
appeared  recovering.  Still,  however,  she 
xefused  the  advice  of  any  but  a  London 
physician,  and  when  she  thought  herself 
able  to  remove,  I  \vas  commissioned  to 
^o  up  to  London  and  prepare  for  their 
arrival.  This  I  accordingly  did.  I  hired 
a  small  ready  furnished  house,  and  en- 
gaged the  necessary  attendants,  to  whom 
I  have  left  the  charge  of  airing  it  for  the 
new  inhabitants ;  and  I  cannot  help  flat- 
tering myself  that  there  is  nothing  want- 
ing to  complete  my  happiness,  but  your 
approbation.'' 

It  is  unnecessary,"  returned  Beluaid, 
in  a  low  voice. 

•*  Nay ;  now  you  arc  angry  with  me, 
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^ly    dear   friend,    but  wait   till  you  sec 
Olivia ;    coiidenui  mc    not  till  then.     I 
jcoufess,    indeed,    that  appearances    may 
lead  you  to  accuse  mc  of  the  old  fault, 
7172 tfiijiki?jg  precipitation  ;j3iud  when  I  found 
Jeisure   to  reflect  a  little  on  wliat  I  had 
xlone,   I  felt  conscious  that  I  deserved 
your  censure :  I  recollected  all  your  kind 
friendship   and    interest  in  my   welfare, 
and    my   father's    last  address   to   you ; 
this  awoke  me  from  mv  dream  :  I   knew 
all  you  might,  and  probably  would  say  to 
mc,  on  the  absurdity,  and  even  madness, 
of  marrying  a  woman  with  whose  charac- 
ter, fortune,  connections,  and  name,  I  am 
unacquainted,    and  I  resolved  not  to  see 
her   again,    till  I   informed  you   of  the 
whole    affair,   and  prevailed   on  you  to 
accompany  me  to  receive  occular  proof 
that  the  eye  may  sometimes  direct  reason 


12© 

and  understanding  to  the  sure  attainment 
of  happiness.  I  must  hope  that  you  will 
not  think  I  have  acted  unpardonably." 

**  It  is  impossible,-'  said   Colonel  Bel- 
li ar-d,   after  a  considerable  pause;   "it  is 
impossible,  Waltheim,  for  me  to  give  you 
my  opinion  without  reflection.     The  sub- 
ject shall  receive  from  me  the  consider- 
ation I  feel  it  merits,   and  when  I  have 
formed  my  own  decision,    you  shall    Ijlc 
made  acquainted  with  it.     In  the  mean 
time  I  request  you  may  observe  the  most 
inviolable  silence   on   this  subject;    my 
sister,  though  she  jested  on  it  this  niorn- 
ing,   little  imagined  it  was  a  riiatter  of 
such  importance  to  you  and  to — others, 
and  it  ought  to  be  treated  with  respect 
and    circumspection ;   leave   me   now   to 
pursue  my  walk,— 1    will    meet  you  at 
dinner." 


Waltlieim  willingly  obeyed,  and  saun- 
tered about  the  grounds  till  the  'dinner 
hour,  wlienhe  again  met  his  friend.  There 
was  in  the  manner  and  countenance  of 
Colonel  Bclhard  a  solemnity  that  excited 
in  his  family  equal  surprise  and  concern; 
but  Waltlieim  discovered  in  it  no  mixture 
of  displeasure,  and  concluding  that  the 
dreaded  reflections  had  turned  out  in  his 
favour,  he  suffered  his  spirits  to  return  to 
their  usual  buoyancy,  while  those  of  his 
friend  continued  evidently  depressed. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


ADVICE  TO  A  LOVER, 


■■<>'c?fg'^^»^fe»a»i» 


THE  following  morning  Colonel  Bel- 
tiard  was  the  first  who  entered  the  break- 
fast room,  and  the  eyes  of  all,  though 
from 'different  motives,  were  anxiously 
turned  on  him;  but  their  apprehensions 
were  quickly  at  an  end  ;  he  had  regained 
his  cheerfulness,  and  that  of  his  compa- 
nions immediately  returned  to  the  usual 
tone. 

When  breakfast  concluded,  he  proposed 
to  Waltheim  a  walk,  and  the  invitation 


was  eagerly  accepted.  The  two  friends 
ju'ocecded  in  silence  down  the  avenue, 
and  struck  into  a  wood  which  skirted  the 
foot  of  the  lawn,  where  Belnard  abated 
his  pace,  and  turned  sudd erdy  to  his  conv* 
panion. 

'*  I  suppose/'  said  he,  "  you  half  guess 
alread}^,  that  I  intend  you  a  lecture?" 

*^  I  confess  I  did  half  guess  it;  but  the 
tone  of  your  voice  assures  me  that  it  will 
not  be  very  severe.  I  am  willing,  howr 
ever,  to  prove  my  submission,  by  receiving 
your  admonitions  with  proper  humility, 
provided  you  promise  a  total  oblivion  of 
all  my  past  follies,  and  a  continuance  of 
your  friendship." 

"  You  know,'*  returned  the  Colonel, 
g2 
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'^'  I  am  not  apt  to  reynind;  to  forget,  must 
only  depend  on  yourself;  but  it  is  my  real 
and  serious  opinion,  that  my  friendship 
and  advice  is  no  longer  essential  to  you. 
Do  not  mistake  me,"  he  continued, 
smiling;  ^'  I  only  resign  all  my  right  and 
title  of  admonishing  you,  as  heretofore, 
into   the  hands  of  much  more  absolute 

authority. Olivia    is    so    ca[>ab]e    of 

acting  the  female  Mentor  to  the  wisest 
of  us,  that  I  should  think  myself  in 
error,  when  my  opinion  varied  from 
ber^s." 

Waltheim  looked  amazed. 

^'  It  is  true,"  resumed  Belnard.  '*  I 
have  already  seen  Olivia,  and  in  circum- 
stances which  called  forth  powers  of  mind 
Itvhich  I  little  imagined  was  ever  possessed 
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by  lier  sex,  and  very  rarely  by  our's.  Far 
from  condemning  your  choice,  I  consider 
you  as  peculiarly  favoured  by  heaven  in 
the  election ;  and  if  you  obtain  her  af- 
fections, you  may  well  be  considered  au 
object  of  envy. 

The  Colonel  then  proceeded  to  relate 
to  his  astonished  companion  the  occur- 
rence through  which  he  had  obtained  the 
interview  with  Olivia,,  carefully  sup- 
pressing, however,  the  extorted  discovery 
of  the  wound,  which  he  knew  Walthcim 
too  Well  to  entrust  to  his  knowledge ;  but 
he  described  the  scene  he  had  witnessed 
in  terms  which,  in  any  other  lover,  might 
have  excited  very  dificrcnt  feelings.  Wal- 
theim's  surprise  was  succeeded  by  the 
most  poignant  grief  for  the  death  of  Mrs* 
Vere,  whose  memoiy  he  blessed  in  re- 
G  3 
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peated  exclamations  ;  and  this,  at  length, 
gave  way  to  the  most  rapturous  gratitude, 
for  the  warm  approbation  with  which  his 
friend  had  sanctioned  his  choice. 

Echiard  could  not,  for  a  considerable 
time,  stop  the  torrent  of  rhapsody,  but  on 
tiic  iir.'st  interval  he  resumed. 

**  You,  yesterday,  hoped  that  I  would 
not  pronounce  you  unpardonable;  but, 
in  one  instance,  you  are  decidedly  so. 
You  have  confided  this  affair  to  Dimple, 
a  man  who  I  have  often  suggested  to  you 
is  not  fit  to  be  trusted  as  a  friend,  or  even 
to  be  associated  with  as  an  acquaintance. 
His  manners  are  studiously  conciliating, 
but  I  am  very  much  deceived,  if,  under 
the  mask  of  affected  complacency,  he 
does  not  conceal  a  narrow  and  a  corrupt 
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miud.  lie  is  abiindoncd  to  dissipation, 
wlijich  lie  indulges  by  me^i[is  degrading 
to  a  gCAtleniaii ;  and  Avitli  the  air  of 
polite  ease,  lie  is  prying,  inquisitive,  and 
mo^t.  pr^meditatedly  impudent: ;  yet,  to 
&  \ic]h H  WP y  ^!i ^i  :y^^ . cpn6<^le  the  s toiy  of 
Otiyicij  :^he%  to'saicji  ^ jaiaii  you  ought; 
Dot  to  have  pronounced  her  nan le." 

**  Dear  Belnard;  cau  such  be  his  char 
racter?" 

*'  I  before  told  you  that  I  think  it  is; 
but  be  that  as  it  iray,  you  were  inex* 
cusablo.  No  man,  who  knows  the 
respect  that  is  due  to  a  Avoraan  of  deli- 
cacy, will  suffer  her  to  be  spoken  of  with 
freedom  by  men  of  ftee  character.  It  is 
an  insult  committed  against  her  more  by 
himself  than  by  any  other  person,  and 
c4. 
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should  Olivia  ever  hear  of  your  havin^** 
done  so,  it  will  certainly  sink  you  in  her 
opinion.  The  truth  is,  Waltheim,  that  in 
as  much  as  a  woman  of  vice  cannot  be 
too  much  detested,  a  woman  of  virtue 
cannot  be  too  much  prized.  She  carries 
a  ray  of  glory  round  her  brow,  which  illu- 
mines every  object  that  surrounds  her,  and 
renders  her  sacred  from  profanation :  the 
purity  of  her  mind  pervades  in  her  actions, 
irradiates  her  eyes,  breathes  through  her 
lips,  and  even  influences  her  clothing. 
She  is  not  only  elegant  w^ithout,  but 
elegant  within ;  and  no  man,  however 
abandoned  in  his  own  principles,  can  ap- 
proach lier  without  a  warning  sense  of  his 
own  depravity,  and  an  involuntary  tribute 
to  her  superiority." 

*' O,  EclnardT'  exclaimed  Waltheim; 
*'  how  exactly  have  you  described 
Olivia!" 


"  I  have  described  the  image  of  per* 
feet  ion,  ^vhich  my  own  fancy  has  drawn 
even  from  my  boyish  days.  It  is  said, 
tliat  men  of  the  military  profession  are 
free  thinkers  with  respect  to  women,  and^ 
considering  them  as  objects  of  prize  and 
phmder,  attack  them  by  stratagem  or 
force,  as  we  do  the  enemy's  fortifications, 
and  with  tire  same  certainty  of  success : 
with  many,  very  many  of  the  sex,  this 
plan  of  conduct  may  be  well  founded ; 
and  we  are  so  circumstanced  in  the  com- 
mon mode  of  life,  that  our  intercourse  is 
too  much  with  a  species  of  beings  wlio 
are  levelled  below  the  class  of  humanity, 
and  are  not  only  treated,  but  thought  of 
as  belonging  only  to  the  animal  creation: 
but  the  more  we  see  disgusting  in  them, 
the  more  we  know  of  that  infamv  and 
degradation,  which,  though  seldom  avoid- 
G  5 
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cd  must  be  abhorred;  so  much  the  more 
do  we  reverence  and  adore  the  sacred 
presence  of  innocence  and  modesty  !  Be- 
lieve me,  my  friend,  he  who  devotes  him- 
self to  tlie  one  is  nnworthy  the  otb.cr. 
Wisdom  and  virtue  cannot  assimilate  with; 
folly  and  vice;  pursue  the  fu'st,  and  avoid 
the  last,  that  you  may  meiit  the  lot  yon 

Imve  chosen  ; deserve  Olivia,  and— be 

happy!" 

He  then  turned  av/ay  and  took  a  path 
■v\'hfch  led  direct  to  the  house,  leaving  his 
companion  in  a  tumult  of  surprise,  plea- 
sure, and  exultation,  at  the  approbation 
so  unequivocally  bestowed  on  the  very 
conduct  he  feared  would  have  incurred 
his  censure,  or  entirely  deprived  him  of  - 
his  esteem.  Waltheim  pursued  his  walk, 
inusing  on  this  unexpected  circumstance, 
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and  meditating  en  plans  for  the  future^ 
in  all  the  enthusiiism  of  hope  ^vliich 
youthful  poets  fan cij  xvJtcn  i he i/  love;  but 
suddenly  recollecting  that  these  hopes 
could  not.  too  8oon  be  realized,  and  per- 
ceiving that  nothing  now  prevented  the 
prosecution  of  his  suit  with  Olivia,  he 
determined  directly  to  leave  Eel  vale  for 
the  purpose.  The  distance  to  Estlake 
Lodge  was  less  than  seventy  miles;. by 
setting  out  instantly  he  must  be  there 
before  night,  and  even  in  tini^  tp'have  a 
conversation  with  her  on  the  important 
subject;  to-n>prrovv  the  whole  business 
could  easily  be  arranged,  and  the  day  ap- 
pointed which  was  to  seal  his  bliss. 

The  suggestions  of  Waltheim's  imagir 
nation  were  generally  adopted  on  the 
instact,  qncl, though  seldom  persevered >in^ 
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no  person,  however  prejudiced,  could 
accuse  him  of  procrastination.  He 
struck  across  the  lawn,  and  flew  like 
feathered  Mercury  in  pursuit  of  his  friend ; 
he  burst  open  the  parlour  door,  and  find- 
ing only  Constance,  demanded  if  she 
could  tell  what  was  become  of  her  bro- 
ther ? 

She  answered,  *'  yes.'* 

*'  Where  is  her" 

"  In  his  apartment. — Hoa — he  desired 
Tiot  to  be  disturbed. " 

'*  But  I  want  to  speak  to  him  ;— very 
much." 

^'That  may  be  true;    but  it  is  als^ 
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true  that  you  cannot  speak  to  him  till 
dinner." 

'*  Pooh  ! — I  want  to  go  to  Estlake 
Lodge  to  dinner." 

**  You  may  go  to  Jerusalem,  if  you 
please,'*  returned  Constance,  very  calmly; 
**  but  you  must  first  sit  down  hcie,  and 
hold  this  skein  of  silk  on  your  hands  till 
I  wind  it  off:  Come,  hold  it  so, — tliat  is 
the  way  ; — now  tell  me  what  you  want 
with  Charles  ?" 

"  I  want  to  ask  him  if  I  ought  not  to 
leave  this  directly." 

"  He  will  answer— no,'' 
u  -yyj^y  Jq  yQ^  think  so?'! 
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*'  Because  \vc  dine  to-morrow  with  the 
little  French  marquis,  and  his  httle  French 
wife;  and  you  are  invited." 

*'  But  wliy  should  I  go  there?  I  don't 
speak  French." 

*'  Don't  you?  then  I  must  give  you  a 
little  very  wholesome  advice."' 

*'  What  is  that?" 

**  Never  again  venture  into  genteel 
company ;  for  in  spite  of  your  square 
shoulders,  your  circular  head,  and  trian- 
gular nose,  you  are  no  fit  companion  for 
gentlemen  and  ladies  J' 
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*'  Upon   my  soul,"   cried  Waltheini; 
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nettled,   "  you  treat  me  \nth  very  little 
ceremony." 

''So  will  every  bodj,  till 'you  speak 
French  : — but  what  will  take  you  to  E&t^ 
lake  Lodger" 

*'  A  chaise." 

**  Thank  you,*'  returned  Constance: 
''  that  is  so  good  that  I  will  memorandum 
it  down,  and  retail  it  as  my  own.  So—* 
now  you  may  go/' 

*'  What  shall  I  do,"  exclaimed  Wal- 
theim,    "  to  see  your  brother  ?'* 

J 

*'  Fidget  and  fret  till  dinner  time;  it 
will  amuse  you."  , 
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VValtheim  literally  obeyed  :  his  f^ear  of 
offending  protracted  his  intended  journey^ 
and  by  the  time  dinner  was  announced 
it  appeared  to  him  very  probahle  that 
he  could  not  contrive  to  leave  Belvalc 
for  another  week.  His  mind,  there- 
fore, became  settled  for  the  delay,  and 
he  did  not  mention  the  subject;  I  at 
Constance  supposing  it  had  been  al- 
ready discussed,  asked-  him  if  he  had 
got  leave  from  his  keeper  to  range  sq 
far  away  ? 

**  I  have  not  asked  it^"  he  replied. 

Constance  instantly  made  the  appli- 
cation, and  in  terms  altogether  her 
©wn, 

1*  He  is  in  the  right,"  answered  her 
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brother;  '^  and  as  J  supposed  he  hati 
that  intention,  I  have  written  such  a 
letter  to  Doctor  Estlake  as  will  insure 
him  a  kind  reception.*^ 

'*  Constance  laughingly  asked  if  he  waft 
going  to  school  ? 

"  Yes;"  replied  the  Colonel,  seii- 
ously ;  "at  least  he  will  obtain  the  be- 
nefit of  instructions  which  the  wisei^t 
philosopher  might  adopt  without  a 
bkish.  Come,  Waltheim, — I  will  give 
your  toast/' 

Echiard  filled  his  glass  with  an  un» 
steady  hand,  and  sent  lound  the  wine: 
the  hint  was  quickly  obeyed,  and  when  all 
were  prepared,  he  arose  from  his  chair, 
and  with  emphasis,  pronounced  the  name 
of--OLiviAr' 


138 

It  was  pledged  with  some  ciiiiosity, 
and  by  AValthelm  with  much  confusion  ; 
but  Colonel  Behiard  left  the  room,  ancl 
beckoned  him  to  follow. 

''Here,  my  friend/'  said  he,  **  is  the 
tetter  to  the  Doctor ;  I  am  sorry  it  is  ne- 
cessary, but  his  prejudice  against  you  it 
is  now  more  than  ever  in  your  power  to 
overcome.  He  is  so  much  interested  in 
the  happiness  of  his  new  wards,  that 
through  them  you  may  secure  his  esteem  : 
dear  Waltheim,  do  not  neglect  it,  for  the 
sake  of — her— who  ought  to  guide  your 
conduct  in  every  instance!" 

''  Ah,  Charles!'*  cried  Waltheim, 
*^  how  shall  I  convince  you  of  my  gra- 
titude ?" 

"  By  implicity  following  the  directions 
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I  this  clay  gave  you.  I  fee),  indeed,  that 
on  your  future  happiness  much  of  mine 
will  depend." 

*'  Generous,— kind,  Belnard  !** 

The  Colonel  hastily  turned  from  him 
and  demanded  when  he  thought  of  be- 
ginning his  journey. 

'^Instantly;  or  perhaps  to-morrow  :-*i 
when  you  please.'* 

*'  Then  to-night,  my  friend,'^   he  an* 

swered. ^'  I  think  I  shall — be  glad 

when  you  are  gone.'* 

Waltheim  eagerly  caught  at  the  per- 
mission, and  in  half  an  hour  left  Bel- 
vale 
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CHAP.  VIL 


THE  inhabitants  of  Belvale  never  had 
more  reason  to  rejoice,  in  the  presence 
of  a  son  ancT  a  brother  than  in  the  pe-^ 
Hod'  succeeding  Waltheim's  departure. 
Charles  was  all  vivacity,  and  far  from 
indulging  himself  in  occasional  seclu- 
sions, he  never  even  strolled  about  the 
grounds  without  being  accompanied  by 
hi^  sister:  betook  an  active  part  in  all 
his  fathcrV  employment,  and  an  interest 
in  every  little  occurrence  which  had 
hitherto  escaped    his  notice.      Mr.   Btl- 


141 

ward,   with  soine  surprise,   remarked 
cluinsre. 

**  M}^  dear  Sir,"  he  replied,  '^  can  you 
^vender  that  I  am  weary  of  being  inactive? 
my  regiment  is  expected  over  next  sea- 
son, or  I  would  certainly  give  up  my 
leave  of  absence,  and  join  it  abroad." 

**  God  forbid V  answered  his  mher; 
**  your  motlier  could  not  survive  her  appre- 
hensions if  you  again  visited  those  fatal 
climates.  But  we  will  not  think  of 
it;  you  are  now  stationary  at  least  in 
England." 

Charles  willingly  dropped  the  subject, 
and  suifered  none  to  obtrude  that  could 
damp  the  general  gaiety. — He  formed 
parties  of  pleasure,  and  was  himself  the 
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spring  \v'hich  gave   animation   to   their 
society. 

Bu-  these  pleasures  were  not  destined 
long  to  continue:  a  fortnight  after  Wal- 
theim  had  left  Belvale  a  letter  was  given 
into  the  hand  of  the  Colonel,  who  in- 
stantly recognized  the  address  to  be  in 
the  writing  of  Doctor  Estlakc,  and  hastily 
left  the  room  to  peruse  as  follows. 

^'  I  Iiave  experienced  a  severe  disappointment,  my 
^'  dear  boy,  but  must  only  advert  to  my  old  maxim, 
*^  that  every  thing  will  happen  for  the  besf ;  I,  how- 
^' ever,  think  my  self  justified  hi  breaking  my  I'esolution 
"  and  requesting  immediately  to  sec  you." 

"  Your  apartment  is  already  appropriated  to  ano- 
^'  thcv  fijuest;  but  I  have  taken  lodgings  for  you  in  th« 
''  house  ^vith  Waltheim,  and  shall  expect  you  to-mor- 
*^  row  evening :  so  determined  am  I,  my  dear  Charles, 
"  against  a  disappointment,  that  I  send  my  own  chaise 
^.'  to  insure  your  compliance. 
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^'  Rcrnenibcr  mc  in  Ihc  mostalTectionatc  terms  to  my 
o!d  friends:  they  may  safely  entrust  you  tome;  for 

""  M  ell  do  they  know  that  my  OAvn  happiness  is  not 

*-  so  dear  to  me  as  your's. 

^'  Believe  me,  toy  son,  ever,  ever,  your  watehful 
*•  father  and  friend. 

,     «  R.  ESTLAKE.'* 


On  enquiry,  Belnarcl  was  informed, 
that  James,  the  Doctor's  coachman,  was 
the  bearer  of  this  letter,  and  fiom  him 
he  immediately  learned,  that  his  old 
master  had  been  so  fretful  and  impatient 
since  he  went  home,  that  Mrs.  Crank 
entreated  the  Colonel  might  make  no 
delay.  With  mixed  pain  and  pleasure 
he  involuntarily  yielded  to  the  united 
request,  and  the  Doctoi's  letter  explained 
to  his  family  the  cause  of  his  sudden 
resolution  to  leave  them. 


At  a  very  early  hour,  the  next  morning, 
he  accordingly  set  out  from  Belvale,  and 
his  reflections  were  too  busily  employed 
to  permit  his   partaking   the  regret  his 
departure  occasioned.      He  had  indeed 
much  to   think  of,   and  much  to  con- 
jecture :    the  cause  of  the   summons  he 
could  not  account  for,  but  even  against 
his    most    determined    principles    some 
starting   hopes    arose.      When   fust   in- 
formed by  Waltheim  of  Olivia's  election, 
he  had   also  learned  that  she  gave  her 
hand  in  compliance  with  her   mother's 
entreaties;   and  though   assured  by  the 
fortunate  lover,  that  her  heart  had  followed 
the  gift,  he  yet  could  not  forbear  to  en- 
tertain  some   doubts   that  it  had    been 
irrecoverably  bestcvred.     Waltheim's  in- 
consistency of    conduct  might  possibly 
urge  her  to  retract  a  promise  given  in 
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conipulbioii;  and  now  that  the  presence 
of  her  mother  could  no  longer  influence 
her  to  persevere  in  the  sacrifice,  she 
might,  perhaps,  hesitate  in  the  perfonn- 
ance  of  it. 

On  retracing  every  circumstance  he 
hecame  more  convinced  in  this  behef; 
and  a  few  reflections  easily  pcrsuuded 
him  to  be  reconciled  to  the  event,  what- 
ever that  might  be.  If  the  mind  of  Olivia 
was  ca})able  of  a  perfect  union  with  that 
of  Waltheim,  she  could  nat  be  the  cha- 
racter her  fust  appearance  indicated  ;  and 
on  this  proof  he  resplved  to  rest  his  judg- 
ment of  her  merits.  ^'  If  she  loves  AVal- 
theini,"  said  he,  *'  she  is  incapable  of  the 
solid  attachment  I  wish  to  inspire,  and 
which  I  am  myself  capable  of  feeling.  If 
his  society  gratifies   her  understandings 
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I  may.,  without  boasting,  acknowledge, 
that  she  cannot  estimate  mine ;  and  to 
mere  personal  attractions  I  will  never  sur- 
render the  affections  of  my  future  life. 
The  companion  in  sickness  and  in  health,, 
in  youth  and  age,  must  possess  merits 
that  will  endear  her  to  me  in  every  situ- 
ation: if  Olivia  can  receive  happiness  in 
Waltheim's  attachment,  I  can  have  no- 
thing to  regret  in  being  prevented  offering 
her  mine.." 

On  these  doubts   hung  all  his  resolu- 
tions, and  the  nearer  he  approached  the 
habitation  of  his   old  friend,    the  more 
frequently  he  called  upon  himself  to  be 
firm. 

Estlake  Lodge  was  situated  on  a  gentle 
declivity,    near  the  town  of   Windsor, 
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ftiid  commanding  on  all  sides  a  rich  and 
extensive  prospect.      The  Doctor's  for- 
tune was  now  above  mediocrity,  but  his 
•affection    for  his    only   sister,    and    her 
tlaughter,  who  depended  solely  on  him 
for  present  and  future  provision >  and  some 
considerations  respecting  the  son  of  his 
adoption,   Charles  Belnard,  had  induced 
him  to  limit  his  household  establishment 
to   a  certain    proportion   of  his   yearly 
income.     The  public   duties  of  his  pro- 
fession he  had  given  into  other  hands, 
and  now  i)assed  his  time  in  the  retreat  of 
his  study;    but  his   sister  and  niece  he 
indulged    in   such    society    as   the  place 
afforded,    nor  ever  passed  a  censure  on 
the  moderate  enjoyment  of  those  amuse* 
ments  in  which  he  himself  declined    3. 
share.     To  Mrs.  Crank's  friends   he  al- 
ways behaved  with  the  politeness  natural 
H  2      ' 
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to  his  disposition  and  education,  and  in 
eveiy  instance    treated   her   and   Sophia 
with   the  kindest  attention  and  forbear- 
ance of  those   Httle   foibles   originating 
more  in  the  trifling  pursuits  of  their  sex 
than  in  any  wilful  intent  to  contradict 
his   mclinations.      They   often,    indeed, 
complained  that  his  house  was  too  small, 
and  his  furniture  old  fashioned ;  but  he 
neither  enlarged  the  one,  or  changed  the 
.other ;  and  vrhen  the  topic  was  started, 
he  was  always  certain  of  a  refuge  among 
his  books. 

Not  that  Vlvs.  Crank  dishked  books; 
on  the  contrary  she  was  ^vc]\  read  ;  but 
«he  preferred  giving  her  occasional  re- 
iriarks  to  a  surrounding  auditory,  and 
«5vhile  she  sometimes  explained  a  very 
Striking  passage,  in  a  very  striking  tone. 
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lier  clau<>liter"s  attention  was  profoundly 

engage 

sleeve. 


engaged  on  the  formation  of  a new 


I\Irs.  Crank  was  romantic  to  a  degree, 
and  bhe  had  once  been  so  very  romantic 
as  to  indulge  the  pleasing  contemplation 
of  uniting  her  daughter  to  her  brother's 
favourite  pupil.  This  plan  the  old  gen- 
tleman discovered,  and  at  once  annihilated, 
by  declaring,  that  if  she  put  such  non- 
sense into  Sophia's  head,  he  would  send 
both  mother  and  daughter  to  reside  by 
themselves  on  a  stipulated  allowance. 
She  denied  the  charge,  and  from  that 
time  took  every  opportunity  to  expatiate 
on  the  young  Colonel's  great  friendship 
♦md  regard  for  them,  and  their  great 
friendj^hip  and  regard  for  the  young 
(  olonel. 

11  3 
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Bclnard  arrived  in  Windsor  about  the 
Doctor's  usual  dinner  hour;  but  stopped 
at  a  hotel  to  change  his  dress.  He  then 
walked  up  to  the  Lodge,  and  being  iu' 
formed  that  tlie  family  had  already  sat 
down  to  table,  he  proceeded  to  the  par- 
lour without  being  announced.  His  sen- 
sations Avere  indescribable,  but  a  servant 
threw  open  the  door,  and  he  found  him* 
self  again  in  the  presence  of  Olivia. 

The  slight  bustle  occasioned  by  his 
sudden  appearance  soon  subsided,  and 
when  he  had  taken  his  seat,  each  ex- 
pressed their  joy  at  seeing  him.  The, 
.Doctor's  was  so  tumultuous  that  he  could 
with  difficulty  articulate:  Mrs.  Crank 
and  her  daughter  were  elaborate:  M'al; 
theim  talked  so  much  tiiat  he  appeare< 
to  forget  other  people  had  any  thing  t- 


say  :  Marcella  caught  liis  hand  with  both 
her's ;  and  OHvia's  eyes  sparkled  a  sahite 
of  the  warmest  pleasure  at  again  behold- 
ing her  champion^ 

''  My  dear  boy/'  cried  the  Doctor,  in 
emotion,  ''  how  happy  am  I  to  see  you! 
*^all  must  go  right  now." 

^^  Belnard  found  himself  seated  between. 
Bis  old  friend  and  Miss  Crank,' and  felt  a. 
relief  in  being  able  to  address  the  latter. 
He  could  not  command  himself  suffi- 
eiently  to  join  in  the  general  conversa- 
tion, and  his  embarrassment  w^as  even 
painful:  Sophia,  however,  exerted  her 
talents  to  engage  him,  and  he  w^as  en- 
tirely disposed  that  her  efforts  should 
succeed  ;  but  in  defiance  of  his  own  ex- 
ertions and  those  of  his  companion,  his 
II  4 
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attention  flew  to  other  objects.  Wal- 
thelm  sat  exactly  opposite,  and  beside 
Olivia :  he  ^vhispered  her  continually, 
thougli  her  answers  were  always  aloud, 
and  perfectly  composed;  but  she  devoted 
to  him  distinguished  attention,  and  lis- 
tened wnth  an  air  of  approbation  to  every 
sentence  her  lover  uttered.  Marcella  Avas 
quite  silent,  and  as  her  place  was  at  the 
other  side  of  Sophia,  Belnard  had  no  op- 
portunity of  observing  her. 

At  length  the  tedious  inters  al  of  dinner 
elapsed ;  the  ladies  retired,  but  AVal- 
tlielm  still  remained.  It  was  however 
but  for  a  few  minutes;  his  sentences 
were  exidently  slK)rt  and  constrained, 
and  as  soon  as  he  c(>ul{l  well  get  away, 
i^e  followed  tjie  tlinale  parly  to  the  draw 
ing-rooni. 


''  What  a  puppy  is  that !"  exclaimed 
tlic  Doctor,  as  he  shut  the  door:  '*  I 
li.'ivc    no   patrence   with   him,    or   witl| 

you." 

'MVithme?' 

*'  Yes ;  M'hy,  Charles,  did  you  send 
him  here?  nothing  but  the  most  roman- 
tic nonsense  can  justify  you  for  making 
«o  many  people  nnserahle." 

''  Many,  do  you  say  ?  one  only :" — he 
stopped  in  confusion. 

'*  Ah,  Charles!"  said  the  Doctor, 
shaking  his  head,  **  more  than  one  suf- 
fersj  I  fear;  Olivia  is  unhappy  in  her 
choice:  believe  me,  Waltheim's  merits 
must  rise  much  higher,  or  her  intellectual 
u5 
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perfections  must  be  terribly  degraded, 
before  they  can  unite,  in  sentiment  at 
least." 

'*  But — if  she  thinks  otherwise?'* 

*'  If? — no,  no; — it  can  never  be  a 
match." 

Belnard  started  ! 

"Never!"  repeated  the  Doctor,  im- 
patiently: '*  a  fribble!  a  fop!  a  cox- 
comb ! — all  froth  and  bubble  ! — a  crea- 
ture who  turns  the  noblest  gifts  of  nature 
to  the  weaknesses  of  folly  !" 

**  His  present  attachment  is  an  instance 
to  the  contrary." 
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*'  You  mistake,  Charles,"  cried  the 
Doctor:  *Mt  is  one  of  the  strongest  in- 
stances you  can  d educe.  He  does  not 
love  Olivia !  I  repeat  it— -his  vanity  is 
gratified  by  her  avowal  in  his  favour;  he 
has  just  sense  enough  to  see  that  she  is 
supeiior  to  every  other  woman,  and  tri- 
umplis  in  the  idea  that  she  is  to  belong 
to  him  ;  but  had  she  betrayed  to  him  the 
extent  of  her  understanding,  the  defi- 
ciencies of  his  ow^n  must  have  taken  the 
alarm  ;  and,  in  gradually  receding  from 
an  investigation,  so  much  to  his  preju- 
dice, he  w  ould  have  gradually  discovered, 
that  that  Avhich  constitutes  happines.s  to 
him  can  never  ensure  even  tranquillity 
for  her." 

*'  O,  Sir !— you  deceive  yourself?" 


'*  Trust  me,  I  do  not.  From  tlie  first 
1  studied  lier  cliaratter,  and  yet,  more 
attentively  si  nee,  I  found  out  that  Wal- 
tlieim  was  the  har  to  any  other  engage- 
ment. In  her  I  have  diseovered  an 
union  of  perfections  exactly  opposite: 
she  is  elegant  and  sin  pie;  refined  and 
natural ;  serene  and  animated ;  reserved 
and  candid;  lirn^  and  gentle;  dignified 
and  familiar.  She  possesses  beauty  -with* 
out  vanity,  and  consequence  without 
presumption.  Is  it  possible  then  that 
such  a  woman  can  love  Waltheim  ?  a 
man  possessing  oriiy  a  few  naturally  good 
dispositions,  and  no  bad  ones.  I  Mill 
add,  is  it  possible  that  he  can  love  her 
without  understanding  to  value  her 
merits?  he  behold?  lier  a  beautiful  pic- 
ture ; — slie  i>leases  his  c}  e  ; — he  hears  the 
fiound  of  her  voice;  ■      'tis  music  to  his 
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tiiv :  wlieii  slic  is  present  h^  sees  ot\\y 
lici,  because  her  external  graces  gratify 
liis  taste :  let  her  withdraw  lierself  from 
him  for  evci-— lie  m  ill  love  another  object 
^\ith  equal  Vehemence  :— -if  she  marries 
])im,  she  will  despise  him  without  com- 
plaining of  her  fate;  but  he  will  expect 
the  enthusiasm  of  passionate  love,  and 
in  his  disappointment  will  too  late  dis- 
cover that  he  has  made  her  miserable,  and 
can  never  himself  be  happy.*' 

''  I  cannot,  Sir;  I  ought  not  to 
listen." 

*'  My  dear  boy,"  said  the  Doctor, 
*'  you  ought  not  to  have  sent  Waltheini 
here;  he  would  have  forgotten  her,  and 
there  the  matter  might  iTst,  to  leave  op- 
portunity for  ne^v  events.     I  think  you 
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have  committed  a  very  serious — ^v/eatnes^ 
— to  call  it  no  worse;  in  not  pcrsuadiDg 
him  against  so  wild  a  scheme." 

''Good  Godr*    exclaimed     Belnard ; 

*'  do  you  not  know  that  lie  saved  her 

hfe?  that  he  was  aheady  engaged  to 
her?" 

*'  I  know; — I  know  all  that,"  an- 
swered the  Doctor;  ''  Olivia  has  taken 
great  pains  to  inform  me  of  her  ohliga- 
tions ;  and  she  is  so  anxious  to  conti- 
nually rememher  them  herself  that  I  can 
have  no  doubt  it  is  only  through  this 
medium  she  can  prevail  on  herself  to 
tolerate  him." 

*'  Why  ? — Why  ?  my  dear,  and  respected 
friend,"  cried  Belnard,  in  much  emotion ; 
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^*  why  did  you  send  for  mc  to  speak  ort 
this  subject  ?" 

*'  Because  I  want  to  enable  you  to 
make  your  own  observations/  Whenthi5 
match  is  broken  off—-'' 

Belnatd  started  in  displeasure  ! 

**  Not  by  you, "  rejoined  the  Doctor, 
*'  I  formed  your  mind,  and  instructed 
you  in  the  principles  of  moral  and  reli- 
gious rectitude ;  — to  degrade  you  I  would 
not  pursue  the  most  brilliant  hopes  of 
happiness;  but  Waltheim  will  fiK  his 
own  destiny ;  leave  the  matter  to  him, 
and  all  will  do  well." 


**  On  such   terms,"   rephed   Belnard, 
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*'  in  such  expectations  it  vvonUl  be  Infu-* 
mous  in  mc  to  remain  here." 

*'  I  give  you  only  the  advantages  and 
opportunities  I  have  ahcady  given  him,'' 
puisued  the  Doctor:  *'  you  are  no  more 
in}^  inmate  than  he  io  ;  but  I  will  press 
tins  subject  no  farther :  I  Mill  not  even 
mention  it  again,  it*  you  give  me  one 
promise  ;  and  that  I  feel  1  have  a  right 
to  insist  on»'* 

'^SureW,  Sir;"  replied  the  Colonel; 
**  you  may  believe  my  implicit  com- 
pliance." 

**  Remain  with  me  one  month." 


*'  Is  it  not  a   dangerous  experhnent, 
Sir? — I  acknowledge  to  you  my  peace 
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has  already  suffered :  I  aui  not  a  ro- 
mancer; but  the  peculiar  situation  of 
Miss  Vere,  Ashen  I  fust  saw  her,  and 
the  peculiarity  of  her  character,  was  in 
every  instance  formed  to  make  a  lasting 
impression. " 

"  I  think  so,'*  answered  Doctor  Est- 
lake ;  *'  and  it  is  for  this  reason  I  exact 
the  performance  of  my  requisition.  I 
ask  no  more  than  that  this  chain  of  inci- 
dents may  take  its  course;  Providence 
directs  all  things  for  the  best ;  but  when 
such  a  gem  is  thrown  in  your  way,  I 
deem  you  nioie  atheist  than  philosopher 
to  spurn  tlie  path  that  may  lead  you  to 
the  ultimate  possession." 

"Surely  this  is  contraiy  to  your  own 
doctrine:*' 
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*'  With  prluciples  less  firm  than  your's> 
it  would  be  so;  I  should  in  any  other 
fear  a  dishonourable  advantage  might  b^ 
taken ;  but  with  you  I  am  secure  against 
it.      The  only  danger  is  in  the  loss  of 
your  peace  of  mind,  and  in  risquing  that 
you  may  be  well   assured   I   risque  my' 
own:  yet,  Charles,  I  incur  the : danger^ 
and  trust  in  God  for  the  issue*.     Be  firm^ 
n?y  dear  boy;  oui  fete  is  not  ia  our  owii 
hands." 

The  good  old  gentleman  then  told  hini 
that  when  he  found  himself  tired  of  being: 
alone,  he  would  find  the  ladies  in  the 
drawing-room,  or  him  in  his  study ;  and 
pressing  his  hand  in  fatherly  affection  j^ 
left  the  room. 

The  most  painful  emotions  filled  the 


breast  of  Beinard  on  a  retrospect  of  thi»> 
conversation.     The  impatient  temper  of 
his  old  friend  had,   in  one  hour,  undone 
all  the  resolutions  of  the  last  fortnight ; 
he  saw   himself   now  surrounded    with 
dangers,    and   no  hand  to  assist  in  hi^ 
escape.     Till  now  he  knew  not  the  im- 
pression   tte;  first   sjgjit  of   Olivia  had 
made,  on  h,is,  heart,  and  the  necessity  of 
guai'di^g  it.  with  th,e   utmost  vigilance 
jQadied  upon ;  his  conviqtioa,,     He  severely 
deplored  the  error  of  affection  which  had 
plunged    him    into   this    difficulty    and 
danger;  and  since  he  could  not  fly,  he 
resolved  to  evade  it. 

Beinard  was  early  accustomed  to  over-i* 
come  his  passions,  and  keep  his  incling.-* 
tions  subservient  to  his  judgment:  the 
more  deeply  he  felt  the  power  of  Olivia'^* 
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fxcellence,  tlic  move  vigorous  lie  knew 
must  be  tlie  eilbrt  to  persevere  in  the  path 
of  honor,  and  he  resolved  not  only  to 
recover  his  tranquillity,  but  to  prevent  all 
jBuspicions  that  it  had  ever  been  dis- 
turbed. **  Waltheim,"  said  he,  "  de- 
serves her  hand,  and  her  obligations  to 
him  she  will  not  return  with  ingratitude : 
let  me  then,  instead  of  envying  his  feli- 
city; let  me  rather  urge  him  to  merit 
the  distinction  he  has  already  ob- 
tained." 

The  integrity  of  these  reflections  helped 
to  restore  his  coniposure,  and  enabled 
him  to  join  the  party  in  the  drawing- 
room,  \vlicrc  the  sprightly  good-humour 
of  Sophia  assisted  him  to  support  the 
stmggle  of  his  spirits.  Towards  Olivia 
he  did  not  once  dare  to  glance  his  eyes; 
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but  lie  frequently  remarkal  tliat  licr 
sister  '•egarclecl  him  with  looks  of  the 
Diost  piercing  penetration,  anti  gave  to 
the  conversation  he  held  with  liis  lively 
companion  a  serious  attention,  that  sur- 
prised and  half  confounded  him. 

In  truth,  the  heart  of  Sophia  bounded 
with  the  hope  of  this  long  wished-for 
conquest.  To  obtain  the  undivided  as- 
siduities of  Colonel  Beln&rd,  in  presence 
of  two  women  whom  she  involuntarily 
confessed  to  be  much  superior,  excited 
an  exultation  that  was  displayed  in  every 
action,  and  her  fancy  re\'cl]cd  in  the 
triumphs  of  vanitv;  but  Belnard  hadlono- 
before  examined  her  character,  and 
though  he  admired  the  animation  of  a 
pretty  face,  and  the  gaiety  of  youth, 
health,    and   a    strong    flow   of    animal 
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spirits,  he  soon  discovered  that  her  miim 
was  destitute  of  those  graces  which  he 
deemed  essential  to  the  female  chara<^ter ; 
and  her  conduct,   though  in  itself  irre-  ^ 
proachable,  was  more  the  effect  of  dis- 
positions naturally  virtuous  than  of  prm- 
ciples  firmly  inculcated.     Her  follies  were 
generally  the  result  of  a  lively  temper, 
and  an  open  heart,   but  still  they  ^\^ere 
follies  which  often  amounted  to  levities ; 
and  in  the  moment  the  native  cheerful- 
ness of  her  manner  excited  most  interest 
in  his  affections,  her  intrinsic  merits  lost 
their  value  in  his  esteem. 

The  presence  of  Olivia,  far  from  con^ 
trihuting  to  obliterate  this  opinion,  rather 
lieightened  the  glare  of  Sophia's  failings, 
by  starting  comparisons  in  the  mind  o\ 
Ik'lnard,   as  advantageous  to  the  one,  af 
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5)rcjuclicial  to  the  other;  but  against  these 
comparisons  he  anxiously  guarded.  He 
endeavoured  to  hear  only  Sophia;  and  a 
common  observer  might  justly  conclude 
that  all  his  powers  of  attention  v/erc  de- 
voted to  the  one  object ;  but  the  restraint 
was  almost  intolerable,  and  he  joyfully 
hailed  the  hour  which  permitted  him  to 
retire  to  his  lodgings,  and  indulge  his 
uninterrupted  reflections  on  what  had 
passed.  Waltheim,  as  he  expected,  was 
his  companion  ;  but  Bclnard  complained 
of  fatigue,  and  by  declining  the  conver- 
sation which  was  eagerly  entered  upon, 
he  succeeded  in  his  wishes  of  separating 
for  the  night. 
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CHAR  vin. 


UNCERTAIN TV 


IT  had  been  particularly  specified  that 
Colonel  Belnard  and  Waltheim  were  to 
spend  the  entire  of  every  day  at  the 
lodge,  and  the  former  accordingly  pre- 
pared himself  for  breakfasting  there;  but 
finding  the  latter  bad  indolcntl)  forgotten 
the  passing  time,  and  delayed  rising  till 
the  appointed  hour  had  actuall}'  arrived, 
he  sent  an  apology  for  both.  Waltheim 
hurried  himself,  and  was  almost  stunned 
with  confusion  and  mortification,  ou 
11,  ding  his  friend  already  seated  at  the 
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'breakfast  table  in  their  cxwii  drawhijr- 
room,  and  on  hearing  the  cause  of  it; 
but  Beluavd  made  iro  remarks,  and  the 
delinquent  felt,  too  much  humWed  to  offer 
sm  excuse,  lie  partook  of  the  repast  in 
evident  consti:aint,  and  the  moment  it  was 
over  arose,  as  if  released  from^ome  painful 
confinement. 

Tlie  Colonel  now  proposed  fulfdlinp^ 
their  appointment,  and  Waltheim  could 
only    asiientt:— .they    proceeded    up   the 
town,  and  had  nearly  reached  the  ga%(<i ' ' 
when:  they  beheld  Mrs.  and.  Mh$  Cran     o 
is^ie  from  it,  and  accompanied  (to  tiie.^ 
gijeat  ama2;emcntjof  Belnard)  by— I)in>^;3 
pie.:     The    GoloBcl    looked   astonished;) . 
ankl,  Wlltlieinii x?xcessiyely  confu'K'd'v  but ^ ' 
there  wa&iuo  receding  :  both  parties  met, 
and  the  Ai&ual  salutes  of  tlj:(^ri*iorning  weFC^.' 

^'^^'  ^*  t  .'.^'.iix'jlini  ^rw/  .  - 
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offered  and  received.  Had  Dimple, 
however,  been  easily  intimidated,  the 
look  which  accompanied  the  bow  yielded 
to  him  by  Colonel  Belnard,  might  have 
checked  his  presumption,  or  disturbed 
his  composure ;  but  he  had  established 
it.  as  a  convenient  auaxim,  that  to  feel 
was  inconsistent  with  good.  :bi'€eding, 
and  Mr.  Dimple  accordingly  became  in- 
vuluerable« 

f  Imn  .. 
-This  meeting  was  -exactly  what  Sophia 
.wished ;    it  was  besides  a  reinforcement 
beaux,  -a  circumstance  in  itself  suffi- 
cient   ^^^   excite  rejoicing;  but  she  was 
extren'iely  disappointed  that  the  Colonel 
refus^^i  her  invitation  to  attend  them  ia 
thtir  mOmi-r^  visits,  ^though  she  offered 
him  the  inducement  of  an  introduction -^ 
to  some  new  and  elegant  accfuaintance : 
he  was  inflexible. 
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*'  Shall  ytttt  have  any  objectii^n,  my 
ilear  Colonel,'!  asked  the  lisping  Dimple, 
*'  to  pcrriiit  Waltheim  deserting  you  this 
mornincr  for  a  few  hours?" 


ti 


Certainly  not,  Sir,'*  he  replied. 


AYaltheim  stood  irresolute,  but  Sophia 
piqued  at  Belnard's  indifference,  took 
his  hesitating  companion  by  on^  arm 
while  Dimple  seized  the  other,  and  they 
led  him  away,  unresisting. 

**  Will  Olivia  become  the  wife  of  this 
jchild?''  mentally,  repeated  Belnaid,  as 
he  gazed  after  them ;  '■^  how  is  she  de- 
ceived in  his  character,  or  I  in  lier's,  if 
she  can  loye  him.^'' 

i2 
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.  Oil  reacliing  the  Lodge,  he,  widiaut 
.enquiring  far  the  ladies,  went  directly 
to  the  study,  where  he  found  his  good 
old  friend  husily  emplq^xd  over  some 
new  puhlications  he  had  that  niornino; 
received  from  London :  unwilling  to  in- 
terrupt him,  or  he  interrupted  himself^ 
he  selected  one,  and  eager  to  escape  a 
renewal  of  the  conversation  of  yesterday, 
lie  stepped  from  the  window  into  the 
garden,  and  while  he  leisurely  turned 
over  the  leaves  of  the  book,  he  sauntered 
towards  a  dark  path  which  led  to  the 
back  of  the  arbour,  and  was  completely 
shaded  from  the  sun  by  the  spreading 
foliage  of  the  bright  green  larch,  and 
luxurient  laurel.  He  walked  forward, 
and  had  nearly  reached  the  spot  he 
deemed  almost  sacred  to  himself,  when 
the  sound  of  footstci>s  caused  him  to 
raise  his  eyes,    and  he  beheld  the  very 


persons  he  ^vas  most  anxious  to-  avoid* 
Tluy  approached  him  \vitli.  evident  plea- 
sure, and  having  paid  their  compliments^ 
-were  passing  on,  Avhen,  in  a  tone  ex- 
pressive o£  disappointment,  he  hastily 
apologized  for.  his  intrusiouj  and  requested 
that  he  only  miglit  retire^ 

Olivia  answered",  tRat  tBey  Bad  Becnc 
walking  some  time,  and  were  in.  that 
moment  returning  to  tlie  house;  but 
Marcella  stood  in  suspence,  and  her 
countenance  expressed  much  meaning. 

^*What  would  ]\Iiss  Marcella  say?'" 
said  Bebiard. 

*^  That  if  you  invite  me  to-  walk  with 
jL    you,"  she  very  frankly  replied,   **  I  will 
give  you  my  company  a  little  while," 
I  a- 
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"•  What  honor  you  do  me  ["  lie  ex- 
claimed, ill  a.  voice  of  delight :  "  may 
1  be  permitted  to  extend  the  petition  to 

V our  sister?" 

• 

Olivia,  with  an  air  of  familiar  polite- 
ness, declined,  and  pursued  her  way  to 
tlie  house ;  but  IMarcella  returned  with 
Belna;rd  into  the  path  they  had  just 
quitted. 

*'  Do  not  think  hardly  of  me,"  said 
she,  laughing,  **  for  making  the  first 
advances  to  an  acquaintance,  but  for  the 
life  of  me  I  cannat  resist  an  inclination 
to  give  you  my  regard,  and  expect  your's 
in  return,  though  perhaps  my  expedient 
to  obtain  it,  is  precisely  that  which  wuU 
<lcprive  me  of  it."' 


I 
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f'^  **  Allow  mc  rather  to  say,"  he  warmly 
rcphed,  **  that  you  flatter  not  only  my 
vanity,  but  my  heart.  I  fully  under- 
stand the  value  of  your  esteem,  and  in 
presuming  to  offer  mine,  I  can  never  de- 
viate the  boundaries  of  respect,  ^\  hich  my 
sense  of  your  confidence  inspires^l.' 

Marcella  turned  upon  him  a  penetrating: 
glance*. 

'*  Do*  you  doubt  my.  sincerity?'*  sajd 
he. 

'*  No;"  she  replied ;  '*  but  I  am  sur- 
piised  that  you  should  so  exactly  com- 
prehend my  meaning,-  and  thus  banish 
all  fears  of  having  my  motives  mistakei:i: 
1  will  also  add,  that  I  am  delighted 
i4 


Icyond  expression,  that  my  opinion  of  . 
you  is  realized."  '*  Why  xire  youso  asto- 
iiishccl,"  she  sportively  rejoined,  '^  that  I 
should  think  highly  of  you?  first  impres- 
sions are  not  easily  given  up,  and  not- 
^vithstanding  you  played  truant  to  your 
character  last  night,  I  was  not  so  rash 
as  to  condemn  you  to  the  commons 
level"    _ 

**  You  are  either  very  sarcastic,"  he 
ictarned,   *'  or  very  flattering." 

**  Neither,  upon  my  honor!  Olivia  can 
tell  you  I  am  a  singular  creature,  but 
with  respect  to  you  we  think  ahke ;  ^she  is, 
however,  so  situated,  that  she  can  fiever 
speak  her  mind ;  and  I  so  disposed,  that 
I  can  never  conceal  mine.'* 
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Bclnard  eagerly  canglit  at  the  first 
part  of  this  sentence,  and  was  about  ta 
repeat  the  words  to  obtain  an  expla- 
nation,  but  he  recollected  himself,  and 
remained  silent, 

*^  And  so  ;''  resumed  Mareella;  though 
you  did  play  truant  to  your  character  last 
night,  I  had  sufficient  disceraiment  toi. 
observe  that /' 

"  Why  do  you  hesitate?"  said  he. 

**  To  save  myself,"  she  replied  ;  '^  if 
I  should  be  mistaken.  When  I  knowr 
you  better  I  will  speak  to  you  more 
freely." 

*'  Pray!"  cncd  Belnard,  detaining  her;; 
*^  do  not  leave  me  ! — you  had  just  given 
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3iie  all  the  happiness  I  am  now  capable  of 
tasting." 


'*  What  is  that?"  she  laughingly  xle- 
mandecl. 

''  That  of  believing  myself  held  in  es- 
timation by  two  persons,  who,  from  the 
.moment  I  first  beheld  them,  are  indelibly 
engraven  on  my  memory." 

*^  You  mean  my  sister  and  me?"  cried 
Marcella. 

''  Permit  me  to  say,  both  ; — and  that, 
however  circumstances  may  apparently 
lead  me  to  act  truant  to  my  character,  it 
was  the  wish  to  avoid  a  great  error  that 
led  me  into  a  small  one." 
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*'  I  am  glad  of  it,"  she  replied,  *'  ^^iUl 

all  my  heart  and  soul ! but  if  I  stay 

Avith  you  one  moment  longer  I  shall  cer- 
tainly forget  that  I  have  seen  you  but 
twice,  and  fancy  you  my  confidential 
friend  or — brother :"  she  snatched  her  hand 
away,  and  kissing  it  to  him  with  an  air  of 
sportive  freedom  ran  down  the  walk, 
leaving  him  a  statue  of  astonishment, 
doubt,  apprehension,  and  delight,  lie 
could  hardly  believe  what  he  had  heard, 
or  believing  it,  dared  not  to  dwell  on.  the 
words,  or  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
uttered :  yet  that  Marcella  had  a  parti- 
cular meaning  he  could  not  doubt,  and 
he  retraced  the  conversation  with  a  me- 
anory  faithfid  to  its  trust. 

Marcella  was  not  more  than  eighteen, 
and  possessed  all  the  attractions  of  beauty. 
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and  all  the  elegance  of  cllbtinguislicd 
rank.  She  had  spoken  with  a  degree  of 
freedom  he  had  never  before  believed 
compatible  with  female  delicacy;  and 
yet  such  was  her  native  propriety,  that 
she  deeply  impressed  the  respect  which 
she  evidently  considered  as  belonging  to 
her :  There  was  perhaps  much  of  hautenr 
in  her  manner,  but  it  was  not  un pleasing, 
and  if  she  was  singular,  as  she  asserted 
herself  to  be,  it  also  appeared  that  she 
was  privileged  to  be  so:  lie  had  remarked 
her  silence  of  the  evening  before,  but  it 
was  the  silence  of  observation ;  and 
though  she  was  accurately  polite  to  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Crank,  and  even  ceremonious 
to  ^Valtheim,  there  was  an  air  of  con- 
descension in  her  countenance  and  ex- 
pressions, which  Bclnard  understood  in  a 
very  different  sense  from  that  which  they 
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attached  to  it:  they  saw  only  the  most 
affable  attentions;  he  perceived  something 
of  contempt. 

But  to  him  she  assumed  a  different  ap* 
pearance;  her  features  expressed  vivacity 
and  sweetness,  innocence  and  archness ; 
every  word  was  uttered  with  meaning, 
every  look  conveyed  tlie  most  playful 
intelligence ;  and,  on  recollecting  each 
incident,  he  plainly  discovered  that  she 
had  not  only  read  his  heart  but  approved 
its  emotions. 

But  passion  did  not  yet  so  far  blind 
his  judgement  as  to  conceal  from  him 
that  she  had  committed  an  error  in  this 
avowal  of  her  sentiments:  he  regretted  it 
for  her  sake,  and  for  his  own,  and  felt 
hurt  that  she  had  condescended  so  far, 
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tlioiigh  it  had  been  only  to  him.  He 
hoped  too  that  Olivia  had  not  authorized 
this  half  explanation,  and  started  as  the 
suspicion  crossed  his  fancy ;  but  thougli* 
he  dismissed  it  with  dis|:)leasure  against 
himself,  it  awakened  his  caution,  and  he. 
resolved  to  be  gniarded  in  every  look^ 
word,  and  action,  and  conceal  even  from 
Marcella  the  real  state  of  his  incli- 
nations. 

This  suspicion,  in  truth,  operated  more 
lo  restore  his  composure  than  all  that 
philosophy  could  dictate :  he  now  feit 
jnaster  of  himself,  and  no  longer  feared 
to  encounter  the  presence  of  Olivia  :  his 
emotions  ceased;  and  his  vivacity  re- 
-turned. 

He  joined  the  Doctor  in  the  study, 
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TincI  remained  with  him  till  they  weiG 
summoned  to  dinner  :  he  tlicn  met  Olivia, 
with  more  curiosity  than  agitation,  and 
]\farcella  with  the  most  easy  freedom:—^ 
lie  took  his  place  between  her  and  Sophia> 
and  in  the  general  attentions  and  ge- 
neral conversation,  was  again  all  Colonel! 
Belnard.  • 

Waltheim  had  returned  with  the  ladies^ 
and  occupied  his  usual  seat  beside  Olivia; 
but  he  addressed  her  less  frequently  and 
with  much  constraint :  she  appeared  sur- 
jjrised  and  hurt  at  this  change  in  his 
manner;  and  though  her's  to  him  was 
still  the  same,  she  was  evidently  far  from 
indifferent  to  the  alteration ;  a  blush  of 
shame  for  him  often  crossed  her  cheek,  yet 
her  address  was  even  affectionate,  her 
voice  more  touchingly  sweet,  and  her  eyes 
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turned  on  linn  witlian  unusual  expression: 
of  tenderness.  Bclnard  beheld  her  M'itli 
new  wonder  \  all  his  doubts  vanished, 
his  heart  agaia  sunk  within  him,  and  in 
the  eonviction  thather's  was  indeed  given 
to  Waltheim,  he  experienced  seusatious. 
intolerably  acute* 

But  there  was  also  another  subject  of 
astonishment;  the  conversation  of  Mrs, 
and  i\Iiss  Crank  informed  him,,  that 
amongst  other  visits  of  the  morning, 
they  had  called  on  Lady  Senegal,  who, 
with  her  sisters,  was  come  to  A^'iudsor  Uy 
pass  a  few  weeks.  My.  Dimple  was  of 
her  party,  and  they  had  all  agreed  to- 
meet  at  the  German  play  that  evening, 
and  afterwards  were  to  sup  with  her 
Ladyship, 
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Belnard  enquired  if  Walthcim  was  in- 
cluded in  this  engagement,  and  observed 
that  Olivia  coloured  deciply  on  hearing 
that  he  was ;  Sophia,  who  answered  the 
question,  added  that  he  also  was  expected 
to  join  them. 

**  I  consider  myself  engaged  to  Doctor 
Estlakc,*'  he  replied* 

*^  Lord!"  cried  Sophia,  *'  that  is  sa 
ceremonious ;  we  wanted  Miss  Vere  and 
lier  sister  to  go,   but  she  made  just  the 


same  excuse." 


The  Colonel  felt  pleased  at  this  trifling 

coincidence  of  opinion,  and  suffered  his 

displeasure  against  Walthetm  to  die  away : 

I   but  the  Doctor  spoke  of  the  arrangement 

*"  not  only  with  approbation  but  with  sa- 
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tisfaction ;  and  Mrs.  Crank,  in  this  iin 
expected    concession   on   his   part,    was 
rejoiced  in  explaining  the  cause  of  this 
sudden  intimacy.     "  Lady  Senegal,"  she 
said,     *'   had  once  met  Sophia  at  Tun- 
bridge  Wells,  and  took  such  a  fancy  toai- 
her  that  she  had  ever  since  wished  for  aru 
opportunity  of  making  an  acquaintance  ;:. 
so,   in   the    absence    of    Sh*   Sentiment^ 
having  nothing  to  keep  her  at  home,  shef; 
and  her  sisters  resolved  to  come  to.  Wind- 
sor,  and  the    very  morning  after  their- 
arrival,  she  very  politely  sent  Mr.  Dimple?^ 
with  a  message  expressive  of  her.  -vvisheaj 

for  a  meeting."  i 

.1 

Belnard  at  a  g-jance  saw  throuo^h  thqt 
whole  proceeding,  and  the  spring  Mliichf 
actuated  all  these  motions.  Dimple,  hej 
perceived,  had  been  the  cause  of  Mist 
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Vere's  flight  fram  Soutliampton,  and  tbe 
incident  had  increased  the  curiosity  of 
Lady  Senegal  to  learn  something  more 
of  the  strangers.  He  also  saw  Waltheim's 
uneasiness  in  his  consciousness  of  the 
great  error  he  had  committed  in  entrust- 
ing the  secret  to  such  hands,  and  at  once 
pitied  and  condemned  the  giddy  weak- 
ness which  prompted  him  to  a  confidence 
he  had  now  so  much  serious  reason  to 
repent.  His  manner  to  Olivia  betrayed 
his  fears  of  encountering  an  explanation, 
and  it  was  evidently  these  fears  that  urged 
him  to  persevere  in  his  folly  by  with- 
drawing from  her  presence* 

Poor  Waltlieim,  in  reality,  looked 
much  relieved  when  reminded  by  Mrs. 
Crank  that  tliey  had  no  time  to  lose  :  he 
offered  an  unconnected  apology  to  Olivia* 
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M^liich  slic  accepted  with  the  kindest  for- 
bearance of  reproacli,  and  departed  with 
his  elated  companions,  for  their  evening's 
amusement. 

Tliis-  was,  toDoctoi'  Estlake,  a  moment: 
©f  triumph,  whicli  Belnard  knew  too  welK 
how  to.  explam.  The  good  old  gentle- 
man  asked  permission-  of  the  ladies  tot 
join  them  at  tea,  and  laughed  and  ralliecfl 
•with  the  utmost  gaiety.  Olivia's  equi4 
nimity  had  not  deserted  her,  but  shel 
appeared  to  force  herself  into  conversa- 
tion, and  the  Colonel  ventured  to  remark.' 
it  to  her  sister.. 

**  Yes;'*  replied  Marcella;  '^  her  pro 
mise  is  given,  and  tlie  follies  v;hich  in 
any  other  would  excite  her  contempt 
in  j\Ir.  ^V'althcim she  deeply  regrets.'" 


M 
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Good    Godr*    exclaimed    Bclnaid; 
''  has  she  avowed  this?'* 

*' O,  no!'*  returned  iMarcella;  *'  be- 
lieve nic  not  even  to  herself) — if  pos- 
jiblc." 

■"  I  think,"  said  Olivia,  as  slie  ear- 
lestly  observed  them;  ''  I  think,  Sir, 
ny  sister  has  enlisted  the  Colonel  in 
:he  very  limited  number  of  her  favou- 
dtcs.?" 

*'  True,"*  cried  Marcella,— ^*  1  have 
0 ; — excepting  Doctor  Estlake  there  is 
lot  a  man  in    England   I  like   half  so 

'*  And  you  liave  no  objection  to  have 
liis  partiahty  pubHcly  known?'* 
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^•'  None  in  the  world,  Sir/* 

^'  And  do  you  think,  my  dear  girl,'* 
said  the  Doctor,  "  that  every  one  Avill 
judge  of  you  with  the  candor  you 
merit  ?'* 

"  O  !  as  to  that;^  she  replied,  laugh- 
ing; "  Olivia  has  not  yet  persuaded  me 
to  her  moderation  or  self-command  :  she 
can  do  as  she  pleases  with  her  incli- 
nations ;  mine  do  what  they  plea&e  with 
me," 

**  Marcella  is  indebted  to  nature  and 
a  mother's  example  for  an  ahnost  fault- 
less disposition,"  said  Olivia,  *'  other- 
wise this  confidence  might  be  dange- 
rous/'' 
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*'  And  to  your  example,  clearest  01I\ia/' 
«lic  affectionately  replied  ;  '*  If  you  knew 
her,  Sir/*  she  added,  addressing  the  Doc- 
tor, "  3'our  opinion  of  me  would  be  raised 
in  CA'cn  the  relation  I  bear  to  her." 

^'  We  will  drop  tlie  subject,"  said  Olivia, 
smiling;  "  your  friends  stare  at  your  ex- 
travagant compliment." 

''And  believe  it  less  than  just,"  she 
answered, 

Marcella's  manner  was  calculated  to 
impress  the  truth  of  all  she  uttered  :  it 
ippeared  as  if  she  could  not  conceal  or 
liter  it  from  the  simple  matter  of  fact;- 
md  the  persons  to  whom  this  last  sen- 
ence  was  directed,  admitted  its  full 
ntaning  without  a  question.     The  Doc-  ' 


tor  glanced  cxultingly  at  Belnard,  who 
turned  from  liini  in  confusion,  and  felt 
the  necessity'  of  an  efiort  to  suppress  the 
various  and  complicated   emotions  that  - 

tlu'obbed  in  his  breast. Time  passed 

so  sv/iftly  that  the  old  gentleman's  usual 
hour  of  retirinjy  to  rest  was  unnoticed  bv 
him  ;  but  Olivia  remiadjed  him  of  it,  and 
notwithstanding  his  remonstrancea  to  the . 
contrary,  she  refused  to  contribute  to  the 
injury  of  his  health  by  remaimng  longer 
in  the  drawing-room. 

Belnard  dreaded,  tl;^  Doctor's  remarks 
too  much  .to  remain  with  him  '4,lone ;  and 
hastily  followed  the  example  of  Olivia^ 
by  taking  leave  for  the  night. 

'.^^;GoL^  Ij^q^iyp^  my. 4^;^r  boy!"  buiJ 
the  gQO(,lold  inai;^} .  j/,,v'e  ^Pc^'^S^^.^  ^^  tni.*;, 
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in    Pi oviclcnce;    He  directs  ciU  for   the 
bcstr 

The    ccciirienccs    of    tliis    day    had 
opened  a  large  field  for  contemplation ; 
and  Behiard  beheld   in  the  unthinking 
folly  of  Waltheim  a  long  perspective  of 
most  eventful  terminations.     Mrs.  Crank 
and  her  dauglitcr  ^voul(l,   he  \vell  knew, 
quickly  be  informed  of  all  that  had  been 
communicated  to  Dimple,  and  the  whole 
circumstance  must  soon  be  discovered  to 
Olivia;  but  at  the  suggestions  of  hope 
so  founded,  J3elnard  started  !   ^*  Is  this,'* 
he  exclaimed,  **  my  performance  of  the 
solemn  promise  a  dying  father  obtained 
from    me?     If  Olivia    could    read   my 
thoughts,   how  would  such  a  deviation 
from  honor  lower  me  in  her   esteem  !'* 
'*  To    that,    at    least,"    he   addcd^ 

VOL.    I.  '  K 
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after  a  pause; — '^  to  her  approbation  I 
Avlll  entitle  myself ;  ami  is  not  the  friend- 
thin  of  such  a  woman  more  estimable 
than  the  passionate  attachment  of  all 
those  whom  I  have  hitherto  consideicd 
as  the  ornament  of  their  sex,  and  the 
admiration  of  ours.  *' 

These  reflections  determined  him  to 
intrude  his  advice  once  more  on  Wal- 
theim,  and  warn  him  of  the  danger 
Jie  incurred  in  a  continued  intimacy 
with  Dimple,  and  by  explaining  to  liini 
'the  character  of  Lady  Senegal,  convince 
:him  of  the  necessity  for  avoiding  her. 
In  every  pursuit  of  her  life  she  was  guided 
•only  by  self-gratification;  her  curiosity 
was  unequalled,  except  by  her  cunning, 
and  as  the  suggestions  of  the  first  con- 
tinually impelled  her  to  the  exercise  of 
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the  last,  she  had  attained  a  degree  of  ek- 
pertness  in  the  vaiious   branches  of  ia* 
trigiie  which  she  contrived  to  render  as 
useful  to  her  purse  as  they  were  accord- 
ant to  her  inclinations.     The  duties  of 
ostentation,    Lady   Senegal    never   neg- 
lected ;  to  those  of  virtue  she  was  wholly 
indifferent :  penurious  in  the  comforts  of 
life,  she  was  la^vish  in  personal  expense ; 
and  as  her  pride  was  ever  subservient  to 
her  ambition,  she  frequently  gratified  the 
parade  of  both  at  the  pecuniary  loss  of 
those  she  affected  to  despise.     Vain  of 
her  large  fortune,    and- a  pretty,  though 
^Ihninutive  figure,  she  vaunted  of  the  one 
by  a  pretended  display  of  poverty,  and 
exhibited  the  other  in  all  the  embellish- 
ments of  decoration,  with  the  professed 
[  view   of    bringing  out  her  sisters^,    for 
'  whose  establishment  she  made  the  most 
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umvearied  exertions:  but  as  it  wa;  welll 
kiio\vii  to  those  who  knew  her  at  all,    hnt't 
her  heart  was  as  incapable  of  attachment  I 
as  her  soul  was  contracted  and  selfish, 
her  efforts,  in  favour  of  them,  were  con- 
sidered as  resulting  from  the  regard  she 
had  for  herself.      In  truth,    no   wom.ai 
existing  had  a  greater  contempt  for  th< 
weakness  of  humanity,   the  absurdity  oi 
female  delicacy,  the  fallacy  of  religious" 
or    moral   obligation,    the  affections   of 
nature,  or  the  refinements  of  friendship; 
but  these  follies  were  established  In  go 
neral  society,  and  she  considered  hersel; 
as  having  a  right  to  use  them  for  indivi 
dual  benefit. 

It  was  in  obedience  to  this  opinion  tliaj 

-  she  had  enlisted  Dimple  in  her  serv 

-  He  was  as  a  branch  of  osier,  which  can 
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bent  to  evciy  purpose,  tliough  in  itself 
insignificant  and  valueless;  but  he  flut- 
tered her  and  her  sisters  with  the  most 
contemptible  adulation :  to  whatever  as- 
sertion each  advanced,  he  added  a  vehe- 
ment ajffirmation,  and  though  it  conse- 
quently happened  that  he  often  svorc  to 
the  truth  of  incidents  exactly  opposite, 
they  adroitly  contrived  to  save  his  vera- 
city, by  attributing  his  complaisance  to 
mistake. 

Belnard  foresaw,  that  if  such  a  wcn.au 
obtained  an  ascendancy  over  Waltheim, 
his  own  influence  must  be  lost ;  and  he 
determined,  without  delay,  to  represent 
to  him,  in  the  most  forcible  colours,  the 
precipice  on  which  he  stood. 
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CHAP.  IX, 


PERPLEXITIES, 


•-*«««iO?*' 


TO  accomplish  this  design ;  by  Sfecu- 
ring  a  timely  opportunity  of  conversing^ 
on  the  subject,  Colonel  Behiard  had 
settled  to  breakfast  at  home,  and  invite 
Waltheim  to  a  ride  betx^re  they  visited 
the  Lodge ;  but  on  going  to  his  roonv 
he  found  him  not  only  risen,  but  learned' 
that  he  had  already  gone  out.  Belnard 
felt  much  offended,  and  no  longer  hesi^ 
tated  to  fulfil  his  own  engagement;  he 
walked  up  to  Ills  old  frieud's  habitation, 
and  on  entering  the  parlour  tbund  WaU 
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tlitim  seated,  intently  perusing  a  news* 
paper.  A  cool  salute  passed  on  either 
side,  and  the  appearance  of  the  ladies 
soon  drew  their  attention  to  more  general- 
concerns. 
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But  whatever  had  passed  in  the  evening 
before  he  quickly  disco*,  er^d-  that  the 
evil  he  intended  to  avert  had  already 
taken  place :  Waltheim's  manner  to  Oli- 
via was  stiff,  constrained,  and  absent, 
and  tlie  entire  of  his  conversation  and 
civilities,  which  lie  withdrew  from  her, 
lie  devoted  to  Sophia:  This  conduct  was 
evidently  premeditated,  and  also  evi- 
dently for  the  purpose  of  exciting  Olivia's 
jealousy;  he  talked  in  raptures  of  the 
Miss  Cardinals;  of  their  good-humour 
and  affability,  and  of  Lady  Senegal's 
fashionable    manners;    and  he    declared 
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Dimple   to  be  an  excellent  companion, 
and  an  extremely  well-bred  gentleman. 

Olivia  beheld  and  heard  him  with  sur-  ., 
prise  ;  but  Belnard  at  once  penetrated  tlie 
source  and  object  of  this  change.  He 
saw  that  Sophia  secretly  aided  Araltheim 
in  supporting  it,  while  at  the  same  time 
she  and  her  mother  beha\'ed  wit-h  more 
than  usual  solicitude  to  please  their 
stranger  gucsls.  That  a  discussion  of  the 
mystery  attending  them  had  last  night 
taken  place  he  no  longer  doubted,  and  the 
interference  of  Ladv  Seueo-al  he  easily 
traced  :  her  insatiable  curiosity  was  de- 
termined on  wadinor  through  e\ erv  ob- 
stacle,  and  by  seducing  the  lover  fjom 
all  controul  of  his  mistress,  and  his  friend, 
she  had  established  her  own  authority 
over  his  reason  ami  principles.  To  turn 
the  devoted  Waltheiui  from  tlic  councils 
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of  those  wlio  sincerely  wished  his  welfare, 
it  was  only  necessary  to  persuade  him 
that  they  had  a  selfl'^h  interest  in  their 
advice:  Olivia  could  easily  be  represented 
as  a  female  adventurer,  ^^  ho  had  drawn 
him  into  a  promise  of  marriage  which  he 
ought  not  to  fulfd,  without  being  in- 
formed of  circumstances  it  concerned  his 
future  honor  to  know,  and  by  alarming 
her  fears  of  losing  him  the  whole  affair 
nmst  of  course  be  cleared  up.  To  avert 
tlie  influence  of  a  friend  was  yet  more 
easy  ;  there  are  none  so  tenacious  against 
being  guided  by  others  as  those  who  feel 
conscious  of  being  unable  to  guide  them- 
selves; and  as  Waltheim  w'as  exactly  in 
this  predicament,  the  arg-^uments  even  of 
the  feeble  minded  Dimple  could  accom- 
plish this  important  undertaking. 
k5 
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}]at,  witli  an  alteration  of  circun> 
stances  so  unexpected,  the  opinions  of" 
Colonel  Belnard  abo  changied.  He 
doubted  whether  he  ought  ta  YQs'ist  the 
natural  course  of  events  which  tended 
to  the  separation  of  Wattherm  and  Olivia:: 
the  union,  be  felt  well  assured,  could  give 
happiness  to  neither,  and,  on  cool  de- 
liberatian,  he  resolved  to  avoid  all  inter^ 
ference  with  either  party  as  if  he  was 
wholly  uninterested  in  the  event 

That  he  might  be  enabled  to  persevere 
in  this  design  he  secluded  himself  from 
all  fiimily  society,  passed  the  mornings 
"walking  or  riding,  and  the  evenings  with 
the  Doctor  in  his  study,  or  not  unfre- 
quently  in  strolling  through  his  favourite 
retirement  in  the  garden;  Mrs.  Crank 
seized  with  avidity  her  brother's  dispo* 
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sitiou  to  promote  lier  intimacy  ^vith  her 
nev  i.  lends.  To  them  she  and  Sophia 
dcroted  the  hours  till  the  approach  of 
dinner,  and  this  sacrifice  of  time  was 
repaid,  by  her  Ladyship's  party  honoring 
the  hospitable  board  with  their  presence. 
The  Doctor  started  no  objection  to  this 
increase  of  family,  his  tacit  acquiescence 
was  therefore  considered  as  an  appro- 
bation, and  this  line  of  conduct  pursued 
accordingly. 

In  the  succcedlno"  week  Belnard  had 
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little  opportunity  for  observation  ;  he  saw 
Olivia  and  Waltheim  only  during  the 
times  of  repast,  and  endeavoured  to  see 
with  indifference  that  she  deeply  regretted 
the  increasing  caprice  of  her  lover.  Hex 
manner  to  him  was  that  of  a  gentle  and 
amiable  wife,  who  truly  laments  the  en*ors 


of  \}Qr  husband,  and  hopes  to  bring  him 
back  to  virtue,  by  Avinnini^  kindness 
ratlier  tlian  open  reproach  ;  or  did  slie 
once  exert  the  ascendancy  a\  liicli  licr  ek*- 
vation  of  soul  must  ha^•c  rendered  irre- 
sistible in  the  contest. 

In  this  period  Lady  Senegal's  advice 
had  not  been  neglected  ]:)y  her  coadjutors: 
they  observed  th(*'Utmost  caution  in  their 
conversation,  and  even  in  their  looks, 
to  'prevent  a  sus])icion  occurring  that 
they  were  informed  of  any  circumstrmce 
respecting  the  strangers ;  and  so  guarded 
were  they  in  this  instance,  that  Belnard 
believed  they  continued  to  be  successful 
\vith  both  the  Doctor  and  his  favourite 
young  guests. 

By    stimulating    the    pride    of   Wai- 
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tiicini,  and  sootliing  his  vanity,  he  liad 
li^radiiallv  yielded  to  tijeir  persuasions, 
till  he  became  so  entangled  in  his 
own  follies  that  it  was  much  easier  to 
continue  his  fault  than  recede  into  the 
trouhiesomc  path  of  repentance  and  apo- 
logy; but  though,  when  absent  from 
Olivia,  he  readily  admitted  the  weight 
of  arguments,  Jie  had  not  exertion  to 
resist,  his  heart  was  in  reality  too  deeply 
impressed  with  her  excellencies  easily  to 
relinquisli  his  intention  of  securing  them 
liis  own.  Her  superiority  was  sufficiently 
evident  to  liis  senses  without  the  aid  of 
reason;  and  when,  in  pursuance  of  the 
advice  of  his  new  friends,  he  urged  her 
to  a  confideace,  which  she  repeatedly 
assured  him  she  had  insurmountable  ob- 
Jigations  to  refuse,  he  always  believed 
she  was  right,  though  \^hy  he  believed 


so  wa8  beyond  his  ])o\vcr  to  explain.  His 
civilities  to  Belnard  Nvcrc  given  in  ce- 
remony, and  returned  in  carelessness ; 
nor  was  the  least  trace  of  fricntlsliip  or 
affection  once  betrayed  between  them  in 
the  general  intercourse  in  which  only 
they  now  met. 

Such  was  the  suspension  of  hope  and  fear,- 
when  Doctor  Estlake  received  a  letter  from 
a  distant  relation  requesting  his  attend- 
ance at  a  trial  to  be  held  at  the  quarter 
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sessions  of  Norwich,  to  substantiate  some 
evidence  necessary  in  an  important  cause. 
He  hesitated  not  to  comply;  but  Colonel 
Belnard's  solicitations  to  accompany  him, 
he  not  only  rejected,  but  insisted  that  he 
should  remain  at  the  Lodge,  and  occu])y 
the  apartments  which  exclusively  be- 
longed to  tlie  master  of  it:    declaring, 


that  on  tills  condition  only  he  conkl  con- 
sent to  leave  his  protegees.  "  Whatever 
may  be  the  risque/'  said  he,  **  I  >vill 
not,  on  any  terms  but  these,  leave  them 
subject  to  the  caprice  of  my  sister,  or  the 
insolence  and  impertinence  of  her  com- 
panions ;  I  see  what  they  are  driving  at, 
and  I  positively  charge  you  with  the  pro- 
tection of  these  defenceless  cares  of  my 
affections." 

Bclnard,  the  next  morning,  saw  his 
old  friend  depart,  accompanied  by  his 
faithful  attendant,  Maddox ;  and  with  a 
degree  of  melancholy  pleasure  obeyed  his 
injunctions,  by  taking  possession  of  the 
study  and  chamber  inside.  The  interval, 
till  dinner,  he  passed  as  usual,  and  then 
it  was  he  saw  the  propriety  of  the  Doctor's 
precaution,     Lady  Senegal,  her  sisters^ 
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and  Dimple,  ^vlio  might  riow  be  eonsi- 
dered  as  part  of  the  family,  were  n^ueh 
less  guarded  than  heretofore;  they  and 
Sophia  frequently  whispered  and  tittered; 
and  though  they  compelled  Waltheim  to 
shar^  tlieir  merriment,  he  evidently  suf- 
fered the  most  painful  confusion.  01i\  la 
observed  them  with  an  air  of  suspicioji, 
and  Marcclla  with  disgust;  and  Belnar  1 
resolved  to  be  less  secluded  and  more 
watchful  than  ever, 

The  confederacy  seemed,  indeed,  tins 
day  to  enjoy  themselves  without  restraint, 
ahd  their  hilarity  was  derived  from  more 
sources  than  one.  The  Colonel's  unex- 
pected attentions,  so  exclusively  given 
to  Sophia  on  the  evening  of  liis  arrival, 
Jiad  awakened  the  dormant  liopes  of  her 
^nd  her  mother,  that  notwithstanding 
the  Doctor's  threats  on  a  former  occasion, 
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lie  young  gentleman  mus  yet  acccsiible* 
jophia  wished  to  recal  his  wandering 
fancy,  and  if  possible  to  fix  it;  but  finding 
the  effort  unavailing,  she  panted  to  con- 
vince him  that  she  could  command  other 
conquests,  and  not  only  admitted,  but 
courted  the  devotion  of  Dimple.  Till 
«o\v  the  presence  of  her  uncle  had,  in 
tliosc  intervals  restrained  the  adulation 
of  tl]C  lisping  lover,  who  now  openly 
adored  the  medium  through  which  he 
obtained  a  participation  of  such  excellent 
dinners;  Lady  Senegal  and  her  sisters 
had  the  same  motive  and  reward  for 
snpporting  the  delusion,  and  had  very 
earnestly  advised  Mrs.  Crank  to  encou- 
rage his  addresses:  she  represented  him 
as  having  great  expectations,  and  as  the 
xcorthicst  creature  existing,  and  her  pur- 
pose ejitirely  succeeded.  The  new  ad- 
mirer was  never   without  an   invitation, 
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And  his  friends  M'ere  always  included :  but 
her  Ladyship  aifected  yet  another  politic 
stroke:    she    contrived    to  believe    that 
Miss    Cardinal   would  be   an    admirable 
a.uxiliary    in   this    affair,-    and   proposed  ' 
sparing  her  for  a  few  weeks  to  Her  friends 
^t  Estlake  Lodge.     Mrs.  Crank,   in  ac- 
cepting this  proposition,  forgot  that  her 
brother  might  not    approve;   but  when 
Inflection   did    occur,    it    was   too   late= 
Lady  Senegal  had  this  day  brought  Ce- 
lestina,  and  surrendered  her  to  the  careful 
friendship  of  Mrs;  Crank.     Gelestina  was^ 
fat,  fah,  and  almost  forty ;  and  her  sister 
>Jfc^pt  ratlicr  in  a  more  infantine  age;  but 
they  were    very    good  kind  of  women. 
They  did  not  verify    the   satirical  deli- 
nition  of  their  sex  given  by  a  certain 
poet : 

^'  Even-  thing  by  (urns,  and"  nothing  lonff." 
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For,  ill  truth,  the  J  were  nothing  always; 
they  had  not  an  idea  above  a  bugle  neck* 
lace,  a  giggling  chit  chat  in  a  corner,  and 
adopting  and  aiding  the  plans  formed  by 
their  wealthy,  and  of  course,  infallible 
leader;  but,  in  themselves,  and  left  to 
themselves,  they  were  wholly  harmless* 
Their  satyr  had  no  point  to  wound,  or 
their  praise  no  truth  to  flatter ;  in  botl[i 
they  were  directed  by  whim,  without 
judgment ;  and  it  was  equally  safe  to  fall 
under  the  lash  of  their  resentment,  or 
pleasing  to  obtain  the  meed  of  their  ap- 
plause. 

Olivia  and  Marcella,  a*  itsual,  retired  td 
their  own  apartment,  when  the  ladies  went 
to  the  drawing-room;  and  though  they 
obeyed  the  summons  to  tea,  they  met  no 
opposition  to  persevering  in  their  custom 
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fef  withclrawir.g  immediately  after.  Co- 
lonel Belnard,  however,  for  the  first  time, 
mixed  with  this  little  assembly,  and  in  his 
deputed  character  of  master  of  the  house 
easily  contrived  to  conceal  his  real  de- 
sign :  though  much  avoided  by  the  two 
gentlemen,  he  found  himself  a  welcome 
addition  to  the  ladies  coterie;  and  while 
he  exerted  his  spirits  to  render  his  assidu- 
ities acceptable,  he  also  exerted  his  pene- 
tration to  d eve] ope  their  thoughts,  inten- 
sions, and  designs. 
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CHAP.  X. 


AN   EXPLANATION 


BUT  this  State  of  painful  uncertainty 
was  not  destined  long  to  continue.  The 
heart  of  Btrlnard  fhictuated  with  the  r.iost 
intolerable  throbbings,  in  the  supposition 
that  Waltheim,  in  proving  unworthy  of 
Lis  pr'zc,  might  lose  it;  and  though 
bound  in  honor  to  avoid  all  steps  that 
might  forward  his  giddy  friend's  dis- 
missal, he  yet  felt,  that  the  most  roman- 
tic folly  alone  could  urge  him  to  any 
measure  that  might  prevent  the  extremitr 
of  a  separation. 
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Such  ^rere  the  reflections  of  his  mind 
the  following  day,  ac  he  ti-aversed  the 
study  with  slow  and  pensive  footsteps, 
\\hei\  the  door  was  suddenly  thrown  open^ 
and  he  beheld  Mar<:elia  pale  and  in  ex- 
treme agitation:  she  entereJ  the  room, 
and  shutting  the  door  with  the  quickness 
almost  of  frenzy,  she  caught  his  arm 
with  a  firm  grasp. 

"  O,  Mr.  Belnardr*  she  exclaimed^ 
^*  is  not  this  cruel?  too  cruel!— your 
friend  has  betrayed  usi" 

The  cause  of  her  tumultuous  emotion 
was  now  explained ;  Belnard  at  once  saw 
that  Waltheim's  indiscretion  was  disco- 
vered, and  kept  silence  where  he  could 
not  excuse. 
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"  Tiii  true;'*  she  resqined ;  ^*  he  has 
l^etraycd  the  secret  it  was  his  duty  to 
respect,  and  plunged  the  woman  Jie  pro- 
'icsscs  to  love  into  a  repetition  of  those 
calamities  from  which  she  has  so  lately 
escaped.'* 

Belnard  attempted  not  to  speak,  but  he 
led  her  to  a  seat,  and  threw  open  the  glass 
door  to  admit  the  air.  The  violence  of 
Marcella's  resentment  at  length  found 
relief  in  tears,  and  he  felt  the  necessity 
of  calling  up  every  effort  of  honor  and 
fortitude  to  guard  himself  against  seizing 
the  opportunity  of  influence,  on  his 
own  account,  w^hich  this  moment  pre- 
sented. 

*'  Would  to  God,"  resumed  the  sob- 
'bing  Marcella,  ''  that  wc  had  never  seen 


jiim !  or  that  lie  had  not  rescu*.d  Oiivia 
fium  a  grave  ten  thousand  tin)cs  pre- 
fera])Ie  to  an  existence  led  with  liiin." 

**  How;"  cxclainied  Behiard  ;  his  face 
wholly  Cjiourkss. 

**  Dear  Colonel  T'  she  impatiently  jc- 
turned,  **  if  you  knew  Olivia ;  if  you 
knew  the  heart  and  understanding  slie 
p05sessc5^  you  would  acknov.Iedge,  even 
in  the  partiality  of  friendship,  tl)at  Mr. 
Waltheini  is  unworthy  of  her.'* 

"  Why  then/'  he  faultcringly  deiuand- 
£u  ; — '  *  v/hy  did  she '* 

"  Accept  of  liiin  ?  Ah  !  yes  ; — but  it 
was  my  mother  who  gave  her  to  him  ;  ^hc 
only  saw  1-is  perfection.s ;  she  had  na  op- 


poitunity  to  discover  his  faults,  or  she 
never  could  have  exacted  a  promise  so 
fatal  to  the  happiness  of  the  child  she 
loved she  gloried  in !" 

Belnard  threw  his  arm  over  the  back 
of  his  chair,  and  leant  his  face  on  it  to 
conceal  its  agitations. 

*'  Olivia's  reason  is  stronger  than  mine,'*^ 
resumed  .Nlarcella;   *'  and  the  last  com* 
mand  of  my  mother  was,  that  I  should 
implicitly  submit  to  her  guidance;  to  op- 
pose her  determination  is  therefore  out  of 
jny  power,  but  she  cannot  deceive  me 
into  a  belief,  that  a  mind  like  her's  caa 
5toop  to  an  alliance  so  inadequate,  with- 
out disgust;  yet  such  is  the  steady  in- 
tegrity,   and  such  the  fortitude  of  her 
soul,    that   though  candid,   frank,   op^n 
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as  the  tj^eridian  sun  in  every  other  in- 
stance, she  continues  in  this  a  reserve, 
which  I  despair  ^of  xonqucring,  though  I 
too  plainly  perceiv^eshe  deplores  the  rash- 
ness of  a  vow  it  is  incumbent  on  her  te 

fuim.'^ 

*'  O,  Marcella !  you  think  she  deplores 
it?" 

*'  Alas,  too  surely !"  she  replied ; 
''  Olivia,  so  firm  in  misfortune,  the  sup- 
port of  my  mother  and  myself  in  cir- 
cumstances too  shocking  to  think  of; 
who  braved  death,  without  shrinking,  in 
our  defence !  now  spends  her  nights  in 
tears,  which  she  vainly  endeavours  to 
conceal  from  me." 

^'  Such,  indeed,"  resumed   Marcella, 


after  a  "pause;    ^*  such  is  her  scU'-com** 
mand,  that  she  certainly  perbuaded  herself 
to  love  him.     She  continually  reminded 
me  of  the  courage  he  so  nobly  exerted 
for  our  preservation,  and  dwelt  on  the 
iamiable  dispositions  of  his  heart,  though 
she  never  mentioned  the  qualifications  of 
his  head ;  but  surely,  had  you  been  in 
his  place,  you  had  risqued  your  life  as 
iiobly!   O,  that  you  had!"  she  earnestly 
repeated ;  *'  that  it  Avas  to  you"  ■     ■ 

Belnard  started  from  his  seat,  but  the 
sight  of  Olivia  and  Waltheim  approach*^ 
ing,  in  earnest  conversation,  arrested  his 
attention  and  recalled  his  efforts  for  com- 
posure. 

On  reaching  the  glass  door  she  hesi- 
tated to  cuter,  but  perceiving  the  tear;* 
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©f  her  sister/  she  seated  herself  cjihi.Iv 
beside  her,  and  smiled  in  her  face :  yet  it 
tras  not  a  smile  of  cheerfulness,  or  eve^ 
of  tranquillity  ;  it  struck  the  heart  of 
Marcella,  who  throwing  licr  arms  round 
her  neck,  passionately  wept  in  lier  hosoni. 
Waltheim  stood  as  if  to  comprehend  the 
cause  of  this  scene,  but  his  imagination 
quickly  suggested  that  he  had  been  made 
a  subject  of  complaint,  and  his  counte- 
nance instantly  fired  with  rage  :  Belnard 
saw  it,  and  fearing  his  precipitancy,  even 
in  the  presence  of  Olivia,  resolved  himself 
tp  retirc. 

'  ^*  You  must  not  go,  Colonel;"  said 
she;  ''  as  the  friend  of  ^Ir.  Waltheim. 
I  request  a  few  moments  of  your  time." 

/^Friend?"    contemptuously   repeated 
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M'allheim;  his  lace  pale,  and  his  lip$ 
quivering;  ''  but  he  may  stay;  I  shall  be 
glad  to  convince  him  I  am  no  longer 
a  child,  and  that  I  have  slippLxl  my  lead^ 


ing  strings. 


The  Colonel  attempted  not  a  reply ; 
and  on  Olivia  repeating — •'  I  request  you 
to  stay!" — lie  again  sat  down,  and  re- 
sujned  his  attitude,  which  now  appeared 
that  of  attention. 

She  for  a  moment  struggled  for  com- 
posure, but  her  native  dignity  quickly 
triumphed,  and  with  a  smile  of  ineffable 
.sweetness,  and  a  blush  of  confusion,  she 
caid  : — 

"  I  believe,  Mr.  Waltheim,  you  will  do 
«ie  the  justice  to  acknowlege,  that  I  have 
l3 
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ever  treatexl  you  with  tlie  distinction  du^ 
to  the  man  who  ahcatly  has  my  promise 
of,  one  day,  receiving  my  vow^  of  obe- 
•dience?" 

The  livid  paleness  of  Waltheim's  face 
was  new  succeeded  by  a  deep  crimson, 
iiud  Olivia  proceeded  :-—- 

'*  As  I  consider  myself  boLiuJ  to  you, 
you  may  be  assured,  that  the  commu- 
nication of  your  misconduct  was  not 
made  even  to  Golouel  Belnard  by  my 
authority- " 

*'  No;"  interrupted  Marcella,  in  atone 
of  violent  resentment;  *^  I  did  not, —I 
could  not  wait  for  my  sifter's  permission 
to  complam  of  the  outrage  you  have  com- 
mitted !"  -^^ 
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*'■  Spare  your  reproaches,  Madam  1'* 
•cried  Waltlieini,  sullenly ;  "  your  sister's 
'will  be  suflicient !" 

**  You  mistake/*  said  Olivia;  "  I  do^ 
iiotmean  to  reproacli  you,  as  you  cannot 
inow  the  extent  of  the  injury  your? 
thoughtlessness  has  inflicted." 

**  And  is  not  that  a  rqiroachr**  miit* 
ttttd  Waltheim.. 

'•Perhaps/'  she  coolly  returned,  "  you 
expect  me  to  approve?'* 

"VValthcini  offercd.no  reply,  but  he  en- 
deavoured   to    conceal   the    feelings    of 
shame,  and  siiggestions  of  reason,  by  en- 
creasing  the  sullenness  on  his  brows. 
l4 


**  Permit  me,''  resumed  Olivia,  "  now 
that  I  have  obtained  j^our  serious  atten- 
tion, and  may  I  not  add,  acquired  by 
your  indiscretion,  a  riglit  to  vindicate 
my  character  from  the  odium  of  capfice  ? 
-—permit  me  to  explain,  in  the  presence 
of  your  friend,  the  sentiments  which  Iiave 
operated  on  my  conduct?  we  have  lately 
quarrclled  and  made  up  again,  with  a  faci- 
lity which  must  impress  those  who  wit- 
nessed it  with  a  very  unfavourable  opiuioa 
of  my  temper  and  intellects/' — 

"  Do  you  mean,  Madam,  to  assert  that 
the  fault  was  only  mine  ?'* 

**  I  mean,  Sir,"  she  replied,  '*  to  assert 
myself  r* 

Walthehn,  astonished  and  abashed,  felt 
that  he daie  not  answer. 


^'  There  is  no  hunian  being,  however  in- 
significant," resumed  Miss  Vere,  "  whose 
good  opinion  I  despise;  and  my  anxiety 
to   conciliate  the  esteem  of  those  with 
uhom   I  shall  probably  all   my  life  asso- 
ciate,  is  proportionate  to  their  own  indi- • 
\ idual  merits ;  and  why  should  I  not  add  ? 
in  proportion  as  their  friendship  is  im- 
portant to  you.      Had  my  present  appeal.- 
been  dictated  by  rancour,  or  a  little  mind,  • 
I  should  have  made  it  to  Doctor  Estlake, 
who  I  have  reawn  to  believe  is  prejudiced 
against  you,    and  not  in  the  presence  of 
the  man  to  whose  steady  regard  you  con- 
fess obligations  so  infinite.     From  him  I. 
cawnot  expect  the  partiality  you  have  so 
largely  experienced  ;  it  is  from  his  judg-  . 
ment  alone  I  demand  an  acquittal!"   ...(Jo 

hnii  bm:  ,^)q(id 

A  vehement  reply  wa*  on  the  lips  of 
1*5 
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Waltheini,   but  she  requested  not  to  be 
interrupted,  and  again  resumed , 

"  I  have  never  deceived  you,  or  could 
I  do  so;   for  though  the  unhappy  events 
of  my  hfe  have  tauglit  me  to  conquer 
feelings   naturally  acute,  and  though   I 
have    learned   to    suppress,    or    perhaps 
Avholly  subdue  emotions  of  affection  and 
gratitude,    I  never   yet  coukl  wear  the 
semblance  of  a  regard  my  conscience  did 
not  acknowledge.      When    my    mother 
gave  you  my  hand,  she  explained  my  sen- 
timents, and  told  you  that  the  possession 
of  my  heart  must  depend  only  on  your- 
self; and  she  told  you  truly.     Early  dis-, 
appointments,     and   an    opportunity  for[^ 
observation,    may  damp    the    ardour   oJtj 
hope,  and  that  warmth  of  romantic  ex* 
pectation  to  which  I  was  naturally  hit  , 
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too  much  inclined ;  but  I  had  been  im*- 
pressed  with  the  necessity  of  submitting 
to  the  guidance  of  reason  and  rehgion, 
and  the  school  of  adversity  matured  the 
lessons  I  received  in  tlic  lap  of  indulgence 
and  tenderness.  IMy  mother's  acquaint- 
ance, with  the  mind  she  formed,  enabled 
her  to  give  you  that  promise  which  I  have 
already  fulfilled;. and  the  very  day  before 
your  friend's  arrival  I  avowedly  gave  you 
possession  of  my  heart." 

Belnard  called  up  all  his  strength  to 
steady  the  perturbations  of  his  frame. 

''^  Suffer  me  to  proceed?"  she  conti- 
nued, preventing  the  words  which  Wal- 
theim  was  about  to  utter:  "  it  is  the  last 
time  that  any  other  person  than  yourself 
«lull  hear  a  sentence  from  my  lips  to  your 
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disadvantage  :  let  me  simply  ti  ac  e  your 
conduct  from  that  day?  I  will  then  ex- 
plain to  you  my  reasons  for  making  your 
fiiend  a  parry  concerned," 

*'  You  are  cursedly  cool,  JMadam," 
cried  ^\'a.ltheim,  un\\illing  to  belfc^'C 
himself  wrong,  **  if  you  loved  me  as  you 
said  you  did '' 

*'  And  as  I  truly  did;"  interrupted 
Olivia:  '*  but  I  do  not  deceive  you;  you 
have  forfeited  my  esteem,  and  I  love  you 
no  longer." 

*'  Damnation!"  exclaimed  Waltheim, 
in  the  mortified  agony  of  rage  and  dis- 
appointment; *'  is  it  thus  you  give  me 
up." 
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*'  YoLi  arc  ImpetjLious,"  she  replicJ; 
^*  but  I  >\  ill  still  be  sincere  :  the  gift  my 
motlier  presented  you  I  will  not  witfulraw^. 
or  the  promise  she  devoted  I  will  not 
falsify  :  here  is  my  hand,  and  to  yourself- 
belongs  the  recovery  of  my  atlections.""'*^ 

Wholly  subdued  by  her  gentleness  and 
elegance,  Waltheim,  in  the  eagerness  of 
rapture,  seized  her  hand,  and  while  he 
pressed  it  to  his  lips,  felt  all  the  shame  of 
his  errors,  though  he  did  not  clearly  com- 
prehend what  those  errors  Were.  jNIarcella 
glanced  at  him  and  her  sister  a  look  of 
reproach  for  a  recoriciHation-shevStr  httle 
desired,  and  involuntarily  moved  to- 
wards the  astonished  attd'  agitated  Bel- 
aard. 

y  That    I  will  be  your's,"   resumed 
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Olivia,   *^  I  again  repeat';   that  I  wilfte^ 
your's   willingly   is  only   in    your    own- 
power;  and  I  frankly  declare  to  you,-  that- 
a  perseverance  of  the^  conduct  you-lvaver 
lately  adopted,  must  entirely  aii^i^ite  my 
heart.     It  is  painful  to  me  tc  Avound  your' 
feelings  v-hen  I  already   see  your  com- 
pnnction,^  but  I  must   make   coiuUtions 
with  which  I  hope  you  will  comply.  Our. 
first  quarrel,  arose  from  my  refusal  to  be 
your's  before  the  expiration  of  my  mourn- 
ing, an dUhe  propriety  of  this  refusal  miistt 
be  apparent  without  assigning  any  reason ;; 
but  I  confess  to  you  I  had  a  design  ia^ 
this  delay:    I  owe  to  my  future  happiness* 
this  trial  of  your  steadiness,  and  until  the 
probation  is  expired,  I  will  not  be  indu- 
ced to  forego  my  own  right  of  acting  ast 
I  please." 
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'^  Dearest   01lvIa,J7  .cried  Walthcim; 
'*  do  you  doubt  my  eoiistancy  ?'* 

"  I  do  ;  because  you  have  submitted  all 
your  inclinations  to  persons  unworthy 
your  esteem,  and  have  given  confide nc& 
to  those  who  do  not  deserve  to  be  known 
to  you.  From  the  first  moment  I  saw 
Lady  .Senegal  I  suspected  that  she  was 
informed  of  my  unhappy  situation:  in 
the  piercing  cunning  of  her  black  eyes  I 
beheld  a  scrutiny  of  curiosity,  -sv  liich  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Crank  mistook  for  penetration; 
and  in  the  forced  suavity  of  her  manners 
it  was  easy  to  discover  the  disappoint- 
ment of  her  present  gratifications,  and 
the  intended  perseverance  of  a  favourite 
pursuit.  Her  professions  to  me  were  be** 
yond  the  limits  of  politeness,  and  he/ 
fondness  for  Miss  Crank  an  effort  almost 
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too  great  for  even  her  powTrs  of  docop- 
tion  :  but  it  opened  to  my  vieW  Webetit 
of  Iicr  character,  and  inspired  n;e  with 
caution  to  avoid  her  so'cictv,— thonu'li, 
alas  !  too  late  :  I  this  day  discovered  how 
well  she  is  already  informed  of  that  which 
I  had  powerful  reasons  for  concealincj 
from  all  the  world,  and  throug'h  the  pub- 
lication of  which  we  may  }  ct 'incur  hciny 
and  fearful  misfortunes,""  ■-■'     ''     ''' 

'  ''  God  of  Heaveii!"  exclaimed  the 
repentant  Wiiltheim  •  **^li6w  shall  I  repair 
my  fault?"  .  >   r^'^ -^ni  .n  !. 

/^  By  returnino' to  yourself,  and  to.  the 
lone:  tried  frieud  throuirh  whose  advice 
ypu  can  merit  yip.ui'  own  appi;oJ:)atLon  and 
my  esteem."  '..  /^ 
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*'  Tliiit  friend  insulted  me!"  indig- 
nantly returned  Waltlicim  ;  *'  treated  me 
like  an  idiot,  who  has  no  sense  of  feelir}g- 
or  resenting  an  injury."  '''"  -'^-'^ 

Behiard  looked  steadily  at  his  accuser, 
but  his  face  was  ghastly  pale;  and  Wal- 
theini,  confirmed  in  his  opinion,  fiercely 
rejoined ;  "  yes,  Sir  !  I  am  informed  of 
your  well  known  honourable  intentions  oh 
a  former  occasion  ;  but  Miss  Arnault  di^ 
covered  she  was  the  dupe  of  ^'owr  artifices, 
not  of  mine  1 **  lu  ic^. 

The  Colonel  instantly  resumed  his  tbm- 
posure.  *'  To  reply  to  your  invectiveb," 
said  he,  **  in  presence  of  ladies,  would 
but  degrade  myself;  and  since  I  am  no 
longer  to  exercise  an  influence,  I  will  not 
hint  at  how  much  your  rashness  degrades 


you;,  but  you  will,  one  day  learn  how 
justly  you  hav^  relinquished  my  admo- 
Ditions  for  the  interested  suggestions  of 
more  selfish  friends.  Eor  the  sake  of — 
your  father,  I  wish  you  happy  !  but — ^for 
my  own  sake,  I  can  make  no  efforts  tcfe 
ensure  you  so,'* 

Unable  longer  to  command  himself  he* 
ieft   the  room,   and  sought  the  seclirsioDi; 
of  his  favourite  retreat  iw  the  garden^, " 
where  he  found  leisure  andr  opportunity. 
for  uninterrupted  contemplations.. 

.    They,    alas!    confirmed   all  his > fears, 
Olivia  did  not  love  Waltheim,  but  sh&' 
deemed  herself  not  the  less  his  destined' 
"wife,  and'sucliwas  the  disposition  of  this 
most  iViconsistant  of  all  human  beings, 
that  Belnard  well  knew,  the  more  contra- 


dictions  he  IouikI  in  the  object  of  his 
Irishes,  the  more  earnestly  he  would  pur- 
sue the  attainment  of  it. 

The  tumultuons  sensations,  occasioiled 
by  a  rapid  succession  of  hopes,  fears,  and 
possibilities,  had  not  time  lo  subside 
before  a  summons  to  dinner  called  on  him 
to  exert  hh  spirits  for  composure,  lie 
repaired  to  the  parlour,  where  he  found 
no  addition  to  the  usual  family  party; 
and  even  Miss  Cardinal  Tiad  gone  honitf 
with  her  sisters,  in  order  to  prepared 
dress  to  appear  at  a  large  party  ^vhich 
Mrs.  Crank  expected  to  meet  at  the 
Lodge  the  next  evening. 

Belnard  felt  in  this  a  relief,  and  endea- 
voured, by  devoting  his  attentions  to  the 
ceremonies  of  the  table,  to  elude  the  ob^ 


servation  of  Mrs.  Crank  aiid  Sopliia  ;  hut 
he  found  this  a  most  painful  exertion. 
Ohvia  and  Waltlielrn  had  entirely  made 
up  their  difference  of  the  morning,  and 
the  sound  of  lier  voice  plainly  denoted 
that  he  had  obtained  her  entire  forgive- 
ness. 

In  vain  might  Belnard  have  hoped  to 
^conceal  the  effect  of  this  confirmation 
^against  all  possibility  of  his  happiness, 
-had  not  another  circumstance  engaged 
•the  faculties  of  IVIrs.  Crank  and  her 
daughter.  Till  this  moment  the  cha- 
racter of  Marcella  had  never  unfolded 
itself  to  their  perception,  and  they  be- 
held, with  unfeigned  astonishment,  the 
haughty  demeanour  of  her  carriage,  and 
supercilious  distance  of  her  unbending 
inanneis.     To  them  she  behaved  with  a 


degree  of  politeness,  so  strongly  maikeJ 
by  condescension,  that  they  appeared  as  a 
species  of  inferior  order,  and  whom  a 
sense  of  what  she  owed  to  her  own  con- 
sequence obliged  her  to  treat  with  deco- 
rum'. Waltheim  w^as  excluded  fi-om  even 
this  share  of  favour,  and  when  her  eye 
accidentally  glanced  on  his  face,  she  in- 
voluntarilv  drew  back  in  an  attitude  of 
the  most  ineffable  contempt.  His  con- 
scious confusion  gave  her  no  triumph,  for 
she  considered  him  undeserving  her  re- 
sentment, and  rather  surveyed  him  as  a 
worm  she  could  crush,  had  she  deemed 
him  worth  the  trouble  of  an  exertion  : 
To  Belnard  she,  on  the  contrary,  ad- 
dressed herself  with  every  appearance  of 
regard,  and  even  of  aflection  ;  her  voice 
in  speaking  to  him  had  a  different  mo-' 
dulation;  she  smiled  at  him  with  vivacity 
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^nd  in  every  instance  aimed  at  evincing 
the  diffd'ence  of  the  sentiments  she  en- 
tertained for  him;  but  wlien  she  turned 
to  Olivia!  when  she  looked  at  her  in 
silence,  or  answered  her  even  in  a  mono- 
syllable, her  countenance  assumed  a 
new  expression,  her  eyes  melted  in  liquid 
tenderness,  and  her  whole  soul  appeared 
dissolved  in  the  softest  sensations  of  pity 
and  affection.  Her  tongue  uttered  no 
speeches  of  flattery,  or  professions  of 
attachment;  but  in  every  act,  in  every 
look,  in  every  tone,  was  written  in  the 
most  emphatical  characters  —  ^*  My 
sister!  I  can  die  to  make  you  happy  ! 


Mrs.  Crank  and  Sophia,  \vho,  till 
now,  had  reflected  but  little  on  the  nature 
of  their  offence,  became  apprehensive 
of  they  knew  not  what ;  and  the  ideas 
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1SLxitc3Tjy  au  alteration  so  extraordinary 
were  extremely  unpleasant.  Marcelia 
Vere,  hitherto  so  silent,  who  spoke  and 
looked  only  as -directed  by  the  voice  or 
^yes  of  her  sister,  could  she  really  be  the 
isame,  in  whose  presence  they  now  sat 
as  culprits  before  a  judge,  as  vassals  be-v 
neath  the  feet  of  their  monarch  ?  Such, 
indeed,  was  the  impression  of  wonder  she 
-created,  that  they  had  been  almost  tempted 
to  doubt  the  evidence  of  what  they  saw 
and  what  they  heard,  had  not  a  secret 
conscience  whispered  to  them  that  they 
had  presumed  to  speak  of  persons  with 
familiarity  and  implication,  who  ought  to 
have  been  treated  as  sacred  and  all  pow- 
erful. 

Eager  to  escape  a  restraint   so  incx- 
plicable,  Sophia  reminded  her  mother  and 
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^Villtllcil^  of  their  evening  engagcnient. 
IVIrs.  Crank  gladly  availed  herself  of  the 
opportunity,  offering  some  incoherent 
excuse  for  leaving  her  guests;  but  Wal- 
thcim  declared  his  resolution  ofremalnini' 
with  Olivia^  and  she  evinced  her  grati- 
.  tudc  hy  the  most  pointed  and  concihating 
attentions:  she  plainly  endeavoured  to 
reconcile  him  to  himself,  though  with  but 
little  effect.  I^Iarcella  neither  spoke  to 
him,  or  at  him,  but  she  swept  her  e^es 
across  his  visage  with  a  strong  expression 
of  disapprobation  and  disgust,  which  soon 
rendered  hi^  situcition  so  intolerable  that 
he  eagerly  seized  the  hour  of  retiring,  as 
affording  him  escape  from  the  most  pain- 
ful captivity. 


on 


CHAP.  XL 


INTERESTING  DISCOVERY 


THE  absence  of  Waltheim  from  Lady 
Senegal's  left  the  female  cabinet  (not 
excluding  Dimple)  at  full  liberty  to  can- 
vass tlie  incidents  of  the  morning,  and 
the  strange  alteration  of  Marcella's  man*- 
ner  on  fmding  that  the  mysterious  story 
was  known.  Very  serious  apprehensions 
were  entertained  by  Mrs.  Crank  and 
Sophia  of  the  Doctor's  resentment;  as 
lie  had  already  declared  that  these 
strangers  were  entitled,  and  should  re- 
ceive every  mark  of  distinction,  and  they 
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feared  to  inform  liiin  tliat  they  knew  to 
the  contrary;  but  Lady  Senegal,  with 
the  most  unwearied  pains,  endeavoured 
to  reconcile  them  to  the  fault  they  had 
committed. 


^'  Lord!"  she  fretfully  ejaculated, 
^'  why  are  you  uneasy  about  such  non- 
sense ?  if  jour  brother  is  angry  you  ought 
to  tell  him  your  mind/' 

*'  And  what  is  that  ?*'  simply  demanded 
Sophia. 

M 
**  That  Miss  Vere  endeavours  to  please 

him  that  she  may  get  his  fortune,    and 

that   her  sister    has  set  her  cap  at  the 

Colonel." 

;*'  ;And  doats  on  him/'  added  Cdestina* 
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^'  Nonsense,"  cried  her  Ladyship—* 
"  do  you  think  the  man  a  fool?''     — , 

*'  As  to  that,"  said  Mrs.  Crank,  ''  she 
may  as  well  spare  herself  the  trouble, 
he  is  not  so  easily  caught,  I  can  tell 
her." 

"  Ton  my  soul  I"  gently  exclaimed 
Dimple,  '*  that  is  precisely  my  idea  of 
him/' 

'*  "What  a  charmino;  fellow!"  cried 
4ft|*t^  **  I  hope  he  won't  be  thrown  away 
on  her,' 

"  Nonsense,"  exclaimed  her  Lady- 
ship tartly,  "  I  wonder  you  can  utter 
such  folly ;  he  will  not  be  so  easily  im- 
posed on  take  my  word  for  it.     And  if 


tTiesc  folk  complain  of  you,  Mrs.  Crank, 
I'dhave  you  boldly  tell  the  ODoctor  what 

you  think. He  is  gkid,  to-be-sure, — to 

get  IMiss  Vere  off  his  .hamls,  -^nd  Wal- 
theim  is  just  the  cat's  paw  fit  for  that;  but 
my  life  for  it  he'll  be  finely  enraged  if  he 
hears  there  is  a  trap  set  for  his  young  fa- 
Nvourite  the  Colonel." 

The  disputations  on  this  head  ran  very 
high;  Mrs.  Crank  \^as  very  willing  to 
be  persuaded  that  her  brother  could  be 
•led  to  any  thing,  though  something  told 
her  he  always  took  his  own  way ;  but  she 
listened  to  the  admonitions  of  her  titled 
friend,  and  at  a  late  hour  had  left  her 
fulfraught  with  advice,  and  accompanied 
by  the  coadjutor  Cclestina. 


JJiit  when  in  the  morning  they  met  the 
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objects  of  their  pre  meditated  vengeance, 
they  found  no  opportiinitks  to  connhence 
the  hostilities  intended;  Ohvia  appeared 
as  she  had  ever  done,  except  that  she 
sp6k^  less,  and  with  more  reserve  thar 
usual ;  bat  jNIareella  had  thrown  oif  all 
restraint :  she  had  resumed  her  very  self,, 
and  was  equally  careless  whether  she  ex- 
cited.their  wonder,  their  liatred,  or  their 
applause,  i^he  addressed  only  her  sister 
and  tlije  Colonel,  aud.c\cn  them  but  bcl- 
dom  ;,  \b\it  she  still  gave  to.  thcinthc  dis- 
tinctiqii  they  had  hitherto  eojoyed ;  she 
seemed  indeed- to  forget  there  were  other 
persons,  present,,  and.  was  as  much  at  her 
ease  as  if  she  neither  saw  or  heard  the 
party  Avho  had  been  inflated  with  the 
fullest  expectations  of  disconcerting  and 
levelling  against  her,  the  shafts  of  irony, 
and  mortification. 

m3 
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-Marcella  had,  in  fact,  determined  no 
longer  to  keep  measures  with  persons  she 
despised  too  much  to  feel  offended  with ; 
but  they  still  afforded  her  subject  for 
amusement,  and  having  obtained  her 
sisters  consent,  she  commenced  her  ope- 
rations. Mrs.  Crank  was  to  be  engaged 
the  whole  morning  in  giving  orders  for 
the  evening  entertainment;  and  Sophia 
and  htr  fair  friend  were  busy  in  the  draw- 
ing-room affixing  some  new  fantasies  to 
their  personal  decorations.  Marcella 
knew  this,  and  by  the  time  she  thought 
them  settled  to  their  various  occupations, 
she  descended  from  her  apartment. 

The  two  companions  were  seated  ojjpo- 
site  each  other  in  close  divan,  their  heads 
almost  touching,  in  the  earnestness  of 
communication,  when  the  daor  was  deli- 


Leratety  and  v^idely  thrown,  open,    and 
i\Iarcella  entered  ^vith  a  majesty  as  aweful 
and  commanding  as  it  was  graceful  and 
natural.     Surprise,  at  a  sight  altogether 
Hnexpected,  did  not  deprive  them  of  the 
power  of  motion,    though  it  prevented 
immediate  reollection ;    they  started  up 
in.  hurry  and  dismay,  and  at  a  loss  for 
lefuge  from  their  confusion,  in  the  con- 
sciousness that  they  had  been  speaking  of 
the  very  person  present^    they  wheeled 
their  chairs  to  a  distance,  and  again  sat 
down,   expecting  to  be  left  as  usual  to 
themselves.      They  were  however,   mis- 
taken:   Marcella  had    brought    in    her 
netting-box,    which   she   placed   on  the 
table,  and  seating  herself  with  the  utmost 
composure,  quietly  applied  herself  to  her 
employment  as  if  no  living  soul  was  in 
her  sight. 

u  4 


Wholly  disconcerted  and  wholly  a^^to- 
iiished,  they  exerted  every  effort  to  re- 
cover from  their  confusion,  and  -started 
subjects  various  and  unconnected;  but 
Miss  Cardinal  was  not  easily  intimidated  ; 
she  rahied  her  importance,  and  tolerably 
succeeded  in  speaking  with  her  accus- 
tomed volubility.  At  length  she  ad- 
dressed Marcella,  but  the  answers  she 
received  were  very  ill  calculated  to  restore 
good  humour,  or  enliven  repartee;  they 
were  conuned  to  one  syllable,  to  which 
she  always  added,  in  the  strongest  pronun- 
ciation, the  word,  ^^  Madam;''  and  though 
it  was  uttered  with  a  countenance  as 
grave  and  dignifiwl  as  the  noblest  Spa- 
niard could  assume,  it  yet  conveyed  an 
idea  of  the  burlesque,  extremely  un- 
grateful to  the  feelings  of  vanity  and  self- 
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conceit,  with  which  the  bosom  of  Mis* 
Cardinal  so  largely  expanded. 

A  situation,   such  as   this,    could  not 
long  be  endured;    but   the  entrance  of 
some  occasional  visitors  aiForded  hope  of 
relief.     The  laugh,  the  chat  went  round, 
yet   Marcelk   was    still    the  same:    her 
netting  was  pursued  with  the  most  pro- 
found but.  tranquil  attention  ;  .and  when 
a  sentence  was  addressed  to  her,  the  an- 
s^vvers-  she  returned    were    precisely   the 
same,,  and  in  a  tone  precisely  as  solemn. 
Her  eye  added  no  meaning  to  her  words, 
she  simply  looked  full  in  the  face  of  the 
person  who  spoke,   and  having  finished 
her  reply,  again  returned  to  her  occupa- 
tion. 

Manners  so  extraordinary  could  not 
u5 
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fail  to  'draw  the  general  gaze ;  but  n# 
alteration  was  observed,  and  they  gra- 
dually  experienced  an  impression  of  con- 
straint from  which  they  felt  eager  to- 
escape,  not  without  internal  supposition 
that  the  young  lady  was  very  proud,  very 
foohsh,  or  perhaps  both. 

At  dinner  Marcella  was  still  the  same 
to  the  ladies ;  Waltllemi  she  did  not  eveit 
see;  but  to  Belnard  and  Olivia  her  man* 
mers  were  warm,  elegantly  graceful,  and 
equally  distant  from  self-presumption  or 
officious  affectation.  She  had  established 
her  sovereignty,  and  considered  them  as 
of  the  Blood  Royal ;  all  else  she  looked 
upon  as  unintitled  by  either  the  privileges 
of  nature,  or  local  circumstance,  to  any 
mark  qffavotr  or  attention. 
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To  the  expected  party  in  the  evening 
they  could  only  now  look  forward  for 
relief,  and  as  the  strangers  had  never 
yet  on  these  occasions  appeared,  the  con- 
ft'dera<:y  were  absolutely  certain  of  a 
release ;  but  again  they  were  mistaken, 
for  again  Marcella's  majesty  entered  to 
confound  them.  'Twas  true,  her  netting 
was  given  up,  but  her  eyes  had  still  the 
same  tranquil  appearance,  equally  aban- 
doned by  expresiiiou  or  vacancy.  AMien 
any  of  those  obnoxious  to  her,  spoke  to 
herself,  or  to  any  other  person,  slie  con- 
tinued to  look  full  at  them,  without  ap- 
pearing to  hear  what  they  said ;  neitiier 
did  she  seem  to  think  of  any  thing  very 
important.  Lady  Senegal  was  prepared 
for  a  most  dignified  display  of  wealth, 
rank,  and  fashion:  she  treated  persons 
who  were  nobody,  with  the  most  amiabie 
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familiarity,  and  expected  to  be  consrdeicd 
by  them  as  somebody.     Miss   Cardinal 
"was  in   excellent  spirits  for  the  chatting 
parties,    to   which   she    always    devoted 
herself  in  scenes  like  these.    *4iki|i  had 
determined   to    be  enclianting]y  simple, 
and  Dimple  looked  to  the  general  appro-- 
bation  of  all  the  ladies ;  but,   alas  !  this 
evening,    so    splendid,    so   biilliant,    so 
delightful,     gradually    became    clouded. 
Wealth  no  longer  awed,  beauty  no  longer 
charmed,  and  pleasantly  ceased  to  please: 
Avherever  a  knot  assembled,  Marcella  was 
a  looker  on  ;  wlicrevcr  a  card -table  Avas 
made  up,  she  was  fixed  near  it ;   their  wit 
excited  no  smile ;  their  elegance  no  ad- 
miration;   their    winnings    were   beheld 
without  joy,  their  losses  proclaimed  without 
exciting  Iier  to  sorrow :    Still,   still,   her 
^yes  leisurely  settled  on  the  face  of  one. 


253 

tliett  mov^ed'  to  the  face  of  another;  and 
in  a  very  short  time  Mrs.  Grank  perceived 
that  her  guests  were  uncomfortahle,  they 
knew  not  why ;  and  gaiety  had  fled,  they 
knew  not  \\  •  he  r ef o  re*. 

Belhard  also  had  been  surprised  at  the 
•singvilarity  of  her  behaviour  ?  but  an  ex- 
pression of  drollery,,  concealed  from  all 
but  him,  opened  his  eyes  to  her  purpose, 
and  he  endeavoured  to  employ  liis  atten- 
tion in  observing  its  magical  effects;  his 
mind,  however,  panted  for  solitude,  and 
a  note  which  was  brought  to  him,  and 
which  required  an  answer,  afforded  him 
un  opportunity  to  leave  the  drawing- 
room.  He  dispatched  his  reply,  and 
putting  on  his  hat,  passed  through  the 
glass  door  into  the  garden.  The  air, 
fioftly  undulating  through   the    leaves, 
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scarce  breathed  a  whisper,  and  the  moon  i 
had  risen  in  full  and  resplendent  beauty : 
all  was  calmness  and  tranquillity;  and  as 
the  receptipn  rooms  were  confined  to  tlie  ' 
front  of  tiie  house,  no  voice  interrupted- 
the  stillness  which  reigned  around.  Se- 
cure from  observation  he  measured  his^ 
steps  towards  his  favourite  retreat,  and 
had  reached  the  sequestered  s-pot  wliich^ 
terminated  the  walk,  when  a  deep  drawn 
sigh  started  him  from  his  reverie.  He- 
listened  J  all  again  was  silent;  but  pos- 
sessed with  a  belief  that  he  had  heard  a 
breath,  he  opened  the  leaves  which 
cloathed  the  interwoven  branches  of  the 
arbour,  and  distinguished  somebody 
within.  He  moved  round,  and  breaking 
his  way  tlirough  the  shrubs,  reached  the 
walk  leading  to  the  entrance: — All  was 
hushed ;  and  an  idea  starting,  that  some 
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"person  was  concealed  with  an  improper 
design,  he  stepped  silently  forward  till  he 
reached  the  spot ;  a  heavy  cloud  in  the 
instant  passed  aver  the  moon,  yet  he 
plainly  perceived  an  object,  and  cau- 
tiously entered.  It  was  a  female  figure, 
her  arms  resting  on  the  table,  and  one  of 
them  supporting  her  head  :  the  heart  of 
Belnard  bounded  to  his  throat;  he  ap- 
proached still  nearer,  silent  and  breath- 
less; the  moon  suddenly  emerged  from 
obscurity,  and  glared  upon  the  object.—^ 
It  was— Olivia. 

Emotions  the  most  powerful  assailed 
him:  he  perceived  that  she  slept  pro- 
foundly, and  the  danger  of  the  night  air 
occurred  to  him,  but  he  feared  to  startle 
her  abruptly,  and  cautiously  seating  him* 
self  beside  her,  could  not  relinquish  the 
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delight  of  contemplating  features  so  dear 

to  his  heart.     Her  palfe  cheek-,   rendered  ' 

yet  paler  by   the  contrast  of  her  dark 

dtess,  rested  on;  the  back  of  her  hand.; 

and  the  silver^  light,    passing  through  ?ja 

opening   in  the  trees,    was  shed   full  on 

her  face.     The  dark  laslies  of  her  eyes 

glittered  with  a,  tear^  and.  the.  heart  of 

.Belnard    swelled,  witli    iutokTable.  scn- 

.sations !     '^  she  is   unliapp^-^!'    said   lie-; 

*•  and  it  is  her  virtue,  her  delicacy,   that 

.renders  her.  so, — cruel — fatal   integrity;: 

—but  were  she  less  perfect,  she: would  be 

less  dear  to  me  !- "  He  continued  to 

gaze  with  unutterable  affection  on- her 
face,  but  it  suddenly  lost  its  serenity ; 
her  breath  became  short  and  quick,  and 
her  countenance  changed  with  alarming- 
expression.  Trembling  and  hesitating 
Jic  \  entured  to  touch  the  hand  that  was 
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disengaged ;  it  was  cold  as  marble,  he 
grasped  it  lirinl}',  and  the  motion  awoke 
lur. 

^'  What!  who  is  that?'*  said  she, 

''  Your  truest  friend,"  he  hastily  re- 
plied, ^'  whom  accident  brought  to  the 
spot..    I  fear  I  have  alarmed  you  ?" 

''  Ha!--.!Vfr.  Bclnard  1— -you  frightened 
nie  a  little." 

''  Not  intentionally,  believe  me/'  he 
falteringly  returned,. 

i 

"  O,  no;  I  am  certain  of  that;  I  Re- 
lieve I  was  dreaming  something  terrible, 
for  the  impression  still  beats  on  my  heart; 
— but  why  did  i/au  come  here?" 
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*'  May  I  not  retort  the  question?"  said 


he. 


"  Yes ;  and  it  is  easily  answered. — I 
came  here  to— elude  my  own  reflect- 
ions." 

^' And  I  to  indulge  mine;  but  were- 
your's  of  a  nature  to  fly  from  ?" 

**  Not  absolutely;  but — I  conclude 
tliey   v/ere   less  agreeable    thaa    your's^, 

.*' Because  why?'*" 

^^  Because,  you  have  no  cause  for  un- 
easiness — you  are — happy." 


'*  Perhaps  not  quite,"  he  resumed,  ia 
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trembling  hesitation;  *'  but  do  I  say  too 
much  in  assuring  you  that  your  visible 
uneasiness  is  the  sharpest  thorn  to  my 
peace  ?" 

•'  My  uneasiness,"  exclaimed  Olivia, 
in  a  tone  of  surprise;  "  I  hope  you  are 
sincere  in  that  profession,  Colonel?^* 

*'  Sincere?— O,  heaven  V* 

^  Nay,'*  said  she  "  you  must  not  be 
angry  that  I  am  pleased  in  finding 
apprehensions  were  groundless." 

**  Apprehensions!   Oh  !— Mada 
>vhat  apprehensions?*'- 

**  I  feared,  indeed,  you  had  altogether 
given  up  your  friend  ;  but -" 


''  But  \vhat?-.?^Iadciin." 

*'  As  YOU  still  take  an  interest  in  his. 
welfare  half,  my  anxieties  are  d6n#~ 
away." 

The  strength  of  this  short  sentence 
astonished  him.,  and  for  a  moment  h.e 
fancied  that:  she  intended  a  reproach; 
but  her  voice  and  manner  assured  him 
of  the  contrary,  and  he  found  that  the 
e3i:prcssiQn  he  liad  unguardedly  addressed 
her.  she  mistook  as  applied  to  Wal- 
inrs  late  conduct.  The  disappoitit- 
t  ^vas  severe,  hut  the  last  word:; 
lied  his  meditated  wishes  of  obtaining' 
friendship^  and  an  internal  sen^e 
cctltude  embellished  it  in  ylowir:^ 
colours. 
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^^I  ani  aM-are/' . resumed  Olivia,  ^*  that 
you  have  much  to  complain  of;  yet  hu- 
man nature  is  hable  to  error,  and  I  am 
persuaded  you  arc  capable  of  forgiving 
the  faults  you  have  never  yourself  com- 
mitted:  if  I  thought  you  wouldlistcn — 
with  patience " 

''  O,  Miss  Vere !"  he  exclaimed ;  strug- 
gling with  the  sensations  of  rapture  her 
words  unintentionally  inspired; — '*  but 
—What  would  you  say?" 

''  I  would  plead  for  your  friend,"  she 
replied,  with  vivacity;  and  in  a  tone  and 
attitude  of  entreaty — ''  you  are  silent  ?';; 
— she  added 

*^But  attentive!"  he  rcphed,  in  cx-f 
trem^  emotion, 
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^^  I  will  not  attempt,"  said  she,  '^  en- 
tirely to  vindicate  him,  but  allow  me  at 
least  to  say  that  my  unhappy  and  mys- 
terious fate  is  at  least  a  very  important 
extenuation.  His  conduct  to  mc  is  not  a 
proof  of  his  prudence,  I  admit,  but  it  is  a 
strong  declaration  of  his  attachment:  he 
knows  not  v>'ho  I  am,  who  are  my  con- 
nections, from  whence  I  came,  or  why  I 
am  come  at  all;  yet  he  persists  in^ wishing 
that  we  may  be  united,  and  has  uniformly 
wished  it  since  his  first  declaration  of 
partiality." 

*'  Why,  Madam,  do  you  particularize 
that  circumstance  ?" 

*'  To  remnid  you,  that  though  hi:* 
temper  is  volatile  and  inconsistent  he  is 
yet  capable  of  a  continued  regard  for  me, 
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M'ith  wliom  he  may  be  said  to  be  unac- 
quainted; how  much  more  established 
then  must  be  his  attachment  to  you, 
Tv^hose  character  is  so  well  known  ta-- 
him  ?** 

''  Perhaps/'  cried  Belnard,  endeavour- 
ing to  rally  ;  "  perhaps  that  is  the  reason 
he  no  longer  values  me?" 

**0,  no!"  she  earnestly  replied;  *' be- 
lieve me,  you  are  unjust  to  him;  he 
represented  you  as  all  that  is  great,  noble, 
and  generous;  as  a  man  of  polished  re- 
finement,  and  firmest  principles* " 

*'  And  do  you,  Madam,  believe  that^ 
he  was  unjust — ?" 

'*Iu  his  representation?— surely  no— 


for,  could  he  have  said  much  more  iu 
your  favour,  I  liad  implicitly  believed 
him.'' 

*'  O,  IVIiss  Vcre!"  cried  the  agitated 
Beluard,  ''  you  knov/  not  the  strength  of 
your  expressions!" 

'*  That  is  because  they  are  sincere,  and 
because  I  am  most  earnest, — most  anx- 
ious to  obtain  for  him  a  return  of  your 
regard." 

For  some  moments  both  were  silent: 
Olivia  seemed  to  await  liis  speaking,  and 
he  at  last  addressed  her  in  a  tone  of  so- 
lemnity that  concealed  the  feelings  which 
actuated  him. 

'^  If  YOU,  Miss  Vere/'  said  he,  ''  could 
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know  what  has  lately  passed  in  mylieartj 
vou  would   discover   the  extent   of  the 
fi  iendsliip  I  offered  to  Waltheim.  Respect 
for  myself,  and  obedience  to  the  prin-* 
ciples  you  just  now  allowed  me  to  possess, 
would   at  all  times   urge   me  to  act  as  a 
man   of  honor,     but  to  no   other   man 
living  would  I  have  made  the  sacrifice 
I  have  made  to  him  :  his  failings  I  by  no 
means  dwell  on,  and  should  he  be  united 
to  you  I  will  endeavour  to  forget  them,' 
and  see  only  his  good  qualities,  which, 
no   doubt,   your  influence  will  confirm. 
He  knows  in  part  the  claims  he  possesses 
to  my  good  oliices,   but  he  cannot  know 
the  whole;  to  you,  however,    I  will  de- 
clare, that  the  tie  which  now  binds  him 
to  n.e  is  more  powerfid  than  all  the  wide 
range  of  moral  perfection  united  in  his 
single  person  could  secure  to  him ;  while 
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that  tie  holds  I  will  be  his  friend,  even 
Hvere  he  deo:raded  below  the  most  savaire 
society ;  and  through  that  bond  he  maj'- 
command  my  friendship,  my  fortune,  and 
-even  iiiy  life." 

^*  May  it  never,  never- be  weakened!" 
warmly  exclaimed  Olivia;  ^' this  assu- 
rance is  doubly  grateful  to  my  heart, 
because  it  raises  him  jnuch,  very  much  in 
imy  opinion. " 

"  Why ;  why  do  you  say  so?"  Belnard 
quickly  demanded. 

^^  Simply  because  I  believe  that  friend 
ship  cannot  exist  without  some  similarity 
of   sentiment;    I   may    therefore  flatte 
myself,  that  since  your's  for  Mr.  Wal- 
theim  is  so  determined,  you  have  disco 
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vefed   something  in  his  character  con- 
genial to  jour  own." 

This  was  too  much  !  the  caution,  the 
prudence,  t!ie  resolution  of  13elnard,  in- 
stantly fled  before  the  rapid  succession  of 
hopes  her  words  inspired :  he  intently 
gazed  at  her  in  the  astonishment  of  his 
soul,  and  clasping  his  hands  in  the  energy 
of  rapture,  he  wildly  exclaimed,  **  O^ 
God  !— can  I — may  I  believe  this  ?" 

Olivia  was  surprised  !— she  looked  at 
him  for  an  explanation,  but  he  was  inca- 
pable of  giving  it:  sparks  of  fire  shot 
across  his  sight, — his  head  sunk  power- 
less on  his  hand,  and  a  sigh  burst  from  the 
bottom  of  his  bosom. 

Distressed,— terrified  even  beyond  her 
n2 
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own  coniprehensionj  she  eagerly  enquired 
if  he  was  ill  ?  The  hght  shone  on  her  fea- 
tures, but.  his  were  in  the  shade; — she 
saw  not  therefore  that  his  eves  were  fixed 
on  her  face,  which  betrayed  an  expression 
of  which  she  was  wholly  unconscious,  and 
excited  tumults  so  various  and  impe- 
tuous, that  even  an  effort  to  speak  was 
impossible;  and  Olivia,  persuaded  that 
his  silence  was  occasioned  by  sudden  in- 
disposition, caught  the  hand  next  hei" 
with  an  emotion  that  sufficiently  indi- 
cated the  real  state  of  her  feelings. 

**  What !—  wiiat  is  the  matter?'*  said 
she  J—'*  speak  to  me,  I  beseech  you— l" 

Still  he  spoke  not;  but  the  hand  she 
had  given  him  he  snatclied  to  his  lips, 
pressed  to  his  heart,    again  kissed  it,  and 


overcome  by  the  agonies  of  cleliglit, 
tears  burst  from  his  eyes  and  fell  on 
lier  arm. 

Olivia,  in  her  turn,  became  speechless; 
—surprised  ; — confused;  — comprehend- 
ing something,  but  nothing  clearly,  she 
attempted  not  to  withdraw  the  hand  lie 
still  pressed  to  his  trembling  lips ;  but  a 
double  conviction  flashed  on  her  mind ; 
she  at  once  saw  that  she  was  betrayed 

to  him  and   to herself;    and    his 

emotions  declared  more  than  language 
could  explain.  For  a  moment  she  was 
deprived  of  recollection,  but  a  croud  of 
ideas  again  rushed  upon  her  memory,  and 
liastily  releasing  her  hand,  she  arose  to 
depart. 

He  no\v  caught  both  hands;  ''Olivia,'^ 
n3 
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said  he,  ''  paidon  nie;— my  offence  was 
involuntary,  but — it  cannot  now  be  re- 
called !" 

^' O,  Mi\  Eeluaidr'  she  expr-essively 
replied  ;  '*  you  rue  lowered  in  my  esteem^ 
and  what  is  yet  more  dreadful,  you  have 
lessened  nie  in  my  own  eyfs." 

'-  No,'*  said  he  ;  '^  we  are  not  to  hiame: 
the  spirit  of  truth  and  purity  that  in  this- 
silent  hour  breathes  around  us,  whispers^ 
that  a  similari/i/  of  sentiment  must  not  He 
divided.— Olivia  ! — my  fate  is  fixed  ;-—  I 
cannot  now  give  you  up." 

Emotions,    painful    and    complicated, 
agitated   her,    while  he  spoke ;  but  her 
deviation  from  herself  was  but  momentary,, 
and  Bclnaid  now  beheld  her  exactly  a 
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Bhe  had  once  before  appeared  in  tke  cham--^ 
berof  her  mother. 

"  Recollect  yourself,  Sir  !'  said  she. 

Hfc  instantly  let  go  her  hands;  she 
walked  out  of  the  arbour,  and  slowly 
took  the  path  leading  to  the  house,  which 
she  entered  before  lie  entirely  recovered 
the  use  of  his  reason. 

To  arrange  his  ideas  was  still  however 
irnpossible.  Fear  and  hope  alternately 
took  possession  of  him,  and  wrung'  his 
heart  with'  anguish;  or  dilated  it  with 
rapture.  He  saw  that  he  was  beloved, 
but  he  also  saw  he  had  offended ; — still, 
still,  the  prospect  that  had  opened  to  his 
delightedimaginationdid  notclose,  though 
it  receded  from  his  view ;  and  through 
>'4 


the  heavy  mist  that  lowered  on  his  present 
happiness  lie  traced  an  elysium  of  soHd 
and  permanent  joys.  Yet — circumstances 
must  intervene,  and  unlooked-for  events 
take  place,  before  the  delicacy  of  Olivia's 
mind  could  permit  her  to  listen  to  his 
addresses  ;  and  when  he  found  calmness 
enough  to  dwell  upon  what  these  cir- 
cumstances and  events  must  be,  he  sunk 
into  despondency,  and  experienced  a 
fainting  sickness  of  heart  almost  intole* 
rable. 

At  length  the  sound  of  a  distant  clock 
striking  twelve  reminded  him  of  his  situ- 
ation and  long  absence  from  the  company. 
He  hastily  returned  to  the  study,  and 
finding  the  hghc  still  burned  on  the  table 
where  he  had  left  it,  he  felt  a  momentary 
satisfaction  in  this  certainty,  that  he  had 
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not  been  enquired  for :  he  immediately 
vent  to  the  drawing-room,  Avhere  the 
card-tables  Iiad  just  broken  up,  and  the 
party  were  about  to  descend  to  supper. 

**  Here  comes  Miss  Marcella's  favou- 
rite^" said  Lady  Senegal,  sarcastically. 

"  I  am  glad  of  it,"  replied  Marcella, 
*'  for  I  was  weary  of  being  alone — "  she 
nodded  to  him  invitingly,  and  he  in- 
stantly joined  her. 

*'  I  am  sorry,  Ma'am,"  said  Dimple, 
affecting  to  be  witty,  *^  we  shall  not 
have  the  pleasure  of  your  company  to 
supper." 

*'  The  pleasure.  Sir,"  she  replied,  ^' wa& 
not  intended  for  you. 
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"^  ft  is  only  For  the  Colonel/'  cricd^ 
Lady  Senegal,  forcing  a  laugh  of  malice. 

"  Tliat'is  all;'*  answered  Marcdla, 
carelessly 

Belnard  wa^  botli  ailuised  and  flattered 
by  this  distinction  rn  his  favour ;  he  saw 
'the  motive,  and  failed  not  to'second  it  by 
the  most  pointed  attentioits.  She  sat 
beside  him  at  supper,  and  talked  to  him 
with  the  utmost  freedom  and  good  hu- 
mour, though  she  could  not  help  ob- 
serving ev^ery  eye  turned  on  her,  and  the 
frequent  whispers  which  were  plainly 
levelled  against  her :  she  still  continued 
wholly  at  ease,  and  equally  pleased  with 
her  companion  and  herself  Lady  Se- 
negal, whose  imagination  was  ever  work- 
ing on  some  project,  could  ill  brook  the 
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l^marks  she  heard  around  her ;  her  dis- 
appointment quickly  swelled  into  down- 
right anger  against  those  who  suggested 
surmises  so  ungrateful  to  her,  and  though 
the  glowing  animation  and  softened  in- 
terest of  the  Colonel's  features  explained 
sentiments  she  was  determined  not  to 
understand,  she  sharply  reprimanded  those 
who  permitted  themselves  to  trust  the 
evidence  of  their  senses. 
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CHAP.  XIL 

FORTUNE  TELLING. 


mm^^i 


THE  perturbation  of  Colonel  Belnard, 
had  but  little  interruption  from  sleep,  and 
the  hour  in  M'hich  he  was  again  to  meet 
Olivia,  was  wished  for  in  all  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  hope  and  fear. 

At  length  it  arrived ;  Olivia  entered 
the  break  fast-room,  lier  air  serene  and 
perfectly  unembarrassed.  Belnard  felt 
his  colour  vary,  and  made  a  vigorous 
effort  to  command  his  presence  of  mind ; 
trembling  and  timid  he  presented  a  chair 
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and  wished  to  speak,  but  the  words  died 
away  unuttercd ;  the  suspension  was  insup- 
portable ;  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  her  face 
to  penetrate  if  possible  her  feelings,  and 
in  raising  her's  to  thank  him,  she  met  his 
gaze  ;  a  faint  blush  tinted  her  cheek  ;  she 
curtseyed  in  confusion,  but  immediately 
recovered  herself,  and  spoke  to  him  with 
a  dignity  and  freedom,  so  equally  blcndtd 
that  his  incertitude  in  the  revival  of  hope, 
and  the  terrors  of  disappointment,  became 
more  painful  than  even 

Soon,  however,  he  perceived  that  while 
the  attentions  of  Waltheim  were  accepted 
with  pleasure,  his  own  met  only  polite- 
ness: no  symptoms  of  confusion  wer^ 
again  betrayed,  and  though  he  still  en- 
deavoured to  flatter  himself  in  his  delu* 
sive  expectations,   the  vivacity  of  hei 
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manner  convineect  hifti  she  was  too'itiifcliF 
at  ease  for  emotions  such  as  then  tort vired- 
his  bosom. 

The  morning  left  him  oppoitunity  for 
reflection,  and  it  came  in  dreadful  force. 
He  asked  himself,  could  he  have  been 
deceived  in  her  expressions  of  the  evening 
before?  He  recollected  each  sentence,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  uttered,  and 
again  became  satisfied  that  he  was  not 
indifferent  to  her.  I^i  the  instant,  an  idea 
started,  that  on'  discovering  a  partiality 
till  then  uhknown,  she  had,  perhaps. 
'adopted  a  resolution  to  dismiss  Waltheim, 
and  in  this  decision  had  regained  her 
long  Ibst  tra;n4uiiKty.  To  this  he  might 
reasonably  attribute  the  case  of  Her 
mariner,  and  the  serenity  of  her  couii- 
tenance,  arid  *  he  resolved  to  bdieve  it 
possible;  that  he  might  yet  possess  her. 
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Hurried  on  by  the  tide  of  entliusia^ni, 
he  could,  ^vith  difficulty,  c^itiinand  his 
patience  till  he  again  should  see  her.  At 
dinner  they  met^and  slie  still  appeared  the 
same;  but  he  did  not  relinquish  hope, 
and  panted  for  certainty. 

Immediately  after  the  cloth  was  remov- 
ed, Sophia  desired  Miss  Gardinal  to  pro- 
duce the  fan  which  she  had  that  morninir 
purchased,  and  try  whether  Miss  Vere's 
fortune  would  answer  to  Mr.  Waltheim's: 
I  declare,  she  seriously  added,  I  never 
saw  any  thing  so  true  as  his  was;  evea 
her  name  is  mentioned. 

Miss  Cardinal  readily  obeyed;  her 
stock  of  riddles  and  charades  had  lately 
been  quite  exhausted,  and  she  was  happy 
in  this  new  resource  for  conversation. 
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'*  Is  your  prophecy  infallible  r"  tie*' 
manded  the  Colonel. 

*^  It  is,  at  least,  very  extraordinary/^ 
said  Waltheim, 

**  Do,  read  his  fortune,"  cried  Sophia; 
^'  though  I'm  sure  there's  nothing'  in 
such  things,  but  they  are  so  funny " 

**  I  will  read  his,  and  your's  too;"  an- 
swered Miss  Cardinal,  *^  here  they  are; 
this  is  your':>." 

"  Your  head  and  heart  devoid  of  thought,] 
*^  Will  soon  be  in  adventure  caught; 
"   Vour  hand  in  haste  will  soon  be  sought 
.^'  Aad  conquest  crown,  a  battle  fought. 

**  The  two  last  lines  are  well  enough," 
isaid  Mrs.  Crank,  **  but  it's  all  a  hum- 
bug." 


*'  This  is  Waltheim's,"  resumed  Miss 
Cardinal. 


"  If  the  girl  you  ask  is  kind; 
**  If  you  meet  her  in  the  mind ; 
"  Take  her  while  she  is  inclinM; 
*'  For  she's  Vereing  as  the  wind. 


*'  Is  not  that  pretty  plain.   Colonel?'* 
liemandcd  Miss  Cardinal. 

He  stoop<ed  to  adjust  th^  collar  of  the 
dog,  and  answered,  **yfs.** 

**  Now  Miss  Vere,  or  Miss  Vereing,  or 
whatever  your  name  is,"  cried  Sophia,  *'let 
us  see  what  is  promised  for  you.'* 

**  As  you  think  my  fate  is  already 
decided,"  said  she  smiling,  "  all  farther 
enquiry  is  unnecessary." 
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**  O,  but  you  know  it  is  ail  a  joke,"" 
cried  Walthcim  ;  *^  you  niust  try,' Olivia. '* 

'^  As  you  please,"  she  replkd,  and 
obeyed  the  instructions  of  Miss  Cardinal, 
by  pointing  to  a  compartment  in  the  fani- 
The  mystic  .ines  ran  thus : 

*^  Uncertain  doubts  hau^  o*er  yotir  head, 
**  x\nd  hopes  fond  dream  you  think  is  fledj. 
^'  But  Fate's  decree  is  not  yet  sped, 
i^'  And  therefore  cannot  yet  be  readr 

.'  >'^'^* 

Belnard  involuntarily  raised  his  eyesy 
to  observe  the  effect  produced  by  these 
lines:  the  deep  blush  which  suffused  the 
features  of  Olivia,  was  chased  by  a  pale- 
ness, similar  to  that  w^hich  had  taken 
possession  of  his  own.,   .  . 

"  Olivia  does  not  like  that  prophecy, ''' 
said  Waltheim. 
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"  It's  nothing  like  your's,  indeed;'' 
returned  Sophia,  ''but  l-m  sure  there  is, 
no  truth  in  either." 

^'  Pooh  !"  rejoined  her  mother;  "  don't 

we  all  know  that?- but  n aw  for  the 

Colonel's,  and  Miss  Marcella's." 
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The  lady  fii'st,'*  said  Miss  Cardinal. 


"  The  gentleman  fust,"  returned  Mar- 
cclla — 

''  Come  then  Coloner.''     He  obeyed^ 
and  Miss  Cardinal  read  ; - 

"  Whether  blb»s,  or  whether  woe 

"  Is  all  you  now  request  to  know; 

^'  Then  hope,  the  first !  secure  though  sloW; 

"  Your  tide  of  hap-pTTiess  shall  floAV. 
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**  That  is  a  fair  promise,*'  said  he, 
endeavouring  to  rally  his  retreating 
spirits—  "  I  hope  your's  may  be  equally 
flattering,  Miss  Marcella* 

*'  And  equally  true, "  she  replied  iu  the 
most  serious  tone* 

^^  What!"' cried  Sophia;  ''  do  yoi?» 
fcelieve  in  such  things  r" 

"Implicitly/'  ah^  t^iutmd^ 

Every  eye  stared  at  her  in  surprise ; 
but  she  looked  as  she  had  spoken. 

**  Well  then,  let  us  see  what  your's 
predicts,"  cried  Miss  Cardinal— Marcella 
yielded,  and  she  read 
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"  Your  question  is  a  mere  pretence,. 
^'  Bwt  truth  should  nercr  gH  e  oftence; 
^'  In  Hymen's  chains  then  take  defence, 
"  The  man  you  lo?e  is  not  far  hence. 


'*  Gracious  me/' cried  Sophia,  too  much 
astonished  to  observe  the  deep  crimson 
that  mantled  on  the  check  of  Marcella. 
**  I  believe  there  must  be  something  in 
it !  but  it  don't  exactly  agree  with  the 
Colonel's  neither." 

**  Why  should  it  do  so  ?"  demanded 
Marcella, 

*'  Because — because — ''  and  she  hesi- 
tated a  reply. 

"  O  don't  hurry  yourself,"  returned 
Marcella;  "  I  by  no  means  expect  a  rea- 
sonable answer." 


Sophia  aid  not  clearly  un<3cvstand  this 
sentence,  but  it  struck  her  as  being  con- 
temptudus,  and  Mrs.  Crank  j^lancing  a 
look  of  rage  at  the  person  mIio  uttered  it, 
rose  from  the  table,  and  the  party  sepa- 
rated  as  usual. 

Belnard  remained  in  the  study  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  then  went  up  to  the 
drawing-room:  it  was  empty,  and  he 
learned  from  the  servant  who  soon  after 
brought  up  the  tea  equipage,  that  Mrs. 
Crank  had  left  an  apology  for  him,  as 
she  was  obliged  to  go  out.  The  man 
added,  that  he  would  call  the  young 
ladies. 

Footsteps  soon  after  approached,  and 
the  heart  of  Belnard  beat  quick:— Olivia 
entered  and— alone. 
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She  started  in  surprise,  and  a:>ked  where 
were  the  ladies  ? 

"  Engaged;  lam  told,"  he  fal- 

teiingly  i^eplied. 

*'  And  my  sister  ?— I  thought  she  wajs 
with  you." 

t,:  f  j^o,"       Madam— I   have  not  seen 
her  since." 

**  She  is  in  the  garden  then,"  said 
OHvia,  ringing  the  bell  for  the  servant^ 
who  on  appearing  she  sent  to  summons 
her. 

"  I  am  sorry,"  said  Behiard,  endea- 
vouring to  speak  with  com{)osure,  "  that 
I  did  not  know  she  would  permit  me  the 
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lionor  of  her  coinnany.  I  certainly  could 
not  have  denied  myself  the  gratilication 
it  affords/' 

"  You  are  such  a  favourite  with  her," 
replied  Olivia,  that  when  she  is  not  with 
me,    I    naturally   conclude   she   is   witli 

vou." 

«/ 

The  entrance  of  the  person  alluded  to 
prevented  Belnard's  comment  on  what 
Olivia  had  said,  hut  he  could  not  avoid 
observing  that  her  manner  was  still  care- 
less and  easy,  and  deduced  from  it  the 
jiiost  painful  conclusion. 

Marcella's  questions  to  tliem  and  also 
,  ho  the  servant,  now  produced  an  expla- 
nation,   that  Mrs.  Crank  liad   gone  out 
%vithout  leaving  any  apology  except  for 
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the  Colonel ;  and  that  Mr.  Waltheim 
wanted  to  stay  at  home,  but  she  would 
not  let  him,  or  permit  Sophia  to  carry  up 
a  message  he  wished  to  leave." 

"  I  am  not  surprized  ;"  said  Olivia,  as 
the  servant  shut  the  door;  *' when  you 
treat  them  with  so  little  ceremony,  you 
cannot  be  angry  that  they  retort"  . 

**  Nor  ami,"  said  jMarcella;  "  I  would 
not  have  missed  the  good  folk,  only  that 
Colonel  Belnard  looked  so  vexed.'* 

*'  What  a  strange  girl  you  are  ;"  cried 
Olivia :  **  you  certainly  do  not  intend  to 
offend  these  people  T* 

^^No/-'^w  

.'  ;  7:  ■     )    li'Vr;  ;/>'    '■ 
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;  ''  Or  to  please  them?"    rejoined  the 
Colonel. 

*'No/*    • 

"  Dear  Marceila,'*  cried  Olivia,  "  be- 
lieve me  they  do  not  understand  your 
manners/*—— 

"  Would  you  have  me  explain  them  ?" 
asked  Marcella. 

Her  sister  laughingly  replied,  *'  she 
feared  that  would  be  worse.*' 

*'  Then  how  are  they  to  understand] 
either  you  or  me  ?" 

"  I  always  intend  that  my  meaningj 
shall  be  obvious,"  answered  Olivia. 
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Belnaid  haiitily  raised  his  eyes  to  her 
face;  she  betrayed  no  embarrassment,  and 
he  felt  mortified  and  offended  at  the 
tone  in  which  these  words  were  pro- 
nounced. 

"  And  was  not  my  meaning  pretty  ob« 
vious?"  asked  Marcella. 

"  lown  it  was, "said  Olivia,  lauo-hin 
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*'  You  know,"  resumed  Harcella, 
^  that  I  was  a  long  time  amazingly  civilj 
uid  even  now  I  do  not  laugh  at  these 
people,  I  only  despise  them." 

"  Good  heaven!"  exclaimed  Olivia; 
'  how  can  you  utter  such  a  speech  ?" 


Simply  because  I  think  it.     I  do 


not 
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l-Ksitate  to  be  sincere  before  Colonel] 
Belnard — he  is  one  of  w^  you  know. " 

.  The  Colonel  endeavouring  to  rally 
bowed  to  her  compliment  with  an  air  of 
gallantry. 


"  Only  that  I  know  you    so  well,' 
resumed   Olivia,   ''  I  should  be  tempted 
to  think  you  very  ill-natured,  but  as  i 
is,  I  cannot  acquit  you  of  injustice." 

**  In  what  instance?" 

^  *  Almost  every  instance.     These  peoph 
as  you  call  them  are  far  from  unamiable 
Sophia  particularly,   though  her  mannen 
do  not  please  you." 

**  Nor  vou  either." 
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''  I  admitthat  I  would  hot  make  her 
my  model  in  either  thinking  or  acting,, 
but  we  are  indebted  to  her  and  her  mo- 
ther for  kindness,  and  hospitality,  and 
*vcn  for  society.'* 

'^Society,  Olivia!'' 

u/»i<*  Yes;  there  are  none  more  inde- 
|)^cleTit  of  external  resonrces  than  you, 
Marcella;  acid  yet  ennui  would  some- 
times overtake  you  without  the  relief  of 
some  social  intercourse." 

|i-'  "**Then  you  like  the  relief  their  social 
I  intercourse  affords  ? "  i 

*'  I  acknovvledge  I  do.     Had  our  situ- 
ation admitted  of  choice,   perhaps  mine 
had  not  been  fixed  as  it  is,  but  the  friend- 
0  3 
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i>hips    1    form    by    necessity    I   will    not 
sbaiidon  through  caprice.'* 

Beluard   understood  the  full  meaning 
of  tliese   expressions,    and  starting  from 
liis  chair  valked  to  the  window. 

'*  I  must  admire  your  sentiments," 
cried  Marcella;  '*  but  I  have  not  like 
you  learned  to  suppress  my  natural  in- 
clinations, and  reason  myself  into  unna- 
tural ones. 

"  But  when  necessity  compels  us  to 
any  mode  of  conduct,  what  is  the  use  of 
reason,  if  we  do  not  command  our  natu- 
ral inclinations." 

**  True ;  you  are  always  in  the  right :— 


but  dear  Olivia!  do  you  not  refine  ^way 
your  own  happiness  ?" 

"  I  hope  not — and  I  believe  not,  for  if 
I  acted  on  any  other  principle  I  must  be 
miserable.  I  know,"  she  continued,  *'that 
we  women  are  accused  of  that  weakness, 
but  I  really  think  with  injustice.  We 
are  not  indeed  (like  men,)  early  accus- 
tomed to  view  self-ind'ulgence  as  a  matter 
of  course;  we  therefore  shrink  from  tlie 
first  advances  of  error,  and  being  from 
infancy  inured  to  subjection,  are  more 
easily  empowered  to  subdue  ourselves. 
We  turn  with  horror,  from  the  intrusion 
of  even  the  most  distant  thought  incom- 
patible with  strict  rectitude, — —should 
such  present  itself  in  the  most  illusive 
shape,  it  yet  leaves  a  sting  to  memory, 
which  time  may  blunt  but  ought  never 
o  4 
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to  destroy,— but  surely  Marcellay  }  ou 
cannot  say  this  is  trilling  away  hap- 
piness! though  to  those  sentiments  do 
we  owe  some  of  our  most  uneasy  mo- 
ments." 

"Dear,  dear  Olivia!"  cried  her  affec- 
tionate sister,  throwing  herself  on  her 
neck;  '*  how  deeply  have  you  studied 
this  subject  1" 

*^And  for  your  benefit  I  hope?"  she" 
smilingly  replied. 

•' Why— a— yes  :— but  still  Olivia,  I 
wish  you  were  not  quite  so  reasonable  ;— 
so  very  good  and  exalted  !"— — 

"  So,  so;— If  you  can  be  severe,  I  also 
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find  you  can  flatter, — but  wliy  do  you 
wish  that?" 

**  Because  if  you  were  less  perfect,  yoa 
would  be  more  happy." 

"Alas,  alas,"— cried  Olivia;  '*  have  I 
then  been  preaching  to  the  winds  ?— but 
as  yod  are  not  to  be  converted,  and  I  am 
not  to  be  shaken,  I  will  at  least  avoid 
dispute." 

She  arose  to  go,  and  Marcella  beseech- 
ingly prevented  her. 

*'  Dearest,  dearest  Oh  via,"  she  ex- 
claimed; "  I  will  be  converted  ; — I  will 
implicitly  follow   your  councils,— when 

occasion  calls." 

o5 
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^^  May  it  never  call  1"  cried  Olivia,  as 
$}ie  moved  to  the  door;  she  there  turned 
half  round,  kissed  her  hand  to  her  sister, 
and  hastily  left  the  room. 

Belnardhad  forsome  moments  gazed  on 
her  with  piercing  enquiry  ;  he  saw  in  the 
touching  expression  of  her  features,  and 
distinguished  in  her  last  accents,  a  mean- 
ing that  wrung  his  heart  almost  to  mad- 
ness!— his  eyes  still  dwelt  on  the  door 
tliat  shut  her  from  his  view,  and  at  once 
losing  all  powers  of  recollection,  he 
wildly  clasped  his  hands,  and  exclaimed, 
**  O,  Olivia  ! — is  this  my  sentence?" 

He  staggered  towards  a  sopha,  on 
which  he  sunk  ;  and  Marcella,  alarmed 
at  an  appearance  so  extraordinary,  de- 
tnanded  the  cause?  but  his  agitation  pre- 
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vented  a  reply  ;  she  seated  herself  beside 
him,  and  taking  his  hand  again,  repeated 
lier  question. 

"O,  Marcella!"  he  exclaimed ;  '*  you 
know  not  what  I  at  this  moment  endure ; 
— I  love  your  sister  more  than  existence  ! 
— my  very  soul  is  linked  to  her's  ! — I 
have  long — long  saught  for  the  image  of 
my  glowing  imagination,  and  found  her 
already  destined  for  another." 

The  earnest  attention  of  Marcella,* 
while  he  spoke,  ahsorbed  all  powers  c^ 
interruption;  but  when  his  meaning  was 
thus  unequivocally  developed,  she  raised 
her  eyes  to  heaven,  and  energetically 
exclaimed,— — "  thank  God!— thank 
God  1 — she  may  y^t  be  happy  !" 


300 

Belnard    started    in   amazement ! 

''  Marcella!'' — he  cried^ — '*  what  have 
you  said?" 

"  What  I  have  long  hoped— long 
wibhed.  It  has  long  been  the  most  fer- 
vent wish  of  my  heart  to  see  Olivia  your 
wife." 

A  declaration  so  unlooked  for,  instantly 
awakened  every  dormant  hope  in  tlie 
bursting  bosom  of  Belnard  ;  a  thousand 
impossibilities  suddenly  vanished  :  trans- 
port again  resumed  its  dominion,  and  it 
was  long  before  he  could  give  utterance 
to  his  emotions. 

"  My  wife  ?"  he  repeated  ;  **  O,  Mar- 
cella ;— what  tumults  does  that  wor' 
excite!— may  it  indeed  be  possible -— 
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*'  I  hope— most  fervently  I  hope  so," 
she  rephed ;  "  and  to  confess  to  you 
a  truth,  I  do  believe  that  OUvia  her- 
self  " 

'MVhat?— dear  I\Iarcella,  speak."—* 

'*  Will  not  break  her  heart  if  fate 
decrees  that  it  shall  be  so?  nay,"  she 
continued,  **you  must  not  forget  that 
obstacles  still  intervene." 

'^  None,"  he  cried,  "  that  I  will  not 
conquer."—— 

"  Beware;'*  interrupted  Marcella, — 
**  I  caution  you  to  let  events  take  their 
own  course,  and  avoid  any  step,  the  know- 
ledge of  which  will  lower  you  in  Olivia's 
esteem.     Her  ideas,  as  a  female,  are  pecu- 
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liarly  nice ;  and  though  she  readily  for- 
gives, she  is  easily  disgusted." 

"  Dearest  Marcella  I"  cried  Belnard  ; 
**  guide  me ;  lead  me— I  am  not  unworthy 
her  esteem— instruct  me  how  I  may  ob- 
tain her  heart/* 

''  By  pursuing  the  conduct  she  herself 
has  followed.  It  is  this  only  that  can  be 
your  advocate  in  her  favour,  for  she  has 
enjoined  me  to  a  silence  that  I  dare  not 
break— but  even  from  this  I  draw  a  good 
omen." 

"  Enchanting  prophetess  !~what  would 
you  predict  ?" 

'*  I  believe  that  she  has  been  compelled 
to  this   caution  by  having  inadvertently 
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made  comparisons  which  must  have  pro- 
duced a  very  decided  effect  in  your,  fa- 
vour, and  a  secret  conscience  has  alarmed 
her  delicacy  M^ith  fears  for  her  heart.  To 
this  I  attribute  the  silence  sli€  has  en- 
joined nic  to,  and  which  1  am  certain  she 
has  imposed  on  herself.  She  never  men- 
tions your  name,  or  adverts  to  any  cir- 
cumstance in  which  you  bear  a  part — yet 
such  is  the  firmness  of  her  integrity,  that 
be  the  performance  of  duty  ever  so  pain- 
ful, she  will  not  shrink  from  it,  and  the 
feelings  and  affections  it  dictates  will 
really  become  established  in  her  inclina- 
tions." 

"  Alas! — I   Iiave    then  nothing — no* 
thing  to  hope/* 

*^  I  believe  the  contrary,"  said  Mar- 
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cella,  smiling— **  though  I  confess,   not 
from  Olivia." 

'*  Not  from  Olivia !— who  then  has 
power  to " 

*^  Walthelm,"  she  interrupted  ; — **  it  is 
from  Waltheim  himself  I  expect  her  re*- 
lease;  the  man  only  fancies  himself  in 
love,  and  when  he  finds  out  his  mistake 
he  will  give  her  up." 

*'  Impossible! — impossible,  !Marcella  I 
—to  possess  Olivia's  promise,  and  sur- 
render it?— it  is  a  chimerical  hope."- 

'*  I  yet  think  not^"  she  replied;  *'  and 
—dear  Colonel — I  yet  expect  to  salute 
you  by  the  title  of  brother." 
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''  My  sister,"  he  cried,  catching  Uer  to 
his  breast; — ''  my  beloved  sister  ;— dear 
Marcella— preserve  to  me  this  dehision— 
I  dare  not  rehnquish  it/' 

*'  Except  for  the  reality,"  she  smiUngly 
replied. 

A  loud  knocking  at  the  house-door 
started  them  from  this  interesting  sub- 
ject, and  Marcella  hastily  said;— "you 
are  pale — you  are  agitated— go  and  hide 
yourself  till  you  recover." 

*'  Dear  Marcella;— my  dear,  dear  sister, 
—I  obey." 

*'  You  are  in  the  riglit,,  my  ^brother," 
she  replied ;   ^<  for  when  occasion  calls,  I 
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will  not  disgrace  the  example  of  Olivia  >— 
go,  go,  you  look  quite  crazy. " 

Belnard  escaped  at  one  door  as  Mrs. 
Crank  entered  at  another,  and  Marcella 
moved  leisurely  to  her  own  apartment. 
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